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TO A 



W I F E. 



1755- 

WHILE RESIDENT AT LIVERPOOL. 

*4 TQ'wcefterj Auguf 12, 

MY DEAREST, 



DEFORE this reaches you, your 
brother will have told you, how cafy and 
compofed he left me. Indeed, I wonder 
at myfelf. But the Lord has been very 
gracious to me, and fulfils his promife of 
giving me ftrength^ccording to my day. 
My mind is not diftrefled. My compa- 
nions in the coach are civil, and agreeable, 
in their way 5 but I had rather have been 
Vol. II. B alojie; 
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alone; for to commune with God and my 
own heaft, would be much more pleafing, 
than the empty amufing chit-chat, I am 
engaged in at prefent. 

I was enabled this morning, to com- 
mend you to the Lord's blcfling, with 
much comfort. And I have a cheerful 
hope, ;hat He will raife you up in due 
time; and that we fhall again have a happy, 
and thankful meeting. Till then, let us 
attend to prejent duty, and keep clofe to 
him, by humble prayer, and a renewed 
dependance upon the blood of Jefus. Let 
us, while the rod is upon us, enquire into 
the meaning of it, and hear his voice by 
it; let us bow to his chaftifement, and 
acknowledge that we have rebelled againft 
Him, and that he afBidls us far lefs than 
our iniquities have deferved — Then we 
^may be affured, that though He caufe 
^ricf. He will have compaflion ; and will 
not only deliver us, but give us to fee, and 
to fay, that it was good for us to have 
been in trouble. I efleem it a mercy that 

you 
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you found, fome mitigation of your pain, 
and fome fymptoms of amendment, before 
I left you. But had I been called away 
ia the hour of your greateft extremity, I 
ought to have relied on the Lord's good- 
nefs, and to have been refigned to his 
will. But alas ! how weak is my faith ! 

I am in perfeft health, and not uneafy 
for you. To be fure, I think of you con-- 
tinually, but my truft in God bears me 
up. I {hall endeavour to write by every 
poft, but if one (hould pafs me upon 
the road, I hope you will not be anxious. 
The Lord is my .guard and my guide. 



tit.bfielJy Aug. 13. 

Thus far I am brought in hkty, 
and am not willing to truft the poft any 
further, and therefore muft be brief. I 
met Mr. T. at Daventry, and requefted 
him, to fend you word, how cheerful he 
found me ; fearing you would fcarcely be- 
B 2 lieve 
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lieve my own report, unlefs J had fomc 
one to vouch for me. I fhould be glad 
to hear a like account of you, but I know 
who has the care of you, and what good 
ground I have to truft him. J hope my 
firft news will be, that your recovery is 
advancing. Many prayers to this effeft I 
have offered, and am every hour adding 
to the number, though not with the fo- 
Jemnity I could wifh. For we have hi- 
therto found fo much company upon the 
road, and Jiave come in fo late, that I 
have not -had the opportunity of a fingle 
retired room. This is the only inconve- 
nience I have met with. But I know I 
do not ferve a hjird mafter. I pray to 
Him, who can hear the breathings of my 
thoughts, when in the midft of company, 
and who is moT£ ready to hear, than I am 
to afk. 

I hope you, my deareft, will continue 
waiting for Him, for from Him only, our 
help can come. Pray for a praying fpirit, 
lay all your hopes and all your fears be- 
fore 
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fore Him. In this way, and in no other, 
peace and comfort will be furely found : I 
recommend you to his blefling, and re* 
mainj^ beyond expreffion. 

Yours. 



Liverpool^ 15 Augufl, 

I CAKNOT write much to-niglit, 
but I muft tell you, in few v/ords, all is 
well. I have met with the ufual kind re- 
ception from our dear friends — have done 
my bufinefs at the Cuftom-houfe, and re- 
ceived many congratulations. I have a 
holiday till Monday, and fliall then enter 
upon my office. As there are two fur- 
veyors, and I Ihall be upon the river only 
every other week, the place is likely to 
afford me leifure, which, in its turn, will 
be as welcome to me as money. Well : 
fince the Lord has given me fo many 
bleffings, fhall I not truft him through- 
out ? Yes, 1 thank him, I hope I am war- 
B 3 ranted 
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ranted to fay, I can, and do. My thoughts 
were much interrupted while in the coach j 
but I had a pleafant ride indeed, from 
Warrington hither, and was led to won- 
der at my many mercies, and to refign, 
both you and myfelf, into the hands of 
God, with much farisfaftion. 

I have received your brother's letter^ 
and I thank him for his punftuality. As 
the Lord is pleafed to give you intervals 
of cafe, and fleep, fo I know he can , re- 
move all your pains by a word ; and, I 
truft he will in the beft feafon. May he, 
at prefent, fandlify his hand, to the incrcaf^ 
ing of our faith and patience. Amen 1 



Liverpool^ *o AuguJI. 

I HAVE received your fitter's oblig- 
ing letter, with your own dear, name, in 
your own dear hand, at the bottom. A 
welcome fight! May I be thankful! 
I entered upon bufinefs yefterday. I 

/ find 



^ti^ 
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find my duty is to attend the tides one 
week, and vifit the fhips that arriye, 
and fuch as are in the river; and the 
other week to infpedt the vcflels in 
the docks, and thus alternately the year 
round. The latter is little more than a 
finecure, byt the former requires pretty 
"conftant attendance, both by day and night. 
I have a good office, with fire and candle, 
fifty or fixty people under my diredien, 
with a handfomc fix-oared boat and a 
coxfwain, to row m« about in form. 
Mr. W. went with me on my firft cruize 
down to the Rock. We faw a veflil, and 
wandered upon the hills, till fhe came in. 
I then went on board, and performed my 
office with all due gravity. And had it 
not been my bufinefs, the whole might 
have paflfcd for a party of pleafure. 

To day, the wind blows hard -, but you 
need not be uneafy about me, at fuch times. 
For though my department will lead me 
to be much upon the river, it is at my 
option to embark or not, as I find the 
B 4 weather. 
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weather. I like my ftation, and (hall 
foon be mafter of it. Remember that I 
am in the path of duty, and under the 
protection of Him, whom the winds and 
fcas obey. 

I perceiv'e that you have thoughts of 
removing to Eltham. I pray the Lord 
to direft you, when and where to go; 
and that his- prefence may be with you, to 
prefervc you from being hurt by unfuit- 
able company, fo as to forget the vows 
you have offered, in the time of your trou- 
ble. I hope our late trial will be lanfti - 
lied to us, and that while we live, we 
may have caufe to fay, that God is gra- 
cious and merciful, even in affliding us. 
]f your health Ihould be fully rcftored, 
let us remember, it is but a reprieve. We 
muft experience, fooner or later, another, 
and a final vifitation, to put an end to all 
our views, which are bounded with the 
term of this frail life. Happy (hall we 
be, if, when that hour arrives, we fhall 
be found ready, and enabled by faith in 

our 
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our Redeemer, to withftand and overcome 
the fhock of the laft enemy, Death. I 
hope and truft we are yet fpared, that we 
may recover our ftrength, before we go 
hence, and are no more feen. I hope, if 
the Lord is pleafed to conduft you fafely 
to me, and to give us a houfe of our own, 
we (hall a£k, in fome meafure, fuitable to 
our obligations for fo many deliverances 
and reftorations as we have known; and 
learn to truft in his Providence, and na 
more offend him by our unbelieving fears* 
I hope, in a few more ports, to have the 
pleafure of a letter, of your own writings 
But" do not attempt it too loon. It is 
not neceffary, to make me eafy. For I 
have been helped to truft you to the 
Lord's care, with few intervals of anxiety 
fince I left you* 



B 5 Thb 



lo Letters to a Wife. 



The good hand of God has 
brought me fafely through a buftling, tern- 
pcftuous week. I am to keep watch to- 
night till about two o'clock. But do not 
pity me. I (hall be moft of the time be- 
fide a good fire, reading, writing, and at 
intervals praying for you, and myfelf. I 
hear you are ftill upon the recovery, for 
which I wifti to be thankful. But alas ! 
how much am I otherwife! I feem al- 
moft to forget the bitter time we both 
have lately known, and to be nearly im- 
patient to fee you here. But do not think 
me uneafyi I aflure you, I am not. But 
I cannot help feeling that you are not with 
me. To-morrow my week of reft be- 
gins ; then fome of my friends may ex- 
peft to hear from me. Of late, I have 
only had leifu;e to write to you. Be 
cheerful, and dependant. Make ufe of 
means prefcribed for reftoring your health, 
8 but 
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but do not reft in them. The blcffing 
muft be from the great Phyfician. To 
him let us apply for it; and afcribe to him 
all the praife, if we obtain relief. 



LiverpooJf a 6 Auguft, 

I HOPE I am not capable of under- 
valuing any of your former letters, but 
furely thfs now in my hand, is the moft 
pleafing and welcome one, I ever received. 
May the Lord make me thankful, that 
you are again able to hold a pen. Your 
brother repeatedly amufcd me with hopes 
of your recovery, when, as I now find, 
you were in the greateft pain and danger. 
There is fomething fo clofe and pertinent 
in the little you have written, that I am 
filled with joy. I have hardly known you 
I allow, till now, that you were enabled to 

pray. We may praife God, for that p^in 
) or fickflels, however fevere, which teaches 

I us, in good carncft, to cjdl upon Him. 

B d You 



% 
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You have been in trouble, you called upon 
him, and he has delivered you, according 
to his word. What fhall we render to 
Him for all his mercies \ Alas, we are 
poor, and can render nothing of our own. 
Byt he will not defpife the efforts of a 
thankful heart. I wi(h you well to El- 
tham. I fear the company there, will not 
be quite fuitable to the prefent ftate of 
your mind. But I truft you will keep a 
ftrift guard over yourfelf, and redouble 
your prayers to the God of all grace, to 
prcferve you from evil. Secure feafona 
for retirement, and let not the world break 
in upon you, till you have daily com- 
mitted, and dedicated yourfelf to Him, 
who has raifed you from the borders of 
the grave. 



Li'verpool, I September, 

The ftrain of your letters now, 
makes me think light of our temporary 

feparation. 
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fcparation. Be not afraid, only believe. 
The Lord Jefus,* whom you need, and 
feck, invites you, and has declared, Who- 
foever comcth, I will in no wife caft out. 
By nature, we all diflike his gofpel, and 
fee no excellence in his perfon that we 
Ihould defire him ; if this is not your dif- 
pofition, at prelent, the change already 
wrought, is his work; and He is not like 
the unwife, inconfiderate builder 5 what he 
begins, he is both able and willing to finilh. 
You have caufe to lament the backward- 
nefs and hardnefs of your heart (the Lord 
only knows how hard, and backward niine 
is), but let not .this call you down; He 
can take away the heart of ftonc. Nor 
think it ftrange, if now upon your fetting 
your hand to the plough, the enemy Ihould 
aflault and trouble you. He will, if per- 
mitted, tempt you to fufpeft the reality 
of all that you have experienced; he will 
fet your fins ip order before you, and per- 
fuade you, if poffible, to look into your- 
fclf for qualifications and conditions of 

acceptance. 
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acceptance. But anfwcr him from the 
Word of God, and tell him that he is a 
liar, and the father of it. Chrift not only 
has mercy for the unworthy, the ungrate- 
ful, and periihing finner, who cannot offer 
one plea (as from himfclf ) why he fhould 
be fpared ; but it was purpofcly for thofe, 
who anfwer to this character, that he 
came into the worJd to die, that He might 
fave them to the uttermoft. He gives 
qualifications indeed, but he requires none 
from us. Perhaps this enemy will quote 
fcripture againft you, and prels fuch texts 
upon your mind, as might lead you to 
form hard conclufions againft yourfelf. 
But you will bear this, if you confider, 
that he had the impudence to aflail our 
Lord himfelf, in this manner. Matt. \v. 
This Jefus, whom you feek; was in all 
points tempted and afflifted (fin excepted) 
like unto us. He has tafted fuffering and 
anguifli of mind, as well as death, for all 
his followers. Therefore He is a high 
prieft who can have compaffion upon our 

infirmities. 
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infirmities, and is able to fuccour them 
that are tempted, and knows what temp- 
tations mean. 

Go on, my deareft, I truft you are in 
the right way, wait patiendy upon the 
Lord. Caft not away the confidence you 
exprefs in his mercy, for in keeping it, 
you will find a great reward. Greater is 
He that is with us, than he that is in the 
world. Changes you muft expeft. The 
Chriftian life is a warfare ; and though the 
Captain of our falvation, by conquering 
for us, has fecured us the final viftory, we 
may be forcly pinched, and fometimcs 
wounded, while on the field of battle ; 
but there is healing balm provided, and 
He will be always near to apply it. There 
may be fightings without, and fears within, 
but He is faithful that has promifed, who 
alfo will do it. 

. I have been fo affefted, and engaged, 
by the former part of your letter, that I 
have not time to anfwer the other parti- 
culars. It is my boarding week again, and 

the 
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the weather is bad. But fear not for mc> 
I am in fafe hands. 



LlverpooTi Sept» f. 

On the ftormy night you mention, 
I was fafe in bed, I have been but once 
upon the river this week. The wind blew 
very hard then, it is true, but I was in 
no danger. I hope a litde praftice will 
teach you to truft me, with equal eale, at 
all times, and in all places^ wher^ my duty 
calls me. 

When you come hither, you will per- 
haps be more thankful for my being fet- 
tled on fliore, from what you will obferve 
of the anxiety of thofe who have hulbands,. 
or parents, or children, at fea, in the way 
of the approaching war. From fuch fears 
you will now be exempted; you will no 
more have to wait, eight or ten months, in. 
fufpenfe. When I think of my fettlement 
here, and the manner of it^ I fee the ap- 
pointment 
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pointment of Providence fo good and gra- 
cious, and fuch a plain anfwer to my poor 
prayers, that I cannot but wonder and 
adore. I think I have not yet told you^ 
that my immediate predeceffor in office^ 

Mr. C , had not the leaft intention 

of refigning his place on the occafion of 
his father's death i though fuch a report 
was fpread about the town, without his 
knowledge, or rather in defiance of all he 
could fay, to contradift it. Yet to this 
falfe report I owe my fituation. For i£ 
put Mr. M. upon an application to Mr.. 
S — y the member for the town, and the 
very day he received the promife in my 
favour, Mr. C. was found dead in his bed, 
though He had been in company, and in. 
perfeft health, the night before. If I 
miftake not, the fame meffenger who 
brought the promife, carried back the 
news of the vacancy to Mr. S — , at Chef- 
ter. About an hour after, the mayor ap- 
plied for a nephew of his, but though it 
was but an hour or two, he was too late 

Mr. 
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Mr. S — had already written, and fcnt 
off the letter, and I was appoipted ac- 
cordingly, Thefe circuniftances appear, 
to me, extraordinary, though of a piece 
with many other parts of my fmgnlar hif- 
tory. And the more fo, as by another 
miftake, I miffed the land -waiter's place> 
which was my firft objeft, and which, I 
now fee, would not have fuited us nearly 
ib well. I thank God, I can npw look 
through inftruments, and fecond caufes, 
and fee his wifdom and goodnefs imme- 
diately concerned^ in .fixing my lot. He 
knows our wants and our infirmities. He 
knows what indulgences may, by his bleff- 
ing, promote our real good, and excite 
us to praife his name ; and what thofe are, 
which might ht fnares and temptations to 
us, and prove hurtful. And He knows 
how to beftow the one, and to withhold 
the other. He does all things well !. 



I: WISH 
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Livfrjfooi, 7 September. 

I WISH you well in the country, 
and in what part you beft approve. To 
be fure, I ftiould rejoice to fee you, but I 
hope I ftiall not be impatient. However, 
when you are able, the fooner the better 
for your own fake, as bad roads and cold 
weather are approaching ; and all the doc- 
tors here, think that flich an cffedlual 
change of air would ftrengthen you; but 
they have already miftaken your cafe. I 
wifti you to come, when you think you 
can travel as I mentioned, fb as to hold 
out four or five hours, fetting out late and 
putting up early; if you can thus advance 
only twenty miles in a day, it will bring 
you to me in time. But I only give my 
opinion, I leave you to your own pru- 
dence, or rather to the direftion of divine 
Providence, which, I truft, you will both 
feek and find, and to which I recom- 
mend you with a humble confidence. 

Many 
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Many enquire after you, are pleafed to 
hear of your amendment, and hope to fee 
you foon. I fay. Amen, at the Lord's 
bcft time. Till then, may he fanftify our 
fcparation, and enable us to truft his pre- 
cious promifes, and tried' faithfulnefs* 



Li*verpooI, 9 Septembtn 

I WILL not own, as you do, that F 
am indolent, but I am rather weary. I 
would be thankful for the account you 
give of your health, appetite, and co- 
lour, I hope your ftrength will return 
foon, and that I fhall wait with cheerful 
patience till it does. When it (hall pleafe 
God toi bring us together again, I hope 
wc (hall ftrengthen each other's hands. 
Let us pray for this, while we are yet fe- 
parated, that we may not be left any more 
to live to ourfelves, but to him ; and may 
look upwards and forwards, to be pre- 
pared for the next trial; for fooner or later 

more will come. 

The 
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The town is almoft in mourning, becaufe 
the players are gone. On their laft night, 
the houfe was filled by four o'clock. 
Gaiety and diffipation, of all kinds, increafe 
daily here; when this fpirit will ftop, I 
know not. For myfelf, I live eafy, and 
retired, three or four hours every day, in 
my apartment, if bufinefs will permit. I 
need no diverfions, and walking or read- 
ing are my only amufements, for I keep 
very litde company; but my rime is far 
from hanging upon my hands. I want 
nothing that this world can afford to 
amend my fituation, but to have my deareft 
M. with me, and for this, the Lord's time 
will be the befl. 



t'trverpooU II September, 

I SHALL take care to write tipon 
hrge paper, as you defirc. But I believe 
the fmaller may fuffice for to-day. Moil 
of my leifure this week will be taken up 

with 
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with Mr. Wh— d, which, as' it is an oc- 
cafional interruption, and from which I 
hope both for comfort and benefit, I think 
you will excufe. He came to town onWed- 
nefday, preached on that evening, twice yef- 
terday,and fo will continue preaching twice 
a day, while he ftays. We Ihall try to keep 
him till Monday, though he fays he never 
was in a place where he had fo little encou- 
ragement to (lay, as here. I made myfelf 
known to him the firft night; went to 
fee him, and converfed with him the next 
morning, when he invited me to fupper. 
I went home with him from the preach- 
ing, and ftaid till ten o'clock. So we are 
now very great, and very thankful I would 
be, for the privilege. May the Lord yet 
give him to fee, that his labour of love 
amongft us, is not in vain. But furcly 
this is the moft unconcerned town, for its 
fize, in the kingdom. I hope. he is fent 
to awaken, fome of the people, out of their 
falfe peace. However he is, as he was 
formerly, very helpful to me. He warms 

my 
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my heart, makes me more indifferent to 
cares and crofles, and ftrengthens my 
faith. I find you are making acquaint- 
ance with Mr. M. Well, go on, I hope 
you will leave London foon, or you 
will be thought as fingular, as your huf- 
band. To fpeak ferioufly, it makes my 
heart glad to fee in you one mark of a 
real believer, in that you love the minif- 
ters and people of the Lord, and are not 
offended with the gofpel, which is a 
ftumbling- block, and rock of offence to 
many. May he carry on his work, and 
build you up in knowledge, faith, and 
much aifurance. Amen. Think of me, 
as always thinking of you, and praying 
for you. 



Liverpool, 16 September. 

Mr. W — left us yefterday morn- 
ing ; I accompanied him on foot a little 
way out of town, till the chaife overtook 

us« 
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us. I have had more of his company 
than would have come to my (hare at 
London, in a twelvemonth. I heard him 
preach nine times, flipped with him three 
times, and dined with him once at Mr. 
F — 's, and on Sunday he dined with me. 
I cannot fay how much I cfteem him, and 
hope, to my dying day, I fliall have reafon 
to blefs God on his behalf. Having never 
been liere before but one night, he was 
not kno#n, or regarded, by the fafhionable 
folks, though feveral of them went to hear 
him. But many of the poorer fort, arc 
enquiring after him, with teats. 

I commenced acquaintance yefterday 
with a good man, who lately loft his wife 
in child-bed, the firft year. He is the 
very pifture of forrow. I attempt to 
comfort him, though I fucceed but poorly. 
It is only God who can give comfort, in vj 

fuch a cafe. Yet I think few can be more 
capable of fympathizing with him, than 
myfelf. What I have lately gone through, 
is frefh upon my mind. And why was 

not 
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not the event the iamc to me ? £vfcly 
way I am diftinguifliecL My prayers, turn 
much upon the thoughts of our future 
fcttlement. It will require both prudence^ 
and refolutjon, to fct out i:Jght from the 
firft; but if we -aflc of God, it (hail be 
given us. I would have you gradually 
prepare our 'filler, for fuch a houfe as it 
'win be our duty, and privilege, to keepi 
wh^re God may be worfhipped, and no- 
thing praftifed or permitted, that is con- 
trary to our Chriftian profeffion* 



Lkfirpoot^ 19 September, • 

I FOLLOW you in my mind to EI- 
tham, Bromley, '&c.; though I know not 
the country. May the Lord be widi you 
wherever you go, make known to you 
his cpvenant, and aflure ypu of an un- 
alienable intereft in it. . . 

I thank you for. the account of Mn 
B/s fermon. You will obferve, the prin- 

VoL. IL C cipal 



/ 
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cipal cffefts, or properties, of Abrahanfs 
faith, by which he walked with God, were 
"humility, and integrity. He humbled him- 
'felf before the Lord in fecret, claiming 
no higher title than dull and afhes. And 
•He ftoodup boldly, as his avowed, devoted 
fervant,. before men. Let us imitate hinu 
I little doiibt tut "he was? thought lingu- 
lar, and perhaps laughed at, and fo pro- 
bably fliall we; :but I truft grace will 
make us fcorn proof, and not fufFcr us to 
-be in the number of thofe, who are afhamed 
•of the ^Lord Jefus, and his gofpel. Not 
1 hope he will enable us to glory in the 
crofs, and to endure the oppofition we 
may meet with^ as feeing Hm who is 
invifible, who, ^hen upon earth, fubmitted 
-to be laughed to -fcorn himfelf, for us. 
Me, having borne oar reproach, has a 
juft right to require that wc fljould be 
ready, and willing, to bear reproach for 
Jiim. 

•If the prcfent fair weather continues, 
jdK road will be good to Warrington, 

where 
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T^here it will fuit me rather i)ettej;, tofneet 
you. But if you come by Chefter, I can 
.bring you by water in a pilot-boat, vciy 
cleverly. Be lure, that for the fake of 
&ving a little e:5q)ence or time, you do 
not overacSt your llrcngth, I could go on 
for an hour, in givirig you foolifti. direc- 
tions, and precautions, for your journey 5 
. but after all, it is bed to leave you to the 
care of the divine ProvidciKe,. and . to 
fiibmit the method of your route, to your 
own judgment. 



Ziverpoofj 13 Septtmber. 

I CANNOT guefs the reafons which 
you fay, taken together, will induce you 
to come by the ftage. You ^nay, per- 
haps, judge beft, being upon th^ Ipot, . 
•and I would not overrule your inclinajdons. 
But as I know my own weakncfs, I am 
afraid it will be an uneafy journey to me> 
at leaft. As I have faid before, I wilh to 
C 2 truft 



ai Leners to a Wife. 

tnifl: you in the Lord's hands, but when 
wc have the choice of means, it is our 
duty 'to confult Providence. Aflc the firft 
fi-iend you meet, which is beft'adapted to 
your circumftances, as juft recovering 
from illncfs. To travel from three in the 
morning till eight or nine at night, in ^ 
•heavy coach wrth mixed company, or 
from eight in the morning till five in the 
everting, in a chaife with your fitter ? 

I {)ray the Lord to direft, and ftrcngthen 
youi and to give me a joyful fight of you 
again. My poor weak heart fometimes 
rebels, and I almoft complain, becaufe you 
are not yet able to come. But this hu- 
mour feldom lafts a full minute, before my 
thoughts recur to the day when I left Lon- 
don, and that filenccs me at once. What 
a heap of guineas (had I poflefled them), 
would I then have given, to be affured 
that you (hould, by this time, be fo much 
reftored as you are ? Alas ! I am ftill a 
finfiil inconfiftent creature, but the Lord 
is merciful, beyond meafure, to us both. 

I go 



r 
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. I go on making uieful acqi^ntaiK^^^ 
The Lord, honours mc ia the eyes, of .hii: 
own people^ ivhich is the honour I m$^ 
dcfirc. And though fome of the wags/of 
my acquaintance> have ^ven me the nariie 
of young Wh-- — — d, from my conftaitc 
attendance upon hitp.when he.was. hvre, 
it does not grieve mc ; and perhaps if thryt 
would fpeak tlie truths they do noc thinks 
the worfc of me in thdr hearts* I find 
I cannot be confiHent) and confcientious in- 
my prof^ffioni without incurring th^ chi^tg^ 
^f ftpgularity. I ihall endeavour to a£k 
vith prudence,, a^nd not. giv^ jieedloft of?, 
fence I but J jK>pc J ihai^ never rn^it be 
aihamed of the gpipel. . 



I THANK yoafor Aanking »ve> f^ 

the bill I fent you. But do no^ ivp* 

pofe I give it you. I expeiJi to be ^Ct 

paid— I recantT-I own myfelf in. debt 

C 3 over 
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over head and ears (^ they fay), to yoi? 
ftitt. 1 muft not talk of repayment till 
I 'Mil clean But I think, to do you real 
ftrvice:>' I could as readily part with my* 
Bfe. May the Lord unite us> ftill more 
cbfely, ia his &itb and fear } 
:^^«Whai I firft afked Mrs. D— to hear 
Mfv W h« - ■ d, fhe couJid hardly give me 
a civil anfwer ((hough otherwife Ihc is 
V€py obliging- and refpcdful). But,^ cu- 
rioflty, Qt a better motive, prevailing, flie 
Wfitt on the ftcond day. She returned 
fery "wettdilpofed, and alkcd me, if I had 
ahy of his printed icrmoitt, I lent her af 
vblome;. She: ^ent to hear hkti again,^ 
and became his great admirer. She her* 
fclf firft propofed my afking him to din- 
ner; and his behavbur there^ confirmed 
her in her refped for him. I invited four 
or "fiveXhriltian friends to partake of 
his company. She provided a very hand- 
fonnfe dinner, and when I fpofce of the ad- 
ditidnirfexpehce, fhe faid, Ihe was very 
billing to bear it; but I do not intend 

that 
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that fhe Ihall. She has borne the reproach 
and laugh of many of her neighbours, very 
well. They call her a iTiethodift, and flie 
ieems as eal'y under the charge, as I am. 
So we fee,. very unlikely things may be 
brought about, . 



I Mu^T tranfcrlbe part- of a letter 
from Mr. W ■> " I have fevcral times* 
" had the pleafure of converfing ,witH 
" Mrs. N--— -^. Gk)d has been pleafed t() 
" give her a great m^afure of yoiij( fpV 
/*rit/' (fo he writes).. " She is neithtr 
" afraid nor afhamed to own her profef- 
*' fion. After a Sermon of Mr. B — ^ on 
" Pf. XXV. 14, Ihe told me, that the heaih 
^* ing Qf tl)e great phyfician had do|i{ h^ 
"more good than aU^Ji^r otiier medi- 
." cines." Thus far he. The Lord help 
you to go onj and to increafe ! Now me- 
thinks I am happy indeed ! Now my 
C 4 highcft 
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higheft wilhes are anfwered, if my deareft 
M. is partaker of the feme hope with my- 
felf. How pleafant will all the future 
comforts, and blc/Tings^ which the Lord 
may be plcafed to afford us, prove, if we 
can difcerh them conveyed to us, in the 
channel of redeeming love ! How plca- 
lant will it be, to look beyond them all, 
and, as the Apoftle Ipeaks on another oc- 
cafion, not to think that we have at- 
tained any thing, as yet, comparatively 
Ipcaking, even wheri we have all we can 
wi& for^ but ilili to prefs forward ift our 
hopes aiid views, towards the prize of 
«ur high calling in a better world, where 
^lealure will be without abat<iment> and 
wi Abtit eixL 

Since you were lb ready to believe me, 
when I faid, I had not been wdl, pray why 
could you not take my word about my 
reeoveiy? For fbame, my deareft. Thefe 
fears and diftruftful thoughts paffed with 
lis once, but we muft aim above them 
now. Let us have no more idolatry, if 

we 
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we value each other's peacc^ or are willii^ 
to avoid fuch fiery trials as we have lately 
known. However, whether you can believe 
me or not, I rauft fell you again^ tha^ agi 
in good healdi. The Lord be widxVfa** 
where you are, and in your journey, when 
yoy move this way j and may we cruft and 
fer^e him, according to what he has done 
for us! 



I AUL not ibny that you complain 
of your heart, for fince our henrts wUi be 
bad, it is a mercy to be fehfible that 
they are fo. Nor wilM contradufb you, 
when you fay, that you are ungratefol, and 
infenfible to the Lord's goodnefs; only 
remember that you are fo in common 
with <^bers, and that tiiene is not a perfon 
' upon darth vsrhdkno^s Itfmielf, but muft 

* make- die famC' compism I can find 
no words^ more foitable to < tny own cafe, 

* iban thofe which you mstke uft^ of,; only ' 
•-^- C 5 fubftituting 
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'fubftititting your name for my own. T 
^ delight y admire^ and love to hang ufon^ every 
Jentence^ and every aSHon of nry dear eft M. 
and yet i bow wanting, and how cold am /, to 
•>&r gracious Author of all our mercies^ to 
' ^bom we owe each other y our happy affeStiofi, 
-eMd all the fatisfa£fion that flows from it. 
Ke- might juftly have parted us long ago 
for my ingratitude i He might have fhut 
out my prayers in your late vifitation ; but 
He has raifed you up to a new life. Oh ! 
that it^may be fo indeed ! 
1. .Lihall endeavour to temper my zeal 
rwith prudence. I am far from propofing 
: that you ihall keep company with waiher- 
jwomcn^ in this world. (Hereafter, I 
' Ixioubt not> w*e fliall be glad to join with 
^ fuch. ) The religious acquaintance whidi 
III wifh to cuUtvate, with any degree of in- 
timacy, wilU J think, be confined to thVee 
Off fo:urfamiltcs, all of whom, are better to 
. pafs in the world, than ourfelves. And 
« who, though perhaps they do not aim, in 
ail things,^ at the top of the polite tailri 
; are 
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are fbfficiently weU-bred, to, be received^ 
as vifitanc any where, if their principles 
did not hinder. But this you may be 
affured of, that a confiftcnt profeffion of 
real religion, will carry the appearance of 
fingularity in this town; and unlefs you 
can confine yourfclf wholly to the gay and 
carelefs, and go all their lengths, you will 
certainly have a bit of the crols to carry,, 
and muft prepare yourfclf to be thought 
altered for the worfe, by fome of your ac- 
quaintance. . I much more fear our being 
cowardly, than imprudent. But if we 
arc of the number of thofe, whom the Lord 
wDl not be afhamed to own in the great 
day, he will give us a meafure of grace, . 
that we (hall not be afliamed to own his 
caufe and people, in the midft of this 
crooked, and perverfe generadon. . But, 
as you fay, there is a way of doing thiAgs, • 
I Ihall try to^arry it handfomely to others. - 
It is not necel&ry tP affront, or- qwr^el 
- with any who have treated ub civilly; b«t 
experience will convince you, that the l?fs 
,.wc are conneftcd wi^worldjy people, ;t{ie 
C 6 better. 
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better. AnB as the Lord by his provt- 
dehce has placed us in a ftatc of entire 
indcpendancc ; and there is no confidcrst- 
tion of trade or cuftomers, to prevent lis 
from living, in all points, juft as we pleale, 
I hope we fliall judge better, than to fa- 
crifice our happinefs and true intercft, tb 
an empty found. 

But I perceive that you, likewife, have 
jpickcd up, a fine fet of methodiftical ac- 
quaintance. Should your aunt know it, 
(he would fet you down ks almoft ruined. 
But I, who love you better than a diou- 
fand aunts could do, congratulate you 
%)pon the acquifitiqp. You may now fee, 
by the examples before you, that true re- 
ligioh liai nothing in it of the urifociable 
or gloomy ; but is, on the contrary, the 
fource of peace, cheerfulnefs, and good- 
hiimour. If, as you fay, you love good 
people,' he who has inclined your heart to 
love them here, will give you a porfibn 
With therri, both here ^nd hereafter. Upoa 
this firigle evidence, St. John grounds kn 
• aflurancc af heaven, faying, We know 
.. y' * -^ that 
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that wc have pafled frwh death Urttsd lifei 
bccaufe we love the brlethrtfn. We ma)r, 
indeed, love a good man upon ^ther con- 
fidcrations; but to loVe him beclute he is 
goodi becaufe i^e think we fte the imagfe 
of our Saviour in him, aftd to lovd hiiti 
moft> for the beft parts of his charaftef, 

I is not pofljble, till we have grace in oiir 

hearts j for till then, we have ah enmity 
to the Gofpel. And though this is not 
always vifible, land aftive, ih perfons of 

\ mild and gende difpofitions, thefartheft 

fuch can go, is to fay, \ love the man, 
becaufe he is of a good life and behaviour, 
but he has fome ftrstnge, unaccduntable 
whims, and prejudicti. 



LitferpM, $ OSiohir* 

I BELiEvfe you db riot gruels hbW 

I am difj^oint^d, when I receive oiAy 

half a fide from ydu* Indeed, if ^rriting 

is inconvenient to you, I could be content 

3 with 
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with h&i^ line; b|}| y^ur excufe (cems Ci? 
llippofe you arc:aiii^id of wearying iiie : for 
you fay, I fliorten this, merely becaufc 
my laft was fo long. Well, I hope a few 
mpre pofts will bi:ing us together | in the 
meian time, let me have as much of you, as. 
you can conveniently commit to paper. I 
fear, left by the prefling manner of my writ- 
ing, you (hould fometimes think I wrong 
you by afuipicion, that; you will ftay a dgiy 
longer than ne.edfiil. . But indeed it is my 
happinefs to believe diat your heart is as 
much here, as mine is at London. I 
cannot make you a more expenfive com- 
pliment* Byt. alas ! whither am I run- 
•ning ? I forget my own duty and yours. 
I fear it is of the number of our great 
fins, that our hearts cleave fo clofe to 
each other, and io little to the Lord; 
that we arc fo thoughtful about the ^*^ 
ture, and fo negligent of the prefcnt. 
It is, at leaft, thus widi me. I ftBl 
feel that you are my idol, and though 
the Lord has lately afflji^ed you for my 

fakcj 
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&ke, and is now raii^ you up for m|^ 

again, as it were from the grave, I am 
not yet inftrufted 



Liverpool, 7 OSlober*' 

I CANNOT exprcfs what I jfclt to- 
day, while I was reading your dear letter^ 
which informs me, that you hope to fet 
out next week; but you can guels for mc. 
. Ten thoufand thoughts crowded upon mc 
at once. The remembrance of that moom<- 
fill, painful Week, at London, when I could 
only behold, and (hare, and by fharing^ in- 
crcale your diftrefs, without procuring you 
the lead help or ea(e, (which I hope I 
ihall never forget while I can remember 
any thing)T-thc fituation in which wc 
parted^ when the. Lord enabled me to 
hope againft hope — the joy to think you 
now recovered from a moll dangerous 
illnefs — the expe£tadon of feeing you in a 
&w days, and the former experience I have 

hadj 
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had, of what ahappy meeting with you i»- 
clucks — ^all thefe different emotions of joy 
and forrow, of love and gratitude, todk 
poffeffion of my foul at once. And is it 
fo indeed ? Shall I receive you foon as 
reftored from the grave j and have all my 
pleafures heightened, by the contrail of my 
late trials ? Oh ! tlien what Ihall I render 
to the Lord for all his goodnefs ? Could 
money or friends have helped us, you 
Would have been relieved fooner: but 
thefe was no power, in heaven or earth, 
that could reftore eafe to you, or peace 
10 me, but God alone. To him, there- 
fore, be die glory and the praife i all the 
^ glbiy af*l all the praife ! And let us aim 
' to dfecla^e his goodnefs, not merely in Fccret, 
or to each other, but in the whole oourfc of 
dur lives, by cJhoofing what is pkafing to 
him, ahd avoiding what he hates. And 
'cfpedally, let tfe watch «nd pray agaittft 
fetting tip 0« pfcft here below, andmif* 
pladng tjiat itgard upon each odier, 
whSdi is oAy due to him. May we be 
— ' enabled 



/ 
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enabled to commit our dckrcft concerns, 
and have recourfe, in every trouble, to 
Htm, who has fo often heard our prayers, 
^nd done us good. And oh t that- wc 
may have that riibder^tion, both in affec- 
tion and pra6l:ice> towards earthly things, 
which becomes thofe who profels them- 
fclves ftrangers and fojourners here, and 
who look for a better inheritance, a houfe 
hot made with' hands,- eternal in the hea- 
vt(\$^ Surely, it was oUr own f*dlyj t^iat 
brought our late diftrefs upon us. We 
had lived too much to ourfelves, arid had 
hot glorified, as ^e diight, the God ill 
i^Bofe hands our breath isy ahd Wfiftfe ani 
tfloiirw^ys. 

WH^n Hfezekiaih was fick, rtigh unto 
death, die tx)^d raifed him up, and pro- 
lbng<kl his life fifteen years.. But we are 
tdld, that hfe rendered hot accdrding to 
the benefit hfe had reeeivedi 2 €fir6n. 
x^tiii AMs ! HbW ftrorigly- does thfe 
charge lie againft us ! How often have we 
beert reftored to each other, after long and 

dangprous 
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dangerous leparations ! How wonder^l]^ 
have we been prcfcrved from innumerable 
evik, CO which, in fiich a world as this, we 
are hourly expofed ! And yct> it has now 
pleafed God to pvc us a profpcft of paff- 
ing our days together, eomforubly, and 
free from many inconveniencies, wMch for- 
merly affefbed us. But to keep iis froo* 
grov/ing too fccure, juft at the time He did 
this. He kid his hand upon you> and -by 
one ftroke, brpught v& both down to the 
ground. Now again. He is returning, in. 
mercy, bringing us. health, peace, and, 
joy. tetus hear the irodi and him; who 
hath : appointed it, ^ Far if we come jp^- 
gether, yet again, in a thoughtlefs^ ua^rater 
ful, felf-fcekmg temper, he can again /e- 
parat^ us, in a way that we. are not awar^ 
of. But, 1 hope, aixlpray, we fh^ll be txur 
^kd' to ierve h^K^ from: gratitude,, and 
from a confideration of 'the great diifl^ 
He has dpne for us, rather than froma 
flrinciple of flavifh fear. 

If you arc really afraid of being a hy- 
pocrite. 
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pocrite> it is a good fign that you arc noC 
one** For the hypocrite is fcaire and coiv 
fident, and has no lu^icion of a miftake«. 
But the beft pcrfons upon cardi muft 
own, that though, through grace> they are 
not hypocrites, there is too much hypo-»* 
crify reniaining in them. Their real and 
fundamental aim is> the glory of God; 
but wretched, finful felf-wilj creeps in, 
and taints riieir beft performances. How- 
ever, our comfort is, that the blood of 
Jefus Chrift clcanfcth frpm all fin. What 
a great word is that little word All ! not 
6nly from fins of one kind, or of oni 
degree, but of all kinds, and of all dfe^ 
grees, when we apply to it, in a tniljr 
humble, and rependng ^irit, 

I was not angry with you for doubting, 
of my health, (how do you think I can be 
angry with you at all ?) I only meant to 
caution you againft an overweening dif- 
truftful care, which anfwers no good cnd> 
but is a fpecies of finful unbelief. And I 
forefee, that againft my judgment and ex- 
perience. 
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perience, and notwithftanding all my grave 
admonitions to you, I fhall too often of- 
fend in the fame way, and you will have 
frequent occafions of giving me, the fame 
advice. But this is a part of our duty, 
and our privilege, to exhort and admo- 
nifh each other, left v/e Ihould be har- 
dened through the deceitfulncfs of fin. 
I was laft night with Mr. and Mrs* 

• I think you will like their acquaintr^ 

Mcc. They arc fober, fenfible people, 
and fecm very happy in each other. What 
a pity, that the one thing needful fhould 
be wanting, Mfhpn nothing clfe ieem» ta 
I)© wanting ! But fo it w^s . widi us, onccjj, 
^d it m^y be better with them, hereafter* 



Mr 
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Mr DEAREST M. 

I WOULD not give you occafion 
to think, that the return of your birth-day. 
Is lefs interefting to me at prefent, than 
it was feven ago; or that my concern 
in it, gives me lefs pleafure, now I am 
with you in Liverpool, than when I was 
exiled from you on the coaft of Africa. 
It is a part of my happinefs, and demands 
my daily acknowledgment and praile to 
God, that my regard for you is no more 
capable of being weakened by time, than 
heretofore by abfence. You will not e^- 
peft me to addrels you in the drain of 
modern politenefs, but I am perfuaded 
that you will favourably accept ^hat I 
may write, becaufe you will approve of 
my motive, and my fincerity. 

I often wonder at the ill-timed feftivity 

and 
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« . 

and gaiety, with which the return of a 
birth-day, is ufually obftrved. Multitudes, 
who widi relpcft to the paft^ cah find little 
to make them refled with pleafure, oa 
their having been brought into the world i 
and with refpeft to the future, tremble in 
the midft of all their parade, at the feri- 
oils apprehenfion of death ; jet agree to 
drown both the pad and the future, in 
noife and difllpation. For my own part, 
I fee foffident reafon to make my birth- 
day, more efpecially, a feafon of ferious 
xefledion. And I recommend the prac- 
tice to you. For what is the language of 
a birth-day ? Has it not a warning voice, 
to remind us that another year, of our time 
and opportunities, is clofed upon us (time 
and talents for which we are accountable, 
and feafons which cannot be recalled), 
and that death and eternity have advanced 
nearer to us by the ftride of a whole year ? 
And therefore, I judge, that a birth- day is a 
very improper day for mortals to be fro- 
lickfome. To thofe whole hearts are 

deeply 
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•deeply engaged in the things of this 
world, I fhould imagine the' very thoug&t 
of the occafion, would be, (Kke the hand- 
writing on the wall to Belfhazzar, Dan. v.) 
fufficient to put a full flop to their feaflr, 
and to turn their joy to Heavinefs. Bat 
ftch is our depravity,- that till grace touthes 
the heart, the mod obviolis, and moft in- 
• terefting truths, can make ho proper im- 
|)re(rion upon us* But I feem to forget 
that I am writing to you. 

I-am ho enemy to joy; and I am fiire, 
th€ real Chriftian, who has peace widrGodj 
:and in his own confcience, has both the 
beft tide to joy, and the beft difpofidon 
^r it. I invite you to rejoicci but let it 
4>e in the right way, and in the right, man- 
'ner. Rejoice in the Jjordy and rejoice with 
trembling. Let us learn from the firft, the 
Cure grounds we have for rejoicing; and 
from the fecond, the many confiderations, 
which (hould correft and qualify our joy, 
that it may not deviaje into a wrong chan- 
nel, and become finflil and dangerous. 

I fay, 
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I fyfp iHcjoi^e in the I-ord, I con- 
gratuhtc ypu on your birth-day, not ?o 
give you a vain complacence in yourfclf, 
bjjt to lead you back, to the time, and cir- 
,cuni(|:ances of your birth, that you may 
refle^ on tjie gop^fs pf God. You were 
born of cr^dit;able and alFedionate parents, 
in cafy circumfiances, with a body neither 
difeafed nor deformed, and a mind endued 
with rational faculties, with a foul formed ' 
for imrportality, capable of loving aqd 
ferving God jhere, and being happy .with 
Jiim for ever. Your lot was- caft in 
a land favoured with the Gofpel, with- 
out which, all temporal blefilogs would 
;have been of little. wx>rth, but if y0u take 
them together, and compare your ovn 
ftatc,with that of m^illions.of your fejlow- 
creatures, . what great reafons have you. jto 
rejoice, in this firft view ? But I would 
lead your thoughts forward from thence 
ftq) by ftep, -through every fuccccding 
year, to this day ; . through infancy,, child- "" 
hood, smd efpedally youth, that dan- 
gerous 
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^crops period, in which fuch numbers 
make fbipwrcck of their hopes and prof* 
pe(5b. Muft yoti not fay. Surely mercy 
and gQodnefs have followed me all the 
<Jays of my life ? What fbrrows, what 
ficknefles, what fnares, have you cither 
been exempted from, or preferved iafely 
through ? How many, within the circle of 
your own acquaintance, have been cut 
Ihort, before they reached your term of 
life? How^maaiy, who are yet lining, 
are fuffering from evils to which you arc 
equally expofcd ? I make np fcruplc to 
number our happy marriage, among the 
blellings for which you fee caufe to be 
thankful. 'That it.pleafed God to bring 
us together^ to blefs us with a true. affec- 
tion, to reftore us to each other after long 
Reparations, to recover us from long fick- 
neffes, to fix us in our prefeht fituation^ 
and above all, Co dire£t our hopes beyond 
the prefent world % our chief happine& 
This is the crowning mercy* If the Lord 
.h«s fhewn yoa and me, Ihofi; things which 
Vol. II. D are 
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arc hidden from many of the ^ife and 
'prudent J if wjc know our drfcafe and -our 
remedy, that we are finncr^ '4iclplefs and 
.hopekfs in ourfelves, but fimncri for whom 
a fure, and free falvation, is provided in 
Jefus Chrift, and that we have ground jo 
hope that we are intcicfted in the pardons, 
and promifes, of the golpel, that the hairs 
of our head are ntambered, and that all 
things are working for our good. That 
God will be our fun and Akld here, and 
t)ur portion for ever. If thefe things arc 
fo, we may well rejoice, but ftill it muft 
be in the Lords for -all our goodj preltnt;^ 
^nd hoped for, is from him alone. 

.But I fay, -fccondly. Rejoice with trem- 
bling. Our joy, in this world, cannot be . 
unmkcd. There are unavoidables, which, 
though they cannot take it from us, will 
atidt>ught to temper iti fuch as thefe — ^An 
ingenuous ienfe of our uniiiitable retaif ns 
for fo many> and great mercies. May 
God pfeferveiOsffoia thatnerror of niinci 
ton aeco3»xt of'fln, "vhich, fodfier or* later, 

i^ ; 'will 
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will be the portion of thofe who knaw 
him not. We need not be difti-efled, for 
though we have finned, Chrift has diql 
for finners, and is ^ble to fave to tlie ut- 
termoft. Yet^ certainly, we have much 
caufe to grieve, and be afliamcd, that we 
have lived fp long to fo little purpofc, 
that we have received {o much and ren- 
dered fo litde, and that after all our 
experience and refplufions, we are ftill fo 
ina(5bivc, and unftable, in his fervice. 
The foares, temptations, and enemiw 
around us, may make us thoughtfol, if they 
do not make us tremble. Thefe wouki 
furely prevaU againft us at laft, were not 
fhe L/>rd on our fide. We may almoft 

tremble Hkewifc, for die fins of diofe among 
whom we live. Lot chofe to refide in 
Sodom, becaufe it was a plcaiant country, 
and wcU watered; ,but the fins of the in- 
habitants, foon made him /orget die ad 
vantages of the place. His righteous fouj 
was vexed, from dgy to day, by their un^ 
Jgodly deeds. And fo fliaU we feel, tf we 
^ 2 have 
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have a due regard for xht glory of Gody 
the love of Chriil, and the ibuls of oiir 
neighbours. We have likcwife caufc to 
tremble» when we think of the judgments 
that feem at prefent> han^ng over a linfu], 
infenfible nation. We have juft reafon to 
fear, left mercy fo long defpifed^ fhoukl be 
withdrawn. Let. u$, like good Eli^ trem- 
ble for the ark of God. And in this view 
we may tremble for ourfclves, for we have 
- contributed our part^ to the filling up the 
♦meafore of national iniquity. We have 
ndther borne ftat teftimony againft (in 
in publiCj nor mourned for it in fc- 
cret, as^e ought. Andthough, I truft, 
it Ihall be wdl with us at laft, who can 
tell what fccnesi©f diftrcfe, and difficulty, 
we inay be appointed to "ftrui^le through, 
while we are upon earth ? And therefore 
we (hould tremble, while we rejoice, 

I could enlarge my homily, would time, 
and paper permit. In briefi you have, to 
my comfort, been fpared to finiih another 
year. The event of the next is uncertain. 

I would 
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I would therefore exhort you and mylclf, 
to live this year> as though it wouldj ag 
though it certainly were to be our lafl. 
It may poflibly prove fo. Let us renew 
our application to the throne of grace> 
and the blood of ijprinkling. Let us pray 
that we may be always ready, diat our 
hearts may Jbe withdrawn from worldly 
things, and be fixed, truf!ing in the 
Lord. And then, come life, come death, 
let peace be continued, or troubles be 
multiplied, nothmg ihall be able greatly 
to move us* 
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WayringtOit^ 13 December > 
MY DEAREST, 

Thus far it is wdl> and 1 truft 
fliall be to the end. The weather is fine, 
the roads g6od, the horfc free> and eafjr. 
He, has not ftarted once, though he fomc-' 
tin?*cs raifcs his ears.^ 

Now and dien, I feci foinc twinges at 
being forced from you, though but fcr a 
feafon> but the caufe makes amends. 
Three or ibur weeks will, I hope, rc-unitc 
us J and then, one hour will repay the pains 
of abfence. Let us not wifh away the 
interval, but make the moft of it, for it 
will foon be over. The new fcene of life 
which appears to be opening before uf, is 
very important. We have need to pray 
cameftly, conftamly, for. each other, and 
for ourfelves. Make much of the means 
of grace, refcrve fcafons for retirement. 

Endeavour 
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Endeavour to avoid the Gomjmny by 
which you' cannot improves, and to im-» 
prove by that which yoir* cannot avoid. 
Jidieu. May the peaces of God here, p;^-* 
pare you- for his gloryhcreaftef. Amen ! 



• ' HuHjktf, J $ Deeemher. ■ 

• • V R ATfi rectiii^cd my titfo fromf Mr; 
C. and (hall : proceed to-morrow. I can 
hardly be more happy while feparated 
from you, than at prcfent. Dear Mrs. 
A. who IS wcUj is fitting by me upon her 
hufband's kiiee,' while poor I, am like a 
turtte without my mate^ But I truft my 
rime will cpme agaia. Till then I can 
thirtk, write, and pray, I can repeat your 
name a' thoufand times 1 an.d therefore I 
look at them now, with a plcaiiirc unmkcd 
with envy. But I muft not trifle* I ex- 
pe<ft foon to affume a chafaftcr, which 
ought, if poflible> to wean me from every 
thought that terminates in k\f, or time. 
. - D 4 Pray 



k 
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Prajr Ibr mc> my dcareft^ my hour of Criat 
is at band) a iblemn hourj which will 
call ibr aU my faiths (brciigth, and zeal. 
But the needful fupply k near. In cur 
Lordj there is a flilneis of grace> a fuffi* 
ciency for me, fot you, and for all that 
feek. May he give you that peace which 
pafleth all underilanding, may he blefs us 
while apart, and join us again to our mu- 
tual comfort, here for a time, and hereafter 
for ever ! * 



'London^ %\ Btcmhtr* 

Well ! — ^AU is over for the prc- 
fent, and I have only cheated you out of a 
journey to London. Laft night I waited 
on the Bifliop of Cheften He received 
me with great -civility; but he faid, as the 
dde was out df his diocefe, he could do 
me no effectual fervice, and that the no^ 
tice wa^ mucfi too Ihort. However^ he 
counterfigned my teftimonials, and di- 
rtied 
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?c£lcd me to Dr. N — ^ the Archbilhop*s 
chs^lain. On him I waited this mornings 
He referred me to the fccretary, and frotrt 
him I received the fofceft refiilal imagm.* 
aWe. He had reprefented my affair to 
the,Archbi(hop, but his Grace was in- 
fkxible in fupportiiig the rules aiid canons 
of the church, &c-, 

Had my eye been railed no hi^er than 
to his Grace of York, J ihould have been 
difplcafed and difconcerted ; but I am in 
the hands of the great Lord of all. He 
has been pleaied to prove me, whether my 
furrender to his will was fincere, or not, 
and He has enabled me to (land the triaL 
As fure as our names are John and Mary, 
you will find that the time, and expence of 
this journey, will not be thrown away. I 
am quite fadsfied and ealy. The Lord 
Will make all thefe things fubfervient to 
om good. He can open another door in 
a mifiute. I think to go down to Chat- 
ham on Monday, and to iet out for Leeds 
about Thurfday. It may be the fecond 
I D 5 week 
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week in January:, be^e I reach home, 
though i long to fee jrou^ with all die ca- 
geme& of a lover. Take care oF yoar 
heakh, cipedalljr the health of your ibul« 
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I CAMB hither, with your brother, 
tti Saturday. Our family are all well; 
and wdl pleaied with my defign : only 
feme of chem exprefs a litdc of their cares, 
and fears, about money- matters. Mamma 
had a plealing proipeA that I ihould be 
curate to Mr. S — * diat you might be 
near her again. But this prolpedk lafted 
only half an hour, for, upon enquiry, I 
found he was provided. I hear Mr. Her- 
vey is dying, io that T cannot iee him in 
this world You may truft me, to make 
the beft of my way home. I fcem, already, 
to have been from you, the term* of an 
African voyage j and ftill find, as hereto- 
fore, that nothing can make amends for 
'7 . ' the 
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the want of your company. Though the 
Lord permits difficulties and hinderances 
to arifc for the trial of our faith and pa- 
ttence^ I cannot believe, that he either dif- 
approvts, or will finally difappoint, my de- 
fire to ferve him. I iiirrendcrcd myfelf 
U) his difpofal without referve> and I can- 
not wonder^ nor ought I to complam; * if 
He takes me at my word^ and puts my 
fincerity to the proof. Mr. B — is pleafed 
wUb the difintere^dnefs I have been en- 
abled to fhcw, and &ys he is periuaded we 
0iaU be no lofers. He doubts not but 
the Lord will give us more than He will 
call us to part with. Be this as it may> as 
toxlirty money j if He gives us grace and 
peace, if He continues our afTedlion, and 
preferves us to each other, if He is plcaied 
to be with us in every trouble, and exi* 
gence, if he affords us a clear evidence of 
our intereft in a heavenly inheritance, if 
iie favours us widi a calm, believing ac- 
quiefccnce in his will, if He honours us 
with ufefiilnefs in this life, and crowps.us 
T> (^ ' ^with 
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with g^ory in a better— we fhall furdf ' 
have no caufe for complaint. If once 
we reach heaven^ we fiiaU not think that 
we dtd^ or fiiffered, too much for Him wfao» 
lored us, and gave himfelf for us. One 
glan^ of that hapfunels which fh^ en«^ 
dure for eveo wiH abundantly overpay us* 
for idl the cares, and fears,^ we experienced 
during our pilgrimage. 

I cannot exprefs the iatis&(5tion your diear 
letter gave me, b finding you fo eafy,^and 
refigncd>upon the event of my late attempt. 
This is a mercy I would, if ncccflary, or 
poilible, or lawfol, have purchased at the 
price of a Itmh. Nothing diiqueted me 
from the firft of my defign, but the foar 
of inydving you in difficulties, orcaufing 
you uneafinefs. But in this, as in a thou- 
£ukI in&eicesj I have found the hard a 
hearer of prayer. And I hope^ and be«* 
licve, he has a bleBkig in ftore for you> 
upon this account. You know me too 
well to fijfpiBa me of fiattery^ I give yov 
my i^in advice^ when I think it netdfoL 

It 
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It is a proof of ray affeftion. But net-* 
tKer ou^t I to widihold deferved praiic. 
You haire, 6t>m die firft rife of this afikir*- 
aded a part, which perhaps few of your: 
fex could equal To make fuch facrifices^ 
fo cheerfully, and upon fuch flendefi 
grounds, is not commbm I can only fay, 
ic. has not been loft upon me. My pri- 
mary thanks, indeed, are due to the Lord, 
who gave you to me, and who gave you^ 
every qualificadon diat could engage my 
heart, and gratify my utmoft wifhes in a 
wife. My next, are due to you. The 
whole term of our union, forms a feries of 
many a proof of recolkdled love, as Thom- 
ibn %eaks. But nodiing has more ftroi^y 
enhanced my love, and gratitude to you, 
than your condud when we were laft at 
Leeds, and ever fmce. Take courage, 
hokl on, the end will aniwer your expec- 
tations. I can (ay aodiing as to particu- 
lars, but in general, I am fure that none 
who put their truft in God, (hall be finally 
a&anKd I fuppofe you have your (its of 

fear 
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fear ^and unbeltJe£ I faavelikcwiie fe- 
*verely felt them/ at times. :But mind 
them not, or turn them to advantage> by 
makiiig chcm occafions of more frpqurac, 
and carneft prsayer- For it \% writtro, . 
CaB upon m'c ia trpuble^ and I will deli- : 
v^iitheey and thou fliak g^rify me. Let. 
us i^e. diligent iq the means of grace ^ 
theie are the paths in which the Lord has 
commanded us to walk, and where he has* 
promifed to meet us, and blefe us. The 
enemy would fain keep us from them, 
or make them burdenlbme; and he has 
too often prevailed. Should not expe- 
rience make us wife ? Has it not always 
been beft with us^ when we have been 
moft diligent in prayer, inoft' aaentive to 
die fcriptures, and moft difengaged from 
the world, and fr<»n trifling company? 
Have wc not found a vanity in every thmg 
but rel^orr, elpeciaUy when trouble ha$ 
ftarcd us in die face, or when pain, or 
ficknefs, have taken hold of us ? Why 
then fhould we be fbpltd and dectived 
^ any 



n 
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any more ? Let us return to the Lord; 
diere is forgivcneis with him for the paft, 
fupplies fuited to every need, none that 
come to him ihall be caft out, none that 
reft on him fliall be overthrown, none that 
love, and fcrve him, fliall be unrewarded. 
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tougbhoreughj ^ January, 

I HOPE this will come in time, ei- 
ther to prevent, or relieve, your uneafinefs 
on my account. Whatever you have luf^. 
fcred, or may fufFer for me, you Ihall W 
made amends, fb far as gratitude will pafs 
for payment, and fo far as the (ludy of my 
life can promote your fatisfaftion. If you 
have had fears for me, they were needlefs. 
And I hope you will in time learn to tnrfV 
me, and all your concerns, to God^ who 
careth for us. I left London on Saturday 
about ten, but foon found I had a very in- 
different horfe. I have been obliged to 
travel his pace, for he poficively refufes to 
travel mine -, and though I teU him how 
impatient I am to lee my dear M. he will 
not move one foot the fafter. When I 
came to Barnet, I demurred about the 
road i at length I turned Jp the right, not 

knowing 
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knowing when I might have io good an 
opportunity of feeing the perfons, I men- 
tioned in my laft, 

I. put up at Welling, fent a note to 
Dr. Young, and received for anfwer, that 
he would be glad to fee me. I Ipcnt an 
hour with him. His converfation was 
agreeable, and much anfwerable to what 
1 cxpefted-from the Author of the Night 
Thoughts. He feemcd Kkewife pleafed 
with me. It would have furprifed you to 
hear how I let my tongue run, before this 
great man. He aj^roved my delign of en- 
tering the mmiflry, and faid many encou* 
xagir^ things upon the fubjeft; and when 
he difinifled nie, defired that I would' 
never pafs near his houfe, without calling' 
upon him. 

; I Ipent Sunday at Everton, and am 
glad I went, though it will coft me twa 
days more abfence from you. The firft five 
miles from thence into the York road, 
were, I think, the worft I had ever rid,, 
or fcen. I was fomctimcs in fear for my-- 

felf* 
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h]£r but more frequently for nvy poor 
borfe> left I muft have left him ftickkigp* 
in the clay, as a mcmoraijduriy of my hav*- 
log paffcd tliiatway; When J pi« up'at 
night, I feund that I hadr Comcy ai>3tft fix! 
miles beyond the place, where \ Ibotiidi 
have turned off^ Ic was z poor day's 
journeyv but eighteen^ miles in all, and. 
fix of th€n% out of the way^ • On Tucf-I 
cfey I was aduifed to keep on?fixtecn milci' 
f^irther, and I fliojifd find a tuf npikc road/ 
tQ'Leiccfter.; If- 1 haci miffed this turn«i 
ing Hkcwifc, % fliouW have miflfcd. fam<?t 
trouble and l^pidi^tion. I had tbift}r-t{iree) 
mU^S/ croli.rQ^d CQ gos andi ^;und i|&ucb 
<jf it, a croft rqad indeed. - Thau^I'th«l 
worft pieces of it> if taken together, were- 
not above ten miles, I would rather- go 
an hundred nfiilcs rourrJ, than travel it 
^g^in- ' I am ftili a hundred miles €rom^ 
you, but I have no more kind 'friendss^ nor-' 
crois roads, to detain me. Thank the 
I^o:*d for preferving me in health, and 
fafcty. My horfc is recovered from hi% ^ 

fright. 
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fri^t, Hlfid feem3 in better order tlwi> 
when I left I^ndon. I an>- likely to J€>g 
on by myftlf, for if any perfons were going, 
my way, they would hardly have patience, 
to wait my horfe's motiqas, nor would hc^ 
mend his pace to pleafe any body. But* 
i truft I am not alone, nor do I oftea* 
feel a want of any company but yours^ 
Continue to pray for mc. 1 truft we ihall 
live to fee the har^d of God .OMermUng 
every thing for our .benefit ;. and that 
every feparation, inconvenience^ or cx-» 
pcnte, occafioned by a defirc o£ promot- 
ing hb gIofy> (hall be well made up to 
usj in the beft dme# 

I CANNOT jtell you, how often your 
dear name has been in my mouth, fincc 
I left you, nor how earneftly, and frc- 
qucntly, I commend you to the Lord's 
bleffing. May he teach us to improve* 
thefe ihort, occafional feparations. When 
I am abfcnt frqm you* I mod fenfibly 

feci 
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feci how cfcar yoir arc to fee ; and what 
a heavy trial I Ihould have> if God was 
to take you wholly from me. I ought 
to believe^ that He will enable mc to 
bear, whatever h€ inayappoint> bccaufc 
iuch is his promiici but at prefent it 
feenBy Aat a blow fo near to my heart, 
would be long, and deeply felr, in every 
other circumftance of life, and that I 
Ihould find pleafure in nothing, but in 
bemoaning my ]o& I doubt not, but 
you have fimilar thoughts, upon the fup« 
pofidpn of my being removed. May 
we therefore learn, m the firft place, to 
be thankful that we have been fo often 
reftored, and fo long preferved, to each 
other; and that our aSe£bion is ftill main- 
tained inviolable, and increafing. And 
fecondly, to be watchful and cautious, 
that we do not, by o\ir idolatry, or ingra- 
titude, render it neceffary for the Lord, 
even in mercy, to wound us in the moft 
fenfible part, and to puniih dther of us, 
in the peribn of the other. 

You 
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You did not bid me write, be- 
<:aufe, I fuppofe, you hardly thought I 
could refrain, for fo many tedious days, 
from giving, my mind a little vent. How 
often have I told you, that whatever 
pleafure, or amuiement, I may find in the 
company 'of friends, yet there is a pecu- 
liar fomething, that fhares in, and gives 
an inexprelTible call to every motion of 
my mind, when you are abfent ? A. man 
deprived of his right hand, may go about 
his bufinefs with the fame fpirit, and aki- 
crity, as in time paft, yet every thing he 
oindertakes, will necefiarily remind, and 
convince him of his lofs. This, or ibme- , 
idling like it, I may have hinted a thou- 
fand times; but as I write and fpeak 
/rom my heart, the thought occurs as 
I'eadily to vaCi as at the firft, and I can- 
not 
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not cafily avoid rcpcaring it I am afraid 
of idolatry, I am afraid we have been, 
and ftill are, too girilty of die charge; 
and the Lord, to whom alone we belong, 
and to whom all our fcrvices, and affec- 
tions, are primarily due, might juftly, very 
Juftly, blaft our boafted paradife. Yet 
we owe ii^ to him that our foulsarc fiif- 
ceptive ti£ tender, and generous feelings. 
He formed us for each otlier, and his 
good Providence brought us together. It 
IS no wonde? if fo many years, fo many 
endearments, fo many obligations/ have 
produced an uncommon eSeA; and that 
hy long habit, it is become ahnoft impof- 
fiblc for me to draw a breath,, in which ' 
you are not concerned. If this mutual 
affection leads us to the fountain from 
whence our Ueflings flow, and if we cah 
regard each other, and every thing about 
^s, witk a reference to that eternity to 
which we are hafting, then are we happy 
indeed. Then not even deith, (the dread 
of mortals^ e^ecially of thoie who live in 

the 
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the pofleflion of cKeir wilhes) can gready 
laarm us.. 'Death itfelf cjtn onJy part us 
for a littk fpace, as the pier of a bridge, 
tdtvidfcs -the -fti-eam., for a few moments, 
ibut cannot make a real reparation. The 
4friendly waters foon mix again, and with 
•one force, and confent, prefs forward 
to the ocean. 

Were it not for the fiipport of bc- 
ficving that there is a brighter^ and a longer 
^ay, beyond th« grave, I fhould fink down 
in defpair, and ftarve, if I may ufe a vul- 
gar faying, in the midft of plenty. For 
though I have known too much, not to 
fmile at the cold difciples (if there are any 
iiich) of Platonic lovt ; yet methinks a 
regard like ours, is defigned to flourilh 
in a better world than this, and can never 
appear di(played*to its full extent, and ad- 
vantage, until tranfplalitcd into thofe rc- 
vgions of light and joy, where All that is 
imperfedt, and tranficnt, &all bc^no more 
known. Here then is the true plan of 
happinefs for us; to confider .that-God 

who 



^%. 
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who made us« made us immortals; and 
app(MJ3ted us to fpend io many years, in 
the moft bterefting conneAion^ not only 
to fwcetcn the cares of life, and to render 
our path throi^h this wilderneis more 
caly i but chiefly, that we might be help- 
ful in animating each other, in our pro- 
grefs to that kingdom, and crown, which 
is incorruptible, and undefiled A king- 
dom to which we are called by Him, who 
died once, to give us right, and now 
lives for ever, to give us entrance. 



It. is almoft noon, and no letter. 
I begin to fear I Ihall not have one by 
this poft; and I know not the time when 
a kttcr from you, would luvc been more 
welcome, or more neceflary. I can but 
poorly bear your abfence at any time, but 
• I fecm to need you now, more than ever. 
I feel much fuipenie^ and anxiety, about 

our 
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our late propofcd movements *y and I have 
410 one, to whom I can unbofom myfclf 5 
or if I had a thou(and friends^ they would 
figmfy litdei without 70U. I am afhamed, 
. and grieved, to think how iricfbme I find 
it, to be here alone. 

Now I am well again : a great rap at 

the door, and a letter from fomebody, has 

quite cured me. But, as a few days of my 

leave of abfence, arc yet ynexpired, and 

the Colledbor (to whom I told a fed ftory, 

what a poor dlfconfolate thing I am) ha3 

added fix more to them, I think to take a 

journey into Yorklhire, and to meet you, 

in good time, at Manchefter. I am told, 

the coach periforms in two days, which I 

am afraid will be fatiguing to you j but if I 

get hold of you again, you fhall not want 

for good nurfing. 

I am glad you ventured to London by 
water j for I wilh you to ftrive againft, and 
xonquer, vain fears. The only way of 
doing this efie6hjaUy> is by placing oi^r 
hopes and fears, where aloncthey arc due. 

Voi^ II. E Let 
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Jjct us pray * for. grace to fear- the- Lord> 
. arid bis goodneis, and then we* need not 
.be afraid, though the earth be nioved> 
and the mountains caft into the midft of 
the fea. Many a prayer I have put up for 
yoy, fince I faw you, I hope the Loni will 
anfwer us for ourfelves, and each otlier. I 
liope you wiH not be wanting to pray for 
yourfdf. Prayer is the great fecret, which 
gives the true rclifli to. life. When I can 
pray with fome Kberty, I find all goes on 
weUi when I-cannot, I have no real plea- * 
fure in any thing, I believe, I fhould not 
have begun my letter in fo complaining a 
ft rain, if I was not much out of frame 
for prayer. Draw nigh to God, and he 
>vill draw nigh to youj is a maxim that 
we ought always to regard. To-morrow 
I fet off for Yorkftiire. But how gladly 
. wouldl give up the pleafure of vifiting my 
rfricnds there, to fly, by the ftiorteft road, 
to yew, that I might tell you by word of 
mouth, if I was able, how much I am 

Yours, &c. . 

You 
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You will perhaps wonder that I 
choofe the formality of writing, when we 
have fo many happy opportunities of ex- 
changing hearts, by difcourfe. But in this 
way I can collect my thoughts, and prefent 
them to you, in one view. And you can 
likewife perufe, and reconfidcr them, at 
your leifure. Therefore without further 
apology or preamble, I proceed to the 
point. 

Though it is not neceflary, it always 
gives me pleafure to repeat, how truly I 
love you, how much my happinefs de- 
pends upon you, and that I never tafte 
pleafiire more lincerely myfetfi than when 
I am inftrumental to the promoting of 
yours. And that, on the ^ contrary, I 
account it among my moft painful trials, 
if cither through inadvertence or nccef- 
E 2 fity. 
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fity, I occafion you any uneafincft, I 
al!bme no merit from being able to fay 
this. It amounts to no more, than that 
I know when I am well. Befides it is a 
juft debt, . in which I ftand bound for the 
innumerable obligations^ your affedtiofi 
daily increafes upon me. I ihould be 
blind not to perceive, and ungrateful if I 
did not acknowledge, that you are not 
behind hand with me in your inclination; 
and, from the turn of bur circumftanccs, 
you^have *had &tFer opportunities of fhew- 
ing, what facriiices you can make for my 
repofe, efpeoia% within thefc lall three 
years. 

And ftiU it icems the advantage is, and 
will 'be, on yeur fide. I am ftiB ftriving 
to decline the thoughts of an undertaking, 
which though otherwife I fhould think 
;igreeable» has this momentous difficulty 
attending it, that it has not your full 
concurrence, andapprobation. If I thought 
myfelf in the path of duty, and had you 
on nay fide, methinks all trials would be 

xromparatively 
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comparatively light j but when duty feeips 
to call one way, and my regard for your 
peace fcems to plead powerfully for an* 
other> how can I but be greatly per* 
plcxcd? 

Not but that I am well aflured, if I 
told you, I was at fuch a pinch, that I 
could fee no medium between grieving 
you, and acting againft the light of my 
own mind, you would comply with any 
proposal I could make ^ and would radier 
fuffer in lilence, than fee tne at continual 
variance with myfelf. But fiicb a confent 
would, nor &iisly sne* The iRcr« ^f^str 
conftratned yourfelf for me^ h much eke 
more fhould I be pained hx youj and 
thus, by our fenfibility, wq fhould give 
each other greater trouble, in propor* 
tion as we endeavoured to avoid it. 

I hope therefore that I write this in a 
happy hour, and that the Lord, who has 
power over all hearts (to whom we owe 
our all, and efpecially our mutual love), 
will accompany it with his bleffing, that I 
E 3 may 
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may not merely extort your confent, but 
obtain your fiill concurrence and appro- 
bation to my defign. I much '^defire to 
enlarge my little attempts in the way of 
preaching, or expounding, (call it. what 
you pleaft), in Liverpool. The wi(h of 
many here, the advice of many abfent, 
and my own judgment (I had almoft 
faid my confcience), are united on one 
fide ; which I think would preponderate 
agabft.Mr. JBr*--'& fingle Hfendment, if 
your fears did not add weight to his 
fcalc. 

^ The late death of Mr, . Jones of St. Sai* 
viour% has pnelTed this conbern more 
clofely upon my mixid.' I fear it muft be 
wrong, after having f6 folemnly devoted 
n)yfelf to the Lord for his fervice, to 
wear away my time, and bury my talents 
in filence (becaufe I have been refofed or- 
ders in the church), after all the great things 
that He has done for me. And fliould 
He throw me upon a fick bed,. or vifit j^«[ 
for my fake, I bcjicvc the fenfe.of n)y 

cowardice. 
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cowardice, and Indolence, in this bufmefs,. 
would greatly -aggravate my diftrefs. 

I think thei^e ane btit two poffible ob- 
jeftions againft mypurpofd The firft is. 
That I jfhould probably draw upon my- 
fclf, fome of that fcorn or oppofition, 
which, in a greater or lefs degi'ee, is- the 
ufual portion of thofe who detern\ine to 
be faithful. But'even if this was a weighty 
fomething, though indeed it is quite light, 
when_^om£arcd wjth the blcHings pro- 
mifed to thofe* who fuffer for the truth 5 
it is fome encouragement to find, that 
after it has been publicly known, for more 
than a twelvemonth, that fcveral of my 
friends frequent my houfe on a Sunday 
evening, I have not had the lead difturb- 
ance near home, nor been treated with 
the leaft difrefpeft, or ridicule abroad, upon 
that account. And if I procured a larger 
place to fpeak in, I might ftill go on as 
quietly*. However I am willing to ven- 
ture. 

The other objedtion being ftarted by 
E 4 prudence. 
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prudence, ought to be attended to. But 
I think that if I chofe fuch times only, as 
would not interfere with my bufinefs, I 
ihould run no hazard of lofing my place. 
And this is the opinion of my immediate 
fuperiors in office, whom I have con- 
fulted upon the point. Nay I know not 
but the diminutions I have/ound in my 
emoluments^ may be owing to my hefi- 
tation. If I fcrve the Lord heartily, he 
will be anfwcrable for confequences v but 
if I continue to fcrve him by halves, and 
to rebel againlt the conviction of my 
mindj mil it be any wonder^ that when 
I look for much> it Ihould come to littte ?- 
You know that I am not wholly in* 
competent, either as to knowle%e or ex* 
preffion. Shall I flatter your regard for 
me, by hinting, that perhaps a ftcp of 
this kbd, may (in a little time), gain me 
more refped and eftimation than I have, 
yet known ? But, I hope, we bo A wilh 
to be governed by a nobler motive, ft 
will be of litde moment what Ae people 

of 
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of the world once thought of me, when 
they, and we, (hall (land before the jvidg* 
mcnt feat of Chrift ! 

You juftl/ complain of dull Sabbaths. 
Let us thdn embrace the firft favourable 
opportunity, of aiming at what may morp 
enliven them. You love to hear me fpeak, 
i^on aU occafions. And I think you have 
ibmetime& heard me with pleafure, as a 
preacher. And, you know not what bleflk 
ings may be yet rcferved for you. Per- 
haps the Lx)rd may fend you the greateft 
favours, by the hand of him, from whom, 
|K>u are kind enough to accept the fmalleft 
trifle with compbcence. 

After all, as I have already f^d, I can- 
not be coQienc with lorcing your bare 
acq%iielcence. I beg therefore you wiH 
think it over £requendy, and intreat the 
Lord to diiteft us both. Perh^, before 
longy it maf feem to deface your appro*-* 
batlon. To hear you fay fo^ would mak^ 
me quite another peribn. For while I 
Mimia ixi thb fttfpcnfe, I ktlx at thne^ 
E 5 a burden 
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a burden which I cafn hardly bear, and 
cannot poffibly'fliake off *r 

May 

• The influence of my judicious, aad.affe£Uopat* 
counfellor, moderated the zeal which dictated the j^re- 
ccding letter, and kept me quiet, till the Lords time 
^voty when L ihould have the defn^ of iiiy heart. 
Had it not been for ber^ I ihould perhaps jlave pre, 
eluded myfelf from thoft important fcenes of fei-vice^ • 
to which he was pleafcd to appoint me. But the ex- 
ercifes-of my mind upon this bead, I believe, have not 
bc^n peculiar toy ranyrfeif. I ha^re kaowii iryend pfXH 
fons; fenfible^ pious, of competent ^bUitie^ f;pr4i^ll)J 
attached to the eftabliflied chtirch, who, being weade^^ 
out by Tepekiied refiifals of ordination, ^d; pefkaps; 
jiot baying tiie adysmtage o£ foch att adrifer as I hadi. 
have at length ftruck into the itinerant; path, orjfet- 
tled among fhe Diffenters. Some, of thefr, yet lijing,. 
ISttTS'iften of refpeaalrfe charafters; and ufeful in ttieir 
mnilb^. But their infliien<e, which •'moull ohce hato 
been ferviceablc to the true inter^fts of the <huiicb 9$ 
England, now rather operates againft it. I was long 
In a trying fituation, 'thinking myfelf bound iii conZ 
fciencc, upon grounds, which, I believe, would have 
ftood the teft of candid exiimiiiatk>iii^cy|ui4 X b^i^ 
obtained a hearing; and yet refufed^^^^flion, >j& 
f wo archbilhops and one bilhop, into that line of Ser- 
vice, which had my decided preifcrence. -This wasr 
pufii, pf th« rcaibns I have to pndfe God, for;th«part»cr 
He mercifviHy allotted me. She was ufeful to me 
' through 
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May the Lord blcfs, guide, and guard 
you, and abundantly reward you for all 
your affedion and idndnefs to 

Yoursi &C. 

through life, but perhaps in no one inftance more 
efientially &>y than in the prudent u(e fh^ made, of my 
afFe^lion to her, and of hers to me, at^^is period. 
I believe no arguments but hers, could ^bave re* 
ftrained me for almoft two years, from taking^ raih 
ftep9 of which I ihould perhaps, have foon repented, 
and which would have led me far wide of the honour, 
and comfort, I have fince been favoured with. The 
Lord's time, is like the time of tide, which no liu«« 
man power ckl either accelerate, or retard, T)ioiigli 
it tarry, wait for it. 



E 6 Youn 
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London f $ A^U, 

Youit poor huCband has need of 
your prayers> diat he may not forget himfel^ 
amklft the many carefles he meets with. I 
hope I fliall not, but my heart ts deceitful^ 
and deiperately wicked; and I can akeady 
^, how prolperity blinds, and hurts, even 
per^s of gpod fenie> and much experi- 
ence. I cannot but be pleafed, tq find fa 
many gracious people^ in the higher fcalc 
of life. But I hope I could take as much 
pleafure, in converfing with the poor of 
the fbck, I think I could be happy at 
Olney, if the Lord made me ufefql to the 
people thcrci Aotigh neither they, nor I, 
ihouki be fpokcn oC beyond the bounds 
of the parifh, I am g^ad, you are pleafed 
with, the proipeds for no earthly con- 
fideradon can animate me fb much, as to 
have our hearts, and defires^ united in this 
, ' points 



r 



TFbile refidmt at Dverpod, 17 64, Z$ 

point, as they are in every thing elie. 
What a blcfling do I poffefe, in our undi- 
vided, unabated affeftion ! May the Lord 
iandbify it, as a mean to lead us both> more 
clofely to himfelf. We are comparatively, 
happy now j but we fliall not be. complete-' 
ly fo, till we arrive in the better world, of 
pcrfea peace and purity. My heart re- 
joices at the thought, of n>ecting you fbon, 
at Liverpool ; but what will that be, to the 
joy, when we (hall ftand together, before 
the throne of ^ory, free from every im- 
perfeftion, and trial; when we Ihall fee 
Jefus as he is; be fully conformed to his 
image, and join in fingtng his praifes for 
ever. With what complacence IhaH I 
then confider you, as the inftrument the 
Lord prepared, to preferve me from ruin ? 
And how will you praife him for our 
union, if he is pleaied to make me, in any 
meafiire uieful, to promote your &ith and 
hopel 

I cannot, as yet, ju^e, how my afiairs 
will terminate. If it pkafe the Ixrd; if 

' " ^ it. 
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it be the righf place, and the right time, I!; 
fhall fucceed. But I would have you pre.- 
pared. For, what we call, a difappointment^ . 
But difappointments, are neither more nor 
lefs, than providential intimations of the 
will of God. 



London, 12 JpriL 

I WAS with the bifhop of Lincoln 
this morning) and he has fixed on Monday 
next for my examinauon. If I get fafe 
through that fcene> I fuppgfe my ordina- 
tion will foon follow. He received me 
with great civility and candour. The be- 
ginning of my interview with the bifliop 
of Cheller, was not fo pleafing. I fufpeft 
that fome pcrfon, or perfons, at Liverpool, 
had written to him, and not in my favour. 
Great men, riot being able to fee every . 
where, with their own eyes, muft depend 
upon information; and are liable to be 
impofed upon by mifreprefentation. He 

&id» 
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ftid, thait before he could authenticate my 
telHmonials; fie'nilift'afk me fome quef- 
tions. But when I (hewed him Lord 

D- 's letter; a full flop was put to 

air enquiries, but what weire agreeable.' 
Me became very fociable; kept rhe in chit- 
chat, ne^r an'hour; and, when I took my 
leave, he wiftied me much fuccefs. I 
Ihall be' glad to have this bufinefs fairly 
finilhed. My mind has been greatly un- 
fettfed. 'Much company, and frequent 
changes, do not well fuit me. Friends 
fmile, and favour me, on all fides; but 
creature regards, afFeft me too ftrongly, 
and I feel a degree of dearth, in the midft 
of plenty. I hbpe I fhall be better, when 
we return to our old uniform way of life, fo 
f&r as the expefted change, will admit of 
uniformity. I have been more familiar 
with the higher fort of life, of late, than 
fonnerly, and fee it, in its greatcft ^dvan-' 
tage and beauty. But ftill, my heart is at 
bomey Md'l am fully convinced, that no 
aflemblage of eardily things, could make 

mc 
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mc more, h^py than I have been> and 
hope to be ag^in, in the, moderate fitua- 
tion, to which we have been accaftomed. . 
I defire to praife God, for the progrefs 
of your recovery 5 and begin now> to think 
ferioufly of our f emoval. How will you 
be able to travel, fo foon after your long 
iUnels, and confinement ? But why do I 
look fo far beforehand? Will not he^ 
who has done fo much for u$> do what is 
ftill needful? I muft break off. May 
the Lord blef$, and comfort you^ 



Just ia the apparent mqment of 
fiiccefs, new difficulties occurred, wluch 
(eemed to thresitejiy a total overthrow to 
ixiy bufmef^. So ^ poor &ilor is fome- 
times alarmedi with the apprebenfipn pf 
iObipyrreck, wljen hia port 13 in vie^, By t> 
as I fruft aj!i\dif^wlfi^s arc now ohvRted^ 
;hro]iigh the kip4 mterferencc of L(>rd 

D ~, 
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D, , CO whom I have occafioned 

too much trouble, I Ihali fay no more of 
them. 

J waked on the.bifliop of Lincoln tHb 
morning, and have rcafon to revere him,. 
for his candour, and tenderncls. The ex- • 
amination lalled about an hour, chiefly 
upon the principal heads of divinity. As. 
I was rcfolved, not be charged, hereafter, . 
with diffimulation, I was -conftrained to. 
diflfent from his Lprdlhip, in fome points* 
B-ut he was nof offended} he declared him- 
felf fadsfied, and has promifed to ordain 
me, either next Sunday, in town, or .the 
Sunday following, at Buckden. Let us 
praife the Lord ! 



London^ «o Aprtl* 

What thanks do I owe to the Lord> 
for all his goodnefs to me ! He made me 
willing to refign all, and to ^nter upon a 
yery obfcifre, and iimited fcivice^ for the . 

fake 
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fake of his golpel : but when it came to 
the point, he mercifully interpofcd, to pre- 
vent it. I afcribc it to his goodnefs, that 
rriy application to the archbifhop, fix years 
ago, did not fuccecd. There is now a 
probability, of my being comfortably fix- 
ed, in a more agreeable connexion. May 
he keep me humble, and dependant, and 
all will be well. But I fee fome ftriking, 
and uriexpefted inftances, of the great 
danger^ to which_the_CQuntenance 3 and 
friendfhip, of perfons of diftincftion, may 
cxpofe a minifter. We are poor, weak, 
inconfiftent creatures, if left but a litde to 
cnirfelves. My next acknowledgments are 

due to Lord D . He has greatly 

interefted himfelf in my behalf. Confider- 
ing his rank, and fome other circum- 
ftances, I might wonder, that he ftiould 
fubmit to take fo much trouble, did I not 
obferve, from other inftances, that he 
thinks not of himfelf, where there is any 
probability, that his influence can procure 
benefit to others. 

As 
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. Ag I have a.littk leilure, I muft fill up 
the paper j but how ? I can repeat, that I 
love you 5 - that I.continually offer up pray* 
ersj and thanks^ on your behaJ£ I can 
tell you again>^ as I have tpl4 you a thou* 
land tinacs, that your dear perfon, your. 
afFea;ion> and all its intcrefting proofs and 
pledges, are deeply engraven on my heart. 
Oh ! what do I, what do we both owe, to 
the God of oui; lives ! Shall.not the mer- 
cies, we pofTefs in eagh other, thojugh great 
and valuable In theoifcls^es, be mtich more" 
fo in their effefts! Shall they not lead 
us higher, and prove ^s fteps, by wluch 
we^may rife toaftill greater happinefel 
Yes, I truft fo. When 1 look back with 
wonder, to fee how the Lord has led us 
thus far, Jby. a way which we knew not, I 
ani encouraged to hope, that the end will 
<jrown the whole. How gracious has he 
been to mc, in preferving me from innu- 
merable inconveniences, into which I 
have been ready to plunge myfelf ; and in 
giving me fo many advantages and friends ! 

: • How 



How gracious fcas he httti to you/ m^vi-* 
firing you fcafonably> yet gpntly, from: 
time to timei in mitigating your illnefs ^ 
preibmn^ and compofing youy durifig m/ 
abfence > ki permitting ybu again to- gc> 
abroad f Alid now^ I hope, you have at 
change of fttualion before you^ which will 
prove to your comfort^ in every refpcft. 
It is true, as you ohferve, if we remove to 
Olney, we ihafi not be wholly without 
triab. They are infeparable from this: 
isnortalihte^ end they are ncccflarry to dif- 
cipline usi and to keep usirom wandering/ 
Let us, theKibre, guard ttgainft reining m 
die creature. Let us pray for fuhmiflTidn 
to the will of God> and that we may wd** 
come Vitr^ events from a (enfe of his hand 
being concerned in itj and a perfuafion 
(which his promiles warrant) that fome 
way or other, all Ihall conduce to our 
final advantage. 



I HAVS 
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I HAVE waked tipon the bifhop^ 
this afternoon; have gone through all the 
|)revious forms, and am to be ordained 
(if the Lord pleafe) at eleven (!b-morrom 
1 hope the repeated intintations I havp 
given you, concerning this long-expeAed 
to-morrow, have been in tiaie, to engage 
you in earneft prayer for me. I now al- 
mofl: ftagger at the profpeft before me. 
My heart is, in fome meafure, though T 
4lare not fay Suitably, afFedted. I am to 
Aand in a wtry public point of vicw^ to 
take the charge of a large pariih; to an- 
ifwer the inceffant demands of ftated, and 
^occafional fervices ; xofreacb wTiat I ougbf^ 
^xid to be what ! preacb. Oh t what zea^ 
faithi patience, watchfulnefe, and coarage^ 
will be needful for fny fupport, and guid- 
ance ! My only hope is in the name, and 
|)0wer, of Jefus. May that precious name 
ht as ointment poured forth« to your (bul 
3 and 
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and mine! May that power be trium- 
phantly manifefted in our weaknefs ! 

I purpofe now, to crofs tlie country to 
Olney, juft to peep at the place, and peo- 
ple, and to take the Liverpool coach, at 
Stony -Stratford. If fo, we may meet on. 
Thurlday. My heart jumps at die thought. 
But the Lord's time will be the beft. 



Buckd£n, 14 June. 

I CAME hither, in fafety, about 
eleven this morning. I have been twice 
at prayers, at the chapel. The bilhop 
received me very kindly. Whether I 
have a fecond examination to go through, 
or not, I cannot yet tell. 

I underftand, I cannot be difmifled very 
foon on Monday; fo that it will probably 
be tea-time, before I am with you. I 
think you will truft me, not to make any 
unneccflary delay. You know where I 
left my heart, and that, even if I was in a 

much 
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^much more agreeable fituation, than at 
prcfent, I would break through all, for 
your fake; and prefer the little vicar- 
age of Olney, with you in it, to the palaces 
of kings, without you. 

I meet here with many candidates for 
orders, but I know not that there is one of 
my own turn. However, they are all very 
civil; and. I endeavour to accommodate 
myfelf'to them, as far as duty, and con- 
science will permit. 

I pray the Lord, to fill your heart with 
his love. Then you will bear my abfence 
as eafily, as we can brook the want of a 
candle, when the fun Ihines in his rjoon- 
day ftrength. Pray for me, and for your- 
Telf. And remember, that, amidft the 
many things which require a degree of our 
attention, one thing is more elpecially 
needfiil. I commend you to his- grace, 
and blefling. 



Your 
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Your letter (as you will believe) 
was very welcome. I defire to be thank- 
ful for your fafe journey. I fct off, the 
moment the coach was but of fight, an4 
had a pleafant walk home. As I was 
paffing through Emberton, an old woman 
came after me, and invited mc to her cot- 
tage. Five or fix more women foon 
joined us. We talked, fung a hymn, and 
I prayed. I thought it a good baiting place 
hy the way. 

1 am well, and as com&rtably ietded ^s 
I can defire, during your abfence, I feel 
the want of your company, but hope to 
bear it without anxiety. I cannot wifh to 
love you lefs; I hope it is impofiible. But 
I wifh for us both, that our regard may 
be fandified, and kept in due fuj^ordina- 
tion. While I rqoice, that we are fo hap- 
pily fenfible, of what we owe to each 
other, I have caufe to mourn, that our love 

to 
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to him, (houW be fo feint, and diipropor- 
tiohate. His love to us paflcs knowledge. 
He loved us, wlicn we were enemies, with 
a kve, expenfive, and incerefting, beyond 
'expreffioin. .A love, that expofed him to 
ignominy, and torture, that coil: him \k% 
idoed, and his life. A love, that makes 
over to thofe who believe in him, all the 
riches of grace, and glory^ 

You need not propofe Mr. T — *^ cafe 
to floe, as a caution. Our fituations, and 
conftitutiohs, arc different. However, I 
&all try to be prudent, and carefl)]. But 
our times are in the Lord's hands. . He 
who prcfervcd me at Liverpool, will pre-- 
icrvc me at Olney, fo long as he has fer- 
vice for me to do. Beyond this, I have 
no* great dcfirc to live, unlefs upon your 
account. A»d, I truft, he will fpare me, 
while it IS needful, and good for you. K 
ivc have an eternity to ipend together, in 
fiis praHc, it is no great matter who is re- 
moved firft, or how loon. All our tears 
will be then wiped away. 

Vol. IL F AU 
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AH our friends here, fecm to vie in civili- 
ty ; and thofe who are not friends, are kept 
quiet* I hope not to provoke them, bj 
any part of my behaviour ; but if they will 
be offended with me, for fpeaking the 
truth, I cannot *help it, A^ to provifion, 
I am quite eafyaboot it. The Lord, who 
brought me from Africa, where I was def- 
titute of every thingj who has given you 
to me, -and dealt fo bountifully with us 
hitherto, "wSil not fufFer us to want any real 
good, now he has fo vifibly difplayed his 
power^ and providence, in placing «nc 



1 OBSERVE what you fay about 
Hampftead. It fecms a fituation, in Ibmc 
refpeds defirable, and, was I only to con- 
fult my affeftion for you, 1 Ihould wifti to 
fee you in more agreeable circumftanccsi^ 
than I can exped to procure you here, 
% But 
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"But we have ftriking examples, to remind 
us, of the danger of choofing for ourfelves, 
. and being dazzled by great profpcds." I 
am well convinced, that the Lord brought 
us hither, and without as ckar an Intima- 
tion of his will^ I liope I fhall not indulge 
a wi(h for a removal. The people love 
me J exprefs a warm dcfire for rny con- 
tinuance ; our afleniblies are cro\vded, and 
I hope, die Lord makes my preaching 
ufefuL While things bear this pleafing 
appearanbe, I fhould not only be ungrate- 
ful to the Lord, and my friends, but blind 
to my own comfort, if I liftened to a new 
DfFer. 

My health contiitucs good, 'and I can 
hardly form a wi(h, but for you. But 
when, which is vdry oft^n, I think of the 
diftartce between us, I give a litde figh, 
and long to fee you. I pray many times 
in a day, for your peace, and eftablilhmcnt 
in grace ; and I rejoice in the hope, that 
God is gently drawing you to himfelfi by 
the alternate inducements, of light afflic- 
F 2 tions. 
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tions, and weighty comforts, and favours. 
Let this be your encouragement and mine, 
that no one ever fought him (in the way 
of his own appointment) in vain. Though- 
he may feem to delay, he will furely come, 
and overpay our cxpeftation. For my- 
felf, I have been brought, almofk imper- 
ceptibly, thus far. When I think how 
cold, dull, and heartlefs, I have been; how 
often I have wandered; how often trifled 
upon the brink of temptation; when I 
confider what powerful, vigilant, and fub- 
tle enemies are combined againid me, and 
how many profeffors have fallen, on my 
right hand, and my left, I am, amazed at 
the greatnefs of his mercy, in preferving 
me. I am' a living witnefs, that there is 
forgiveneft with him j and that he is able . 
to fave to the tatermoji. 



The 
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Olney^ 21 July* 

The account you give me, of the 
gentleman who dined with you, is very 
afFefting. Every lofs is gain, that is 
overruled, to bring the foul home to God. 
But the Lord has dealt ftill more favour- 
ably with us. How often have we de- 
fervecj to be feparated ! Yet we are fpared 
to each other. May our lives praifc him, 
and may we be freed from idolatry! To 
love each other, and dearly too, is no fin \ 
nay, it is our duty. But he will not fuffer 
a creature, to ufurp his place in the hcarf. 
The time of our ignorance, he mercifully 
•winked at; but now he has (hcwaus what 
is right, it behoves us to be upon our guard. 
Oh ! that he may fo difplay the power of 
his grace, that the bonds, and fhackles, 
which detain our fouls might be broken ! 
He can, he will do it, if we wait and pray. 
I nowcan judge,by my own feelings, how 
much you muft have luffered, during my 
F 3 long 
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long ftay in London, efpecially, fick, and 
confined as yau was, and anxious for the 
event of my journey. I never pitied yoa 
as I bughti till now. For though I like- 
wife longed every day, and every hour, to* 
fee you, I had many things to divert my 
attention, and alleviate the feelings of ab- 
fence. But at prefent, I am as you was 
then, at home and ^lone. But as I know. 
let who will have your company, I have 
your heart, I can make a good flxift^ for » 
time. 

Haw arc brother and filler C— ? Do 
they love like us ? No, they cannot yeu 
For Love, at firft, is a child^ and grows 
ftronger^ by age. I wilh them happy k 
more happy than this worki, caa make 
them. 



I FEEL your headachatthisdiftancc. 
Your frequent indifpofitions arc not plea- 
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lant, but I truft they are mercies, for which 
we have rcafon to be thankful. Our com- 
forts and crojQTes are all from the fame 
hand. We have chaftifenaentj.only becaufe 
we need it. I aim to leave you. m* the 
Lord's hands. Should we not forget our- 
felves, if he did not fcafonably remind us^ 
What, and where, we are ? In the cafe 
of fome of your dear friends, fo» whom you 
grieve, you may fee, hpw, vsl all proba^ 
bility, it would have been with you, if his 
eye of Love had not been fixed upon yon 
from your birth. He prepared his difpen^ 
fetions, to withdraw you gradually from 
that life of vanity and diffipation, to which 
you might otherwifc have been enflaved, 
all your days. And he has been gendy 
dealing with your heart, for feyeral years 
pafr'i leading you, if flowly> yet, I hope,, 
fiirely, nearer to himfelf. How much of 
his ways, how many of his people, has he 
Ihewn you ! and he has given you a heart 
tP love them, and reconciled you to things^. 
F 4. ta 
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to which you were once as litrie inclined, 
as thole whom you now pity. 
' if I cdnfider the endearing union he has 
eementcd between us, with all its effefts, 
only in a temporal view, I prefer it to aU 
Ac treafures, pleafures,. and honours,, this 
world can afford. So that I would not 
exchange the joy I feel, in the thoi^bt 
Aait you are mine, to be monafch of th« 
whole earth. But furely, i£ is much more 
.valuable, confidered as the m^i^ by whic^ 
4he Lord ddSgned to unite us both tQ 
Jbkzifelf. 



1766. 



Oinrff Id SefUfnbir. 

I FRAY God to blefe to you, the or- 
dinances, and converfation, you are favour- 
ed wish in London, that you may go into 
Kent, filled with the fpirit of truth and 
love* When you arc there, I hope you 

wiU 
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will make good ufe of the bible, and throne 
of grace, to preferve you from being in- 
fefted, by the Ipirit of the world. Ah ! 
what a poor vain thing is the world ! We 
have both found it fo at times, '(though 
we once loved it) and fliall find it fo 
again. But may the Lord keep us alive 
to a fenfe of its vanity, before more evil 
days return, to extort the cpnfeffion from * 
our feelings. Sicknefs, and pain, and a 
near profpedt of death, force upon the 
mind, a cohviftion of the littlenefs, and va- 
nity, of a wprldly life. But there is a 
more pleafing way of learning this leflbni 
if we pay due attention to the word of 
God, and pray for the light gf his counte- 
nance. If he is pleafed, to make his face 
to (hine upon us, all that the world can 
offer, to bribe ps, will appear infignificant, 
and trivial, as the iports of children. 

He who h^s given us this defire, will, 
I truft, anfwer it, and unite our fouls ta 
himfelf for ever! Happy ftate! To have 
peace with. God, by Jcfus Chriftj liberty 

• F5 of 
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of accefs at a throne of grace; an mterfefl' 
in all the promifes; a fure guide by die 
way; and a fure inheritance at our jour- 
ney's end ! Thefe things were once hid"- 
den from us^ We were fo Blinded by the 
god of this world, that we could look no 
farther, than die prefent fife. But even 
then, the Lord" looked upon us, with an 
eye of mercy. He led us oit, gradually,, 
by a way whFch we knew not, to bring us 
intolthe paths of peace. Hbw*wonderfiiI 
has our hiftory been j not mine only, bur 
alfo yours. How often has he made him- 
fclf known, as your Deliverer, and Phy- 
fician ! in raifing you up> from the gates- 
of the grave ! May v/e always remember 
his goodnefs in your, laft afflidtfon; How 
did he fiveeten the bitter cup ; ftrengdien 
you with (Ircngth in your foul; enable you 
to pray for yourfclf; engage the hearts of 
many in prayer for you, and then Ipeedily 
anfwer our prayers. Let us theii excite 
each other to praile him ! I hope this 
litck' interval of abfcnce will be ufeful, Co 

make 
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make me more fenfible of his goodnefs, in 
ftill (paring you to me. I make but a 
poor fhift without you now, froni day to 
day ; but I am comforted By the hope, of 
feeing you again fhortly. Had you been 
removed by your late fever, I Ihould not 
have had^ this relief I May we then live 
to him, and may every day be a prepara- . 
tion for the parting hour. Durkas^this 
hour feems in the profjDeft, if we are efta- 
bliflied in the faith and hope of our Lord, 
we fhall find it lupportabie; and the fe- 
paration will be fliort. We IKaU foon 
meet again. Happy meeting ! To part 
no more f To be for ever with the Lord. 
To join in an eternal fong, to him who 
loved us, and walhed us from out fins, in 
his own blood ! Then all tears Ihall be 
wiped from our eyes, and we Ihall we^p 
BO more for cver^. : - .» 
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Oinej^s t€ Sepiembir. 

I WAS with you in {pirit this even- 
ingj at the Lock^ and prayed^ that the 
Lord would give a Uefling to what you 
might hear. To love, and trySSCy the Loril 
Jefus, is the great leflbn we have to learn. 
We are flow fchokrs, but he can teach us 
cfFeftually. Without him, the ytry beft 
of this life is infipid, and his prefence can 
make the worfty fupportable. I often thinks 
and hope you do not forgetj how gra- 
cioufly he fupported, and anfwered you, in 
your late diflrels. There was a ibmething, 
diat could, and did, bear you up, -under 
pain and anguifh, and refrdh your fpirit> 
when your bodily ftrei^th was almoil wosti 
out. This is an inftance of whatrhe can 
do; and ihouM be a bond of^ratitu^e 
%ipon both our fouls. Your health is rc« 
ftored, and mine is preferved. May wc 
devote our whole felves to him. He has 
gres^t diings to beflow i and if w< feel our 

need 
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need of his mercy, we arc properly quali- 
fied to receive it. We are not called to 
•biy^ Jbut €0 ,begi to receive, without 
SBjomty, and wUbout pnce. By bdie ving, 
tUl becofms, htely and furely, our own* 
Not on the account of our prayers, but of 
iiisjprocnife, blood, Md (nediation. And 
all:fae requires <^ 1% is to be humble and 
jdiankful ; and the more he g^ves us, ^o de- 
tfite (till the more. O my deareft M. I 
blels his name for briogiag us toother, 
.and :&r ipariqg us to have fome Jcnow/- 
kdge, .aad ccMomwiioa, m tbefe^ great 
ihii^. ^I:iow many, diat were joined 
mbout.^ fame time with us, or fince, have 
;be^ t(ep$irace4 by death ! How^iuny-acp 
lUving m iputual (U%uft I And how manjTj 
^who feem happy, are, in reality, mi&rable) 
^bocaufe they kmw nothing pf tjxe hox^ 
«nd:<^his j|g;Qodne& 1 
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Okeji S OSioher* 

I BEGIN to count the hours to Fri- ^ 

day. I am very defirous^ though not 
anxious, to fee you. The Lord has been 
good to me, in your abfenccj the time 
has not feemed tedious, and all things at \ 

home and abroad, as well as I could wiib. 
I begin to write to-night, becaufe I have 
devoted to-morrow, to be Ipent, with as 
little interruption as poffible, as a day of 
prayer, to intreat Mm'to give us a happy,, 
and fanftified-meeting, and diat our ftiture 
lives may be devoted to him. How great 
are our obligations, for uniting us at firft>; . 
^for reftoring us fo often y forraifing-yoii 
up from fo many illnefles ; fer preferring 
our afFeftion ; for overruling our concerns; 
for providing us friends; and eipecially, 
for diredting. our hearts to fcek his face*. 
And ftill he is loading us with his benefits.. 
Though we have not been without, our. 
trials, yet, all thmgs confidered,.. who has 

pafled 
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pafled more gendy through life, dius far ? 
And wkh TdioiTi, iJpon the face of the 
earth, could we be now content to change? 
But with nothing has my heart been more 
afFe<5ted, than with his goodnefs, in, and 
fince,. your late illnefs. I am perlliaded, 
fomething pafled then, that has left a relifli, 
and efFeft, upon your mind ever fince. Is 
it not fo ? Are you not determined to be 
his ? Next to the falvation of my own 
foul, I have had no defire fo often in my 
heart, fo often in my lips, as to fee you 
wholly given up to him ? And I truft, he 
has been anfwering my prayers, my many 
thoufand prayers, from year to yean What 
a bauble, in my eye,, would the pofTeflion 
of the whole earth be, in comparifon with 
our being fellow heirs of the hope of 
eternal life, 

t purpofe to be in time, to receive you 
at Newport. Perhaps J may wait at Mr. 
^R 's, as he lives Qppofite.to.tlie'lnh 
gate. * But when I hear the found of the 
coach, I lliall take my leave, with very 

little 



iitdc ceremony. You pcver sKcre moie 
jvdcomc » me in -ypunyjfc^lc ^q, ichw 
youi^iUJbe.tbistune. 



1.768. 

^^»0'» S April, 

I 330PE this will be the more wel- 
come;, for beij^g unexpe£i^d. M^y it iind 
you in health, and peace, panting after 
communion with God. 

I think of you all day. And though J 
do not feem quite fo much at a loft, when 
you are from me, as I have, fometimes, fpr- 
merly been j I am fure, it is npt becayfe I 
love you lefs. The Lord has given us a 
fufEciency of mutual afFeftion, which has 
been ftrengthcned, by a long ferics of en- 
dearments, and kind offices i and by a near 
participation in the comforts, and trials oi 
life. And now, it fhould be our great 
concern and prayer, that our lovemay not 

' be 
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be inordinate, or irregular i nor interfere 
with what we owe to the great lover of bur 
feuJLs. The apoftle's qu^ftion, Was PayJ 
crucified, for you? fuggefts a thought^ 
which difparages all creature regard, a^ 
the fplendour of the noon-d^y fun, over- 
powers the twinkling of the ftars. 

May the Lord open your ears, and your 
heart, that you may receive profit where 
you arc, Dq not give place to unbeliefs 
Jefus is both aa able> and a wiUipg Sa* 
viour. Pray for a tender confcience, and 
a dependant ipirit. Watch againft thp 
motions of felfi they are fubde and various. 
I-et no engagements prevent you from 
rcferving feafons of retirement, for prayer, 
and reading the fcriptures. The befl cpna- 
pany, the beft public ordinances, will nat 
compeniate for tb^ negleft of tbefe. *" At 
the fame time, giurd againfl: a fpirit qf 
bondage; nor fetter your mind, by top 
many rulps and refolves. Jt is our privi- 
lege to fcrve the Lord with cheerfulnels ; 
wi coniidcriog hkn ae a hard oidAer, but 

as 
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as a tender Father, who knows, and pities^ 
eurweaknefsi who is ready to pardon our 
miftakes, and to tc^ch us to do better,.' 
He accepts us, freely and gracioufly, whea 
wc prefcnt ourfclves before him, in tha 
wmc of Jcfus, hU. bcloycd Soa. 



iSartbam% %$ StrtU 
We reached this' place to-day about 
noeo. I am very well, only much fatigued. 
The man you faw ftep into the coach, was 
drunk all the way to Colchefter, (where 
we left him.) ^ He fwore, for a tune, ap. 
moft at every word. As foon as I could 
find a favourable opening, I fpoke to him. 
Hon^ivas civil, and promifcd to fwear no 
more. « But, poor man ! he might as well 
have promiled not to breathe. However, 
he was tolerably quiet afterwards. 

My heart loves you, my deareft, and 
many an ejaculation I breathe out for you > 
wJhlch, indeed, is almoft the only kind of 

prayer,, 
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prayer, I have found time or room for, 
lince I left London. But I hope to be' 
recruited, and compofed foon. I am like- 
ly to have bufinefs enough in hand next 
week. At prefent, I am dry and empty i, 
but the fountain, from whence I have beca 
often fupplied> is flill full and flowing. 
Excufe a fhort letter. ^ If it was not ton 
youji I could not write at all 



The Lord. brought vs^ home lA 
fafety laft night. I believe our dear people 
are truly glad to fee m^ ; and I am fure* I 
rejoice to be with them again. I preached 
this morning, from % Sam. vii. 24. » I 
wilh my deareft, a growing experience of 
the fubjed. No honour can be compared 
to that of being the Lord's people; no 
privilege like that, of having him for our 
God. 
I muft not write niuch, for it is almoft 

- time 
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time to find a text, for the afternoon, which 
^I have not yet done. I went this morn- 
ing into the pulpit, as having only a fmall 
piece of bread, and of fifh, to fet before 
the multitude. But, through mercy, it 
multipKecJ in the diftribution, and, I "hope, 
there va$ a cofxifortable meal, for thofe 
who were prefc^nt, and lomCL frag;ment^ 
left, that will uot be'lgft. 

It is not choice, but neceflity, that makes 
mc fodEnetimes live, as we fay, from hand 
to mouth* While my head is foil of new 
perfbns» and places, Lcannot do otherwife* 
And I have reafon to be thankful^ that my 
hopes arc feldom difappointcd, upon fuch 
occafions: though I know not wHen I 
have been Xo ftraitened, and enibarr^ffed, 
as I was the other night at the Lock. I 
rather wbnder, that this happens fo fel- 
jdom, than that it happens at all. How 
jufUy might the Lord take his woi;d of 
iruth, out of my unwdrthy mouth 1 .Per- 
haps he faw it good for me, that Mr. 
§elf fliop^ h^ve his comb cut rather there, 

tfian 
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than in another place ; and I hope there is 
that in me, which is as willing to appear to 
a difadvantage, (if it muft be fo) at the 
Lock, as at Olnty : though, to be furc, 
iOieiOb and blood is pleafed to be thought 
Jomehdyy when among dear friends, or fine 
Ifolks. 



I DID not promife to write to-day, 
but my heart is always ready, and oppor- 
tunity always welcome, I am in good 
health, and glad to be again retired from 
yonder noify city. 

r wrote yefterday to Mr. A , and^ 

in my evening walk, my thoughts, and 
prayers, turned much upon the affedting 
ftroke he has received. Indeed, it has 
been feldom out of my mind, fince \ carac 
home. Beficies my concern for his lols, 
and my own, (there is no caufe to moum 
for her) I confidcr it as a loud peaking 

leflfon 
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leflbn to me, and to you. How often has 
Ihe been raifcd up from the Ijrink of the 
grave, in anfwrer to prayer ; and yet, now, 
fuddenly and unexpeftedly removed ! We, 
likewife, have been long preferved, and 
often teftored to each other. But a time 
Will come, when every gourd wiU wither, 
every ciftem be broken. Let us pray for 
a waiting, refigncd, and dependant frame 
of ipirit; for ability to commit ourfelves, 
and our all, into the mercifiil hands of him, 
who careth for us ^ and that, while we arc 
fpared, we may walk together, as help- 
meets, and fellow-heirs of eternal life. We 
ihall not be parted a moment fooner, for 
living in daily expcfbation of our appoint- 
ed change; but the thought may be a 
happy mean of compofing our minds, and 
of preventing us from being too much 
engrofled, either by the fweets, or the bit- 
ters, of this tranfitory life. Many occa- 
fions of care, and perjiexity, that are apt 
to wafte our time, and wound our peace, 
would be avoided, could we duly confider 

how 



\ 
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liow foon we (hall have done with all thcfe 
thbgs. May you, may I, be more root- 
"ed and grounded in the truth, more hum- 
bled and comforted, more filled with that 
love, joy, and unfpeakabk peace, which 
the^olpel reveals, and for which the pro- 
miles of God warrant us to pray. Be not 
difcouraged, becaufe jou have nothing of 
jour own. The bucket is put into the 
well, empty, and becaufe it is en^p^y; the 
Lord has opened wells of falvation for us, 
and has promifed, that we fliall not feek 
his face in vain, 

I long to have you at home with me ; 
for though I am, in a fenfe, very comfort- 
able, die houfc looks unforniflied without 
you, and I mifs you in every room, ttow 
then muft the Moor-fide look to our dear 
iiriend ! Every ftep lie takes, every per- 
Ibn he meets, muft remind him of his lofs ! 
But I truft the Lord is, and will be, his 
fupport* ,. May liis grace be with usi 
Then we fhall be equ^ to every thing that 

can 
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can poflibly befal us, and need not be 
afraid of evil tidings/ 



Your laft dear letter found me in 
peace, and, I hope, did me good. It 
ijuickened my prayers, and praifes, on 
your behalC I never attempt to pray, 
withut putting up fome petitions for your 
Ipiritual welfare, nor without aiming, at 
leaft, to exprefs my fcnfe of gratitude to 
the Lord, for joining our hands and hearts. 
Your afFcftion, and its confequences, are 
continuaDy upon my mind; and I feel you 
in almoft every thought. I am willing to 
hope, that I am, in fome degree, freed 
from that idolatrous regard, which made 
me place you too long in a light, for which 
I deferved to forfeit you every day. But 
I am fure my love has fulFered no abate^ 
ment; yea, I am fiire it has increafed, 
fi-om year to year \ though I endeavour 
'4 to 



to hold you more in fubordination to him, 
to whom I owe you, and by whofc blcffing • 
alone it is, that we have found comfort in 
each other. I truft the Lord had a further * 

defign, than our accommodation in the 
prefent life, in bringing us together i even 
that we might be joint-witoefles, and par- 
takers of his grace, and fellow-heirs of his 
falvation. Our earthly connection muft 
ceafe ; but, an eternal union in happinefs, 
is an important pro^edt indeed! Every 
thing elfe, however valuable in its place, 
finks into nothing, upon the comparifon. 

If youth, and health, and life, could be 
prolonged for a thoufand years, and every 
moment of that fpace be filled up, with 
the greateft farisfaftion we can conceive ; 
this feemingly long period muft at laft ter- 
minate i and, when once paft, it would appear 
fhorr, and inconfiderable, as the eighteen 
years we have already fpent together, do at 
prefent. But if we are united in the faith, 
and hope of the gofpel, we (hall never part. 
Even thatfeparation, which muft take place. 
Vol. II. G (fo 



A 
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(fo painful, at times, to think of) will not 
defcrvc tlie name of parting. It will be 
but like the one coming down firfl: from 
London, and the other fafely following in 
a few days. And, however 'flelh ^nd blood 
may ftart at the apprehenfion, the' cafe of 
Mr. A-r — , and many others, fufficiently 
prove the Lord's^ faithfulncfs to his pro- 
mife, and that he can Tupport thofe who 
truft him, in the moft trying circumftances. 
Let it, therefore, be our 'chief concern, to 
attain a good hope, tiiat we are h*is, and 
he is ours, and then we may cheerfully 
commit the reft to him. He c^ forgive 
fin, impart grace, flibdue corruption, fi- 
Jence unbelief^ make us ftVong out of weak- 
nefs, and do more than we can either afk 
or think. And what he does, he docs 
freely, without money, and without price. 
He does not require us to help ourfelves, 
before we apply to him, but to come to 
him for help, and we fhall not come in 
vain. Fight, therefore, my deareft, againft 
unbelief, and the Lord will give you the 

viftoiy. 
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vi<Elory» Tell him, what I am fure you 
are convinced oii that you hive nothing, 
deferve nothing, can do nothings but that 
you have heard, he is mighty to faye, 
and has promiied, that none who apply to 
him, Ihall be in any wife caft out. None 
«ver did mifcarry in this way. If they did, 
his truth, and faithfulnefs, muft mifcariy 
with them* 



Olnty^ 15 May. 

I irtOPE your vifit in Kent, will upon 
a review, be made profitable to yourfelf^ 
You will admire the Lord's goodnefs, in 
felefting you, (as one of a thoufand) to 
the knowledge of his truth, when you 
might, (according to die views, with which 
you firft entered upon life) have been 
ftill fwimming down die ftream of vanity 
and folly, with the multitude. How litdc 
did either of us think, in thofe early days> 
when I firft knew you, to what the Lord 
G a defigncd 
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tlefigned to lead us ! Do not you fee, ahd 
fay. He has done great things? How 
often has he railed you from the gates of 
death ? With what mercies, and gcntle- 
ncfs, has he followed you ? What a great 
advantage has he afforded you, in fo large an 
acquaintance and intimacy, with thofe who 
fear and love him. Shall th^ enemy 
urge you to draw difcouragcments, from 
thefe multiplied inftances of the Lord's 
goodnefs ? i hope not. Do not give 
way to unbelief. Do not indulge perplex- 
ing thoughts, of the fecret counfels of God. 
What is revealed in the fcripture, calls for 
our attention j and there it is written, as 
Vith a fun-beam. They that feek, fhall 
find. It is true, when we are feeking, he 
often exercifcs our patience j but he has 
told us before-hand to expeft it, and has 
given us encouragement, by parables, ex- 
amples, and promifcs, to continue praying, 
and not to faint. Though he tarry, wait 
for him. Though he may fcem to treat 
you like the woman of Canaan, for a time, 

yet 
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yet he is full of corapaffion and mercy^ 
The humble ipirit^ the principle of faith,, 
the heart-felt repentance, and every othes 
gracious difpofition, to which the promifes. 
are maile, are all his gjfcSj which he be- 
llows freely on. the uaworthyw 

Since you know> that you are a- finner,. 
and that he is the only Saviour,, what fhould 
prevent your comfort?. Had he bid 
you do fome great thing,, you would, at 
leaft, have attempted it. If a pilgrimage 
tofome diftant place, was the appointed 
mean of falvation, would you be content 
to fit at home and; perifli ? How much, 
rather then, fhould you keep clofe to the 
throne of grace>. wJien he has only. faid> 
Afk, and you (hall receive. 

When w^ firft joined hands, neither 
youi nor I, knew much of the things per- 
taining to our peace. But as foon as the 
Lx>rd began to fhew me a little of the way,, 
how much, from that time to this, you 
have been upon my heart, is only known 
tp him: and I truft he has anfwered, and 
G3 is 
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\^ ftill ai^fwering, my prayers. What 
paffed in your laft illnefe, I fhall never for- 
get. I think, had be then taken you from 
itte, I couU have rejoiced in itiy grief. 
From that period, I have had a hope, of 
more value to me than the poffeffioii of 
the earth, that he has taken a fure hold of 
your heart, and that he will not ceafe ta 
draw you nearer and nearer to himfclC 
Continue to pray, and watch over your 
^irit. Keep always in mind> that you 
^c a fini^r, and Jefus is a Saviour of 
flnners. Such thoughts, frequently re- 
curred to, are means, by which the Lord 
compofes, and fanAifies, the frame of our 
tempers, and the ftrain of our converfa- 
tion. Accept this little homily in good 
parti and may a bkffing attend yoxx ijv 
the |)eruH. 



J FRBACHSa 
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I 

I PREACHED yefterday at CoUing-- 
tree* The church was fulh Returned 
in fafety before nine in the evenings 

The Cafe of thofe who decline from the 
good w^y^ after they leem to have chofca 
it^ is lamentable. Thus it might have 
been with us ; but thus I truft it Ihall not 
^be. The Lord has made known to us, 
his name of Loye, and has (hewn US;^ what 
we fhould never have leen> hacj' it been hfs 
pleafure to kill us. Let us live under 
aljiding views, of the all-fujfficiehcy 'of 
j'efus the Saviour^ and we may rejoice in 
hope. The peace of God, which paffeth. 
vnderftanding, is feldom attained, - but 
through a courfe of conflift. God gave 
Cana^ to'^Ifrael by promifc?, and put them 
in poffeflion, by the power of his own 
arm^ yet they muft fight for every inch of 
G 4 grounds 
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ground. The defire, and die accomplilb- 
ment, are equally of grace; yet, in the 
ufe of means^ and with our eye to him, we 
muft drive. Our poor exertions would 
be in vain, if he did not require them \ but 
now they are needful, and (hall be fucceff- 
ful. The rod of Mofes, the inftrwroent of 
jierformiaj fo many miracles, was ao bet- 
ter than comiDon wood,, till the appoint- 
ment of God gave it a wonderful virtue. 
Had Mofes then refiifed, or negkfted,. 
ufe to it;,, he could have done oothing. 
Now the means of grace, elpecially 
prayer, may be compared to the rod of 
Mofes. If we go on,, with this rod in 
our hands i if we call upon God,, me- 
ditate upon his promifcs, and plead them 
from day to day, he wUl make our way 
profperoust 



Trb 
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The Lord has mercifully brought 
me home in peace. The fatigue of the 
journey, and the exceffiveheatonTucfday, 
occafioned a Qight fever,, which went off 
that evening, and returned yeftcrdayj as I 
was takbg. horfc at Bicefteri. However I 
rode, not unplea(antlyi», to Buckingham, 
and there, for fear of overdoing, we took a 
poft-chaife to Stratford, where Mrs. U-— 
kindly met us, and brought us home. I 
have fince -taken the bark, and all the 
ufual fteps, obferved in intermittents. 
Preached without pain on Sunday, The 
fever is now gone, my appetite returned, 
and I am well. My flight illncfs, was 
rather a baulk, and hindrance, with refpedt 
to my friends at Oxford, and Sutton. But 
taking all things together, I.neverhada 
more comfortable journey* I felt fuch a 
peace and compofure, in confideriiig my- 
fclfi and all. my concerns, in the hand of 
G 5 the 
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the Lordj as I cannot defcribe^ and cait 
ieldom attain when in health. I had not 
one impatient, or anxious thought, not 
even abom you ; and feemed quite willing,. 
if t&e Lojrd had (b pfeafed, to have died 
«pon the rpad- I was, yefterday, if ever ia 
my life, as a weaned child^ I hope tlui 
account of my indifpofition,.will not hurrjr 
you home, fooner than you intendtd„ for I 
am quite recovered* 



My dioughts w31 accompany you 
to Wimbledon to-day. Give my affec- 
tionate refpcAs to our dear friends, an4 
tell them, I fhould have had much pkafure 
in being of -the party. Beiides the chief 
inducement of their company, I am fond 
of the place, and fhould p-omife myfelf 
fome pleafant hours in the walks. But I 
know, neither places nor company can ' 
communicate any real . good, unlefs the 
8 Ix>rd 
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Lord be prefent. And when he is near, 
any place, and even Iblitude itfelf, is agree- 
able. It is my merqf, to find that irf 
Olney, which contents, and fatisfies me. 

I have fuch a levee of kind enquirers, 
every morning, that I am much interrupt- 
ed in writing. It is*pleafing to be beloved, 

' and doubly pleafing to me to know, that 
the favour the Lord has given me here, is 
chiefly on account of the gofpel which I 
preach. The aflredlion, that is built upon 
this foundation, will endure for ever, and 

.will flourifti, when every other tie fhalt 
ceafe; and thus, I truft, it is between my 
deareft M. and me. How clofely has the 
Lord united us, by marriage, by affedion, 
by the ftrongeft, and mofl: endearing obli- 
gations ! But all thefe, refpefl the prefent 
life, and muft terminate with it. But I 
truft, there is a ftill nearer relation between 
' us, in the Lord, and in his trutb> which, 
fliall fubfift to Eternity. In the mean time, 
may he give us to know more of the 
power, an4 comfort of it, while we walk 
ogether here below % that wc may rejoice in. 
G 6 ih^ 
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the knowledge of what he has done alreadfj^ 
and in the profpe6k of what he has provided 
for us, hereafter. Believe,^ my deareft, and 
you (hall be cftablifhed. Pray, and your 
faith (hall be confirmed. Rc(ift the devil> 
with the fword of the fpirit, the good word \ 

of God, and he (hall . flee from you. Draw )i 

nigh ta God^ and he will draw nigh to you. 
I know your difcouragements, but they are 
not peculiar to yourfelC Surely^ he has * 
appeared for you in times pa(t, and I can- 
not doubti but he will again. ^ 

I am glad ta think, the time of your re- 
turn draws nigh. I mifs you every day, and 
hour i yet I cannot (ay, that time is burden- 
forae, or that I am very dull, or unkedy as 
they call it here, in your abfence i as the 
people think I muft be. Several of tlfem 
almoft threatened to write on Sunday, ta 
tell you how ill I was, and to beg you to 
return immediately ; but their fears mag- 
nified the cafe. They long to fee you, 
however, for your own fake, and give the 
moll fimplc, and afFefting proofs, that they 
love you dearly. 

I HAVE 
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1 OUey^ to May* 

( • - . 

[ I HAVE had a morning walk, ih 



I 



which I was favoured with fome liberty ;. 

at fuch feafoiK you are always remem^ 

bered. While I woufd praife God that 

we have been fo long and fb comfortably 

fpared to" each other, I muft not forget 

that an hour of feparation muft come, and 

that the time is uncertain. It muft be fo,. 

and it is well. Surely we could not wiiH 

to liv€ always here ! Oh for a clearer 

view of our intereft in the love, and all- 

fufficiency of the Saviour; that we may 

ftay our fouls upon him, and poflefs a fta- 

ble, unfhaken peace ! It is He who has 

given us a dcfire to fcek him, becaufe He 

has purpofed to be found of us, Jen xxxi, 

3. And though our defires are too feint, 

and difproportioflate, to the greatnefe of 

their objeft, he will notdefpife the tlay' 

of 
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of fmall things, nor quench the fmoak* 
ing flax. 

I feel your abfence> and long for your 
return, but I am not difconfolate. It 
was othcrwif^ with mc once. I can re- 
member when the fui> fcern,?d to flime in 
vabj an<l th? whole creation appeared a$. 
a blank, if you were from me. Not that 
I love you lefs. The: inte^courfe of many 
fucceffive years, has cqdep?<J you, mor^ 
aad mor?, to my heart. But I l^ope the 
Lord has weakened that idolatrous dilpo- 
fition, for yfhich I have fo pftcn defciyed 
to lofe you. I am aftpnifhed at his pa- 
tience, and fprbearance* th^ whpn I pre- 
fumptuoufly gave you that place in my 
heart, which was only due to Him, He 
did not tear my idol from me ! To what 
dangers has my iU-condu£ted regard often 
cxpofed you! But he is God and not 
man^. I hope it is now my defire to 
hold nothing in competition with Him, 
and to entruft my all, to his keeping and 
dilpofaU If we hold each other in a pro- 
per 
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per fiibmiffion^ arid fubordmtioa to Hinsi 
H6 will ble& i]s> and make u& mutualljr 
comforts and helpmates. He will fane* 
tify the bitter of life, and give the fwect 
a double (weetqefL His ble0^g is thp 
one thing needfuU witho^ itj there is 
neither feoirity for whjiit ve pQfle§> rvor 
true fetisfeftion in tb? poflfeffion* We 
have no good in^ or qf o^rfelves, or whic|i 
we can impart to another. We may pity, 
but we cannot relieve each other, when 
in trouble. We cannot remove one pain, 
or give one moment's peace of mind, to 
thofe whom we beft love. 

M^y prayers are, and wHl he put ip 
for you and Mrs. U-r-f, while you are 
away. It is this endears Olney to me» 
The Lord has a praying people here^ ami 
they pray for us. To be interefted m the 
fimple, aSe6ttonate, and earneft prayers of 
fiich a people^ is a privilege of more va- 
lue than the wealth of kings. In anfwer 
to their prayers, the Lord has placed a 
hedge about aU our concerns, bleiled oW 

going 
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going out and coming in, and prcfervcd 
OS and ours in healthy when ficknefs or 
death have been in almoft every houfc 
around us. And, doubdefs, I am much 
indebted to their prayers, that with fuch a 
heart as mine, and fuch a frame of fpirk 
as I ifrequently mourn under, I am ftitt 
favoured with fome liberty, acceptance,, 
and ufefolnefs,. in vai miniftry.. 

We came fafely to town about 
noon, I have jull parted with my dear 
and honoured friend,, with whom the 
hours of the journey pafled very, plea- 
fandy. I am wondering at myfelf and at 
every body about me* It feems flxange 
to think of being, fo fuddenly, whirled away 
from you. So many preaching,.and other 
engagements, are provided, for me, that I 
believe I cannot return before Saturday. I 
hope the Lord will be with you,and that you 

wiU 
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will be led earneftly to feek a bleffing for 
nie, and for yourfelf, I have breathed 
out many a prayer for you, fince I faw 
you, and hope to do fo, while I can breathe 
at all May He give us to grow daily ia 
the knowledge of his grace, and to re- 
joice in the views of his excellency, and 
of our intereft in Him, as our God and 
Saviour. This is the one thing ; and the 
only thing which is promifed abfolutely;. 
and without a pofEbility of failure, to thofc 
who defire it. Every thing elfe is vain^ 
uncertain, and changeable. But he wilt 
furely, though gradu^ly^l make hinifel£ 
known to. the heart that ieeks Him. 

I have been with Mrs. C j ihc i& 

forely afflifted^ but appears to be in a 
humble, dependant frame. From how 
many heart-rending diftrefles, by which 
others are fuffering, has the good Provi- 
dence of God preferved us ? May He make 
us thankfiil for the exemption, and teach 
us to bear our fmaller crofles, with a 
becoming fubmiffion to his will ! 
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If it was not to my dcareft M.. 
i could not write fo foon after dinner* 
But though my belly is full, and my head 
empty, I mull tell yoU, that I had very 
qiuet, agreeable company in the coach, and 
a pleafant ride to Deptfordi where- I 

mounted a horfe my dear Mr. T : 

had fent for .me, which faid horfe brought 
njc; fafcly hither* Thus the Lord graci- 
oufly prefecves mc;, from place to place. 

. I am always a little awkwacd without 
you^j and every room where you are not; 
prefent, looks unfurnifhcd. It is not a 
humble fcrvaat who fays this,, bulj a^huf- 
band-r— and he fays it^ not in what is called 
the honcy-moQ», but in the twenty-third 
year after marriage. Nor do I IpeaJc it 
to my own praifej but to the^praife of 
our good Lord^ who, by his bleffing, has. 

endeared 
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endeared us to each other. Inconftancy 
and vaaity are inherent in o«r fallen- na- 
ture, and if left to ourfelves, we might 
have been indifferent, weary, and dilgufted,. 
long ago. But He haa united our hearxs> 
and, I truft, the union (hall fubfift tOre;er-. 
iiity. May we poffcfs, while here, the 
-peace which pafleth underftanding, and 
live under the abiding expeiftation of pcr-n 
feft happincf5 hereafter* 



\ HAVE not mu^h .new5 to tcH 
yoUa I have been to fee Mrs, R \ ^ 
You remember how near death ihe- was, 
by falling into the water, about a fort- 
night ago. She was fince perfuaded tc^ 
take the air, in a one horfe chaife. They 
were hardly half ^ mile from the houfej». 
whetf the horfe (uddenly fell, upon a fmootl^ 
'road, and by the fhock, fbe was thrown 
©ut of the chaifcjk over the wheel You 

will 



I40 Letters to a Wife. 

will not wonder that Ihe was much hurt 
and bruifed, if you confider her weight^ 
No bones were broken^ but the fall, in 
addition to her previous illnefs, has brought 
her verjr low, and I think fhe cannot Con* 
tihue Ibng. What thanks do we owe to 
the Lord, for his merciful care of us in 
all our journeys, when others meet witb 
fiiclvdifafters, clofe to their own home \ 

The ftate of fomc of our family where 
you are, is much upon my mind* I 
hope I have engaged many to pray for 
them. The Lord grant that all you fee,, 
hear, and feel, where you are, may draw 
your heart ftill nearer to himlclf! What 
is all below but vanity. There is no folid 
comfort, no abiding peace, but what we 
derive from above. Once we knew no-, 
thing of this. But the Lord direfted our 
path in life, in fubfervience to the defigns 
of his grace. How few of thofe with 
whom you were acquainted in your early 
years, have any right knowledge of Godi 
or of themfclves. We fet out upon tbia 

plan^ 
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plan, and if mercy had not flopped us, we 
Ihould have gone on, till we had pcrifhcd 
with a lie in our right hands. Do, my 
deareft, take encouragement from what the 
Lord has done, to believe that he will do 
ftill more for you. Do not think that he 
has opened your eyes, and taught you that 
your help is in Him alone, only to difap- 
point you. The enemy would keep you 
from feeking him diligendy and conftantly, 
and would perfuade you, that you get litde 
or no good from all your attempts, but 
believe him not. Rather believe the word 
of promife, that though he may feem'to 
delay. He will not, he cannot deny, thofe 
who perleverc in aflcing in the name of 
Jefiis. Thus much till the poft comes in. 
How litde do I know of my own heart ! 
While I diought myfclf fure of a letter, 
I vainly fuppofcd I could be cafy, though 
I ftiould not receive one. But when the 
poft arrived, and brought no letter from 
you, my fpirits funk in a minute, and> I 
/ear, I ihall be too impa:ient in wifhing 

for 
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for Friday. Surely my dear M. knows 
xnc too well> to think that after a whdc 
week's abfence, I fliould not be longing to 
hear from her. If you inadvertently neg-^ 
ledbed to write, I muft gently blame yog; 
it ought, indeed, to be very gently, as.it 
is the .firft fault of the kind I can charge 
you with, fince our happy marriage. I 
rather think you have written, but by fome 
iniftake, the letter has iiiiffcd, for I am 
willing to hope you are welL I am quke 
difconcerted. But if I receive one by the 
iiext poft, you need be in no pain fof 
me, for that will fet all to rights. I have 
been to bury a Corpfe at Weftpn this 
evening. I promifed myfelf a pleafant 
walk, but the want of a letter Ipoiled it. 
I would fain have direfted niy thoughts 
to fubjefts of more miportance> but I 
could not. Alas ! 1 am a poor creature. 
Pray, my deareft> write often, for next 
to your company, I prize your letters,' 
above any thing merely temporal, that 
this earth can afford. ' 

1 WAITED 
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I WAITED about the ftreet yefter- 
^ay, till it was time to go to Orchard- 
fide, and then deputed Molly to fupply 
my place ; at half paft four the horn 
founded, and liiy heart went pit- a-pat. But 
I foon faw Molly pafs the window, and 
»by her looks and her fpeed, I guefled 
Ihe had a letter. I fnatched it from her^ 
and read it, and was prefently well. 

My heart was melted the other day, 
when I found the little book in your 
drawer, in which you had began to fee 
down fuch texts of fcripture as had more 
particularly engaged your notice, and elpe- 
cially when I read the two pages of prayer, 
with which you had prefaced them. A 
prayer agreeable to the promifes of God, 
'and, I truft, diiftated to you by his Holy 
Spirit. My foul gave a hearty Amen, 
to every petition. I am forry that any 
thing prevented you from proceeding in 

what 
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what was fo well begun; but I hope you 
will refumc it, when you return. The 
blelTings of the Gofpel are open to you. 
Could you fteadily ftrive againft the hin- 
derances and difcouragemcnts thrown "in 
your way, and fimply and patiently abide 
in the ufe of the means of grace, with- 
out giving way to vain reafonings, you 
would foon experience a growth in peace 
and comfort. To patient faith, the priae 
is furc. May the Lord help you thus to 
wait ; and may he give us more freedom 
to converfe for our mutual encoumge- 
mcnt. I am a ftrange, inconfiftcnt crea- 
ture in this refpedt, as in many others. 
Next to the falvation of my own foul, 
there is nothing lays fo near my heart, 
as your fpiritual welfare; and yet I am 
often tongue-tied, and can fpcak more 
readily to any body, than to you. Let 
us mutually endeavour to break through 
every reftraint, that we may be help-maces 
in the beft fenfc of the word. I preached 
this morning from Deut. xxxii. lo. The 

paffage 
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j^aflagc applies to all the 'Lord's pCQpk, 
He found them in a»waftc howling^wilder- 
»cfs. Hew emphatically does it appty to 
4nc? He redeemed jae tfrom die houfe 
^oFbondagein A&ka, andliasNTelefked me^ 
^s a pattern of *his gfacc* to the chief of 
ifinners« What a mercy to tne ? I truft 
«to you alfo! For he appointed us for 
.each other From the ^rft, and his hand 
brought us together, and into oui* prdent 
.iituatioHt by a train of miracles. 



''773- 

Past flirce o'clodc, and a cloudy 
tnorning. So fays the watchman. I hope 
tny deareft is now in a fweet fleep. When 
f have done wrkang, I Ihall proceed to 
the coach, wluch lets off t%zd}y at four. 
Pray donot fi»r my being robbed, or hurt, 
in the dark. For I expefk a guard will 
^ whfa me, OOP to whom the darkneis 
Vol. II. H and 
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and the £ght are both alike. I went 
through a veiy long dark lane, on Wed- 
nefcjay evening, with my dear Mr* 
Th— — , but no one difturbed us, for the 
Lord was our preicrver. 

You may be fure that my heart is con* 
^uall^ with you. I feldom pa(s many 
minutes, without darting a thought up- 
wards» in your behalfl Tlie knowledge of 
yoiir afiedion^ aSbrds me the greateft 
pleaiure, I can receive or defire, of a 
temporal kind. But your apprehenfions 
on my account;* when I am called from 
you, for a feafon, give me pain. I wifh 
we could bothj more iimply, entruft each 
other, without anxiety, to the Lord's good* 
nefe. Surely, he delights in our profperity, 
or clfe, why have we been fpared fo 
iongj orliow have we been fo mercifully 
fupported, fo feafonably relieved, and en- 
riched with fo many bleffings, from year 
to year ? May all that ^^e experience, be 
fanftified, to humble us, and to incrcafe 
our dependance upon him, who is always 

near and willing to help us. 

. i mufl: 
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I muft go. I carry with me from 
j^ace to place>a heart,full of an afFedionatc 
and grateful fenfe of your love, and of the 
innumerable^ and invaluable mercies and 
comforts the Lord has given me^ in the 
relation I ftaod to you. 



1774. 

Olftej, 27 April, 

I SYMPAtHi^B with you J I already 
feel the concern, which you will fliortly 
feel, when you lay fareweU, to your fifter 
and your family. Methinks, if I could 
prevent itj you (hduld not have a moment's 
uneiifindfs^ pain, or trial, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the year. But how 
could you then be a pattajker of that good, 
which the Lord beftows upon his people, 
through the medium of afflidkions? I 
ht^e he will give you an entire refignation 
to his will; and that the grief you and 
your fifter will feel at parting, will be 
H 2 compenfated 
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compcfxfatcd by a cheerful hope of meet- 
ing again, perhaps more than once, in this 
life; but if not here, in a better world 
And when^ou drop a tear at leaving your 
fither, fitter, aunt, and friends, remember 
that you are coming to a buiband who 
Joves you better, than it is pofiible any, 
or all other friends can. You will be 
more welcome to me on your return, than 
on the happy day which firft made you 
mint. How will my eyes delight to fee 
you, my ears to hear you ipeak« and my 
arms to enfold you, ^ 

My text to night is P£ xxxvi. 7, 8* 
It is ^ ful]» and gracious promiie;. The 
weak, and defencelel^, iball i>e ihehered,. 
under the wings of die Almi^ty ! How 
does the hen cover her brood with her 
wings ! If her ptmer was egual to her 
^///, nothing fhould hurt d)enL The Lord 
our Saviour, makes uie of this image for 
our encouragement ; and bis power, like 
his compaQion, is infinite. Again^ the 
hxingry foul Ihall be fatisfied with £itnefii$ 

fiOt 
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not merely kept alive^ hsM ieafted, fb that 
k (hall thrive and flourifh. Laftly, the 
miferable fhall not only taftej but drink 
ef pleafures; not a Tingle draughty, nor 
out of a veflcl that will foon be empty, 
but from a river whofe ftream is perpe- 
tual, whofc fource is inexhauftible. We 
need not fear drinking a river dry. , The 
ftreams of this river make glad the city 
of God upon earth. How much more 
abundantly will it flow in heaveii ? Here 
^n is our encouragement. Creatures 
fail and change, but the Lord is always 
the lame. And He gives the water of 
life^ freely, without money and without *^ 
price. He invites all who hear, and re- 
ceives all who come. 

The clock is ftr iking twelve, therefore 
I will wifh you a good night. May the 
angels of the Lord, yea, the Lord of an- 
gels himfelf, watch over your bed, andi 
your fleeping hours. My chamber looks 
rather folitary at prefenc, yet, through 
mercy, I flecp foundly. 

H J I THANK 
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1 THANK you for your letter^ I 
do not complain of its brevity. A fin^ 
line to inform me of your fafc arrival, 
would have gladdened my heart, and, I 
truft, have excited my gratitude td the 
Lord our preferver. Not that I thin^ 
,you in more real danger upon the" road^ 
than when at home ; fof a thoufand un- 
tbought of dangers are always near us, and 
our own fhort-fighted care, is infufBcient 
to prefcrve ourfclves, or each other, for 
a fingle moment* Yet my foolilh mind, is 
pirone to be more folicitous about you, 
when you arc out of my fight. I am con- 
fcious of many things, which make me 
wonder at the Lord's goodnefs, in fparing 
you to me fo long; and that you have not 
been oftener, or more heavily afflifted for 
-my lake. But his thoughts are high above 
mine, as the heavens are higher than the 

earth. 



..J 
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earth. And it is our mercy that we arc 
not under the law, but under grace. 

I'rofc from my knees, to take my pen 
in hand, and ftiall daily pray for you alL 
1 truft the Lord has given your fitter that 
knowledge of himfelf, which will make 
her fituation in Scotland agreeable. The 
earth is the Lord's, and his fcrvant3,whcre- 
ever their lot is caft, have his throne of 
grace always near them, I know not 
how fhe may fare there in point of ordi- 
nances. However, if die Lord is plcafed 
to dwell in her heart,, and in her hcufe. 
He can malce lip every defed. His Pro- 
vidence undoubtedly leads her thither, and 
we can be no where better, than in the 
path of duty. His bleffing upon fecret 
prayer and the reading of his word, will 
keep her foul alive^ though the public 
preachmg (hould not be quite to herwifht 
Though I mifs you continually, I am 
neither lonely nor dull. I hope the Lord 
will give rae a heart to wait upon Him, 
and then I fhall do well enough till you are 
H 4 reftored 
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reftorcd to mcf. I need not wifli; the time 
away. It ffies amazingly fad, and aks I: 
too poorly improved. Thefc litdc repa- 
rations (hould engage us to feek his hleffT- 
fng, that we may be prepared for the 
hour (which muft come) when one of us,, 
muft have die trial of living awhile, with- 
out the other. The Lord, who appoints 
and times, all diings, wifely and well. He 
only knov/s, which of us will be rtfcrvcd 
ibr this painful excrcife. But I rely on 
his all-fuffictency and faidi^ulnefs t& rcakjt 
pur l^rength equal to our day. It will 
require a power above our own, to fupport 
us under either part of the alternative, 
whether we are called to leave, or to re- 
fign. But He who fo wonderfully brought 
us together, and. has fo merciMy fpared 
us hitherto, can fweeten, what would other- 
wife be moft bitter to the flefh. If he is 
plealed to (hine upon us, all will be well. 
His prefence, can fupply tfife lols of the moft 
endeared creature comforts, as a candle ma)r 
be eafily fpared when the fun is {^tn. 

Yesterday 



^ I 
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Yesterday I went to lee Mr. 
G— — . I found him in much diftreis> 
. and his wife in more. They took my 
going very kindly, but the coming of the 
coroner prcrented my ftay. The burial 
was laft night. The church-yard was fiill 
of people J but as the hour was late, and 
the parents broken-hearted, I did not fey 
much, .at the grave. The lad was in his 
fourteenth year; was juft come home 
fromfchool; had a(ked for victuals, but 
before he got any, went with the cart, 
which was going for hay. His father was 
cutting the hay at a fmall diftance, and 
feeing th^ boy get up upon the (harps, he 
called to him, but was either not heard, 
or not regarded. Another foa drove the 
cart s the hoHe fuddenly took fright, and 
the field being fiill of hillocks, the cart 
was fbon overturned. The boy fell un- 
der the wheel, and was inftantly killed.' 
. H5 He 
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He neither {poke nor ftlrred. Mr. C— 
faw all that pafledj and was then forced 
to be the moiirnftil meffcnger of the news 
to his wife. It Icems, ffic was wrapped 
tip (as we fay) in: her children. I was 
told that when fhe heard of the event, (he 
flew out of the houfe, and ran a confider*- 
abk way, Ihe knew not whither, before 
fhe could be flopped; She had after- 
wards a long fucceffion of fits, and they 
feared Ihe would have loft herltnfes. But 
when rfaw her, fhewas more cotnpofed.. 
She ffcms to be not without a fenfe of 
religion, fhe had been long a hearer in the 
lower meeting, but of late has come more 
to my church. 

* It is a heavy trials but the Lord can 
' caufe good fruits to grow, from a bitter 
root; How muchpraife do 'ct?^ owe him, 
for that proteftion which- has covered us as 
with a fhield,, in all our journeys, as well 
as at home ? I hope foon to have a c4ll 
to thank htm^ for conducing you'fafriy 
into Kent. 

I have 
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I have been to fee Mrs. C — again. It 
is a plcafant, retired walk to their houfe ;. 
bur it was not (deafant to me, this time.. 
My heart, alas ! was dry' as a chip, un- 
fettled as a weathercock. However I 
could, and did pray for you. I hope 
fhe is a good woman. She told me, fhe 
had often wifhed, that fome occafion 
might bring me to their houfe. But nei« 
ther fhe nor her hufband could take cou- 
rage (fuch a formidable animal, it feems, 
am I) to alk me. She is now troubled 
for having wifhed I might come. But I 
hope the fb-oke may prove a bleffing ta 
them both. • 



Olneyy 15 AprU\ 

Ftmank God I continue ingosd 
health, and well enough in fpirits. Rut 
the frame of my mind is cold, wandering,, 
and unpleafant. Forthc moft part, when 
you have been abroad,. I have been fa- 
voured with* more eompoforej and the 
H 6 hours 
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hours have paffid im>re agreeably and 
proBtabI]r» than at prefent. But you 
need not wifti yourfelf at home, merely 
upon this accoiBit. For the Lord aionfc 
can remove the comfrfaint of a dull, di^- 
fipatcd framcr Your tehdernefs can do 
much for me> but you cannot relieve mc 
in thb cafe. But rhoi^ I am not as I 
wifli to be, I am not unhappy* 

My text to night, when I lay my head 
uj»on my pillow, will be Pf. xxxiv. 1 5^ 
Who are the righteous, upon whom the 
eye of the Lord is fixed, and to whofe 
cry his ear is open ? Not the felf-righ- 
teous — but the helplefs, unwortl^ fimiers, 
who, without any plea but the word of 
promife, put their truft in the name of 
Jefus. Thefc are accounted righteous, 
for their Saviour's fake. They are ac- 
cepted in the beloved, and, bccauf« they 
afk in his name, their prayer is heard. 
Why fhould not we, my deareft, open 
our mouths wide, and expeft great things, 
when we have fuch an advocate ? Do. 

you 
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you fay> How fhall I know that He is 
mine ? I anfwer^ He is an advocate for 
alt> who will conunit their caufe to Hicii. 
They are n6t de(cribed by namet but by 
cfhara^ters as finners who have no hope iq 
diemf^ves, arc not wBlidg to periih^ and 
therefore, bearing that He is able and wil* 
ling to iave tv the utttrmojiy venture upon 
his word, caft themfelves at his feet, and 
commit their all into his hands. Have 
not I, and have not you fuch thou^ts of 
ourfclves, and of Jefus the Saviour ? Wait 
then for Him, give not way to unb^lie^ 
He can do aU that He fays> and He fays 
no more than He means to perform. 



i OUey, 30 Aprils 

I FEEL for you every day while 

) you are at Chatham, but 1 hope and pray 

the Lord will iandify all to your profit. 

If it depended upon me, you fhould have 

nothing to grieve you for a moment ; but 

J I am 
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ftrange is it, that v;e fhoDld be dius aftef*- 
nacely elevated, or caft down» by trifles ! 
That we fhould Gt, likeHagau-j lamenting, 
bvser air empty veflfel, when the fbuntaia 
of life runs fo near us! Keep diis to read 
to me, when it may come to my turo> to 
be pinched with unbdtefl Perhaps you 
will foon have occafion to lay, . Phylician> 
heal thyfclf. 

I have had a pteafant walk this evenmg, 
and was enabled to pj-ay for you, that you 
may gain a bleffing upon all your re- 
movals, and be reftored to me in peace. 
My pillow text to night will be in Pf. 
xxxix. Sup^fe I take vcr. 8. Ddi^ 
verme from all my tranfgrellibns, make 
me not the reproach of the fooliOi. How - 
rich is die grace, that has provided a^ 
ground for fo great a petidon,,as is ex<^ 
preflcd in the firft claufe ! , What arith^ 
medc can compute the vAxAt that is in-^ 
eluded in the word jIU. One tranjgrcf* 
(ion, woukl be fufficient to fink the font 
into ruin. But die btobd of Jeftis GhrKl 

frees 



^ 
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frees thofe who believe la Him, from the 
guilt of AD. And his fpirit is fufficient,. 
to fet us at liberty from die power oi jilt 
Sn^ io (hat ^ot one (hall have dominions 
over us. Yet the fupply of this (pirit, is 
to be fought by^ earneflr prayer i otherwife,. 
iiotwithftanding what we know, and what 
we have received, we are liable to take 
foch fteps, as would make us the reproach: 
of the foolifij^ 

Whenever you fcturn, you will be wel- 
come to me, as gold to the mifcr. But I 
hope to fupport the interval without being 
burdened. My days are filled up witb 
employment,, and at night I deep foundly*. 
So that no pai^t of m]^ time bangs upon 
my hands. 



MiSTHrNKs I fee you juft now*. 
Your fpirits fink a litde, becaufe you arc 
taking leave of your filler and friends. 1; 

allow 
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allow you to dn^ a tear or two» But I 
hope to-morrow, and before you have 
travelled many miles, you will refume your 
cheerjfulnefs, and leave them, and yourfelf^ 
in die hand of die Lord, without anxiety. 
He fitted your fifter for the poll he has 
afligncd her, and, I truft, he will net only 
blefs her, but make her a blefSng to many 
around her. I fbmetimes think, that the 
child's lameneis, may give fuch a different 
turn to his future life, may prevent fo many 
things that might otherwife have happened, 
and give occafion to fo many things which 
otherwife would not have happened, that, 
in the way of means, it may have a near 
conne<5lion with the falvation of his Ibul. 
It is good to truft the Lord, and leave the 
management of all to Him. He is wife. 
He fees to the end of our path. We, 
poor fliort-fighted creatures, cannot fee an 
inch before us, and if left to our^ own 
choice, fhould involve ourfelves in trou- 
bles, by the very fteps we Ihould take to 
prevent them. 

IlhaU 



_j 
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I (hall be glad to hear, you are at Loti/- 
don, bccaufe you will then be thirty miles 
nearer to me. But I remember when 
there were not only hills, but oceans be- 
tween us. Then the Lord brought us 
together in fafety. It feems to me now, 
almoft as if we had been fcparated for the 
time of an African voyage. But I wait 
with patience, your fummons to meet you 
at Newport. I would rather fee you 
than all that the world accounts magnifir 
cent. I had rather hear you fpeak thao 
hear all Handel's mufic. I would rather 
call you, Mine, than poflels waggon loads 
of gold. Some perfons would deem this 
the language of folly, but it is the language 
of love, and of truth. 

It grows late. The maids are gone to 
bed, and I (hall foon retire to mine. It 
is rather lonely at prcfent ; but I thank 
God, I am a ftranger to the remoteft wife, 
that it were lawful for me to have any 
companion, but yourfelf. Since the Lord 
gave mc the defirc of my heart, in my 

dcarefl; 
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deartil' M — ^ die reft of the fex are nm 
more CO me> thaa the tulips in the garderf» 
Oh what a mtvcj is it, that I can fay this I 
1 Ipeak it not to my own praifc, but to the 
praife of the Lord. I have a vile heart, 
capable of every evil; and, in myfelfi am 
as prone to change as a weather- cock. 
But, with refpedt to you, he- has been 
pleafed to keep me fixed, as rfie north- 
pole, without one minute's variation, for 
twenty-fimr years, three months, and one 
day; andl humbfy trull, that he willtliuS;. 
keep me, to the end of my life. 



Oltteyi 4- May*.. 

The wind blows hard at N. E. fo* 
that I fuppofe, your brother and fitter are 
embarked If they are, I dcxnot mean to 
"be very uneafy fer them, and I hope ycm 
will not. The Gk)d* of the dry land, is 

God 
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Cod of xhc fea Ukewife. He is n-s near 
us in a ftorm, as in a calm ; and we need 
his proteclion, no lefs in a calm, than in a 
ftorm. May the Lord give to them, and 
. to «s, his grace; that, looking to him, we 
. fliay be comforted under all reparations 
and changes, by aa aflured hope of meet* 
mgy to unfpcakable advantage, in a betoer 
world ! Wc are all leffemng the diftancc^ 
^5)acc, to our cverlafting home. Our voy- 
4igc through life, will ibmetimes be incom* 
inoded by (ionns; but the Lord Jefus is 
an infallible, alnaigh^ pilot. The winds,, 
and the feas, obey huiv Noae ever mif- 
^carried under Jiis care ^ and he takes charge 
of all who en&uil thcmfelves to him» Has 
ht not made us willing to do ib ? Thea * 
we may be &ure, h^ will not difap^int the 
hope, which he himfelf has given us. Let 
tis make his good word our compais, to 
jdireft our .hearts, to the haven, to the 
heaven, where we would be ! 

I need not wiJh time away i it ffies with 
an amazing fwiftnefs, even in your abfence. 

Bur 
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But I hope it will be better with me, when 
you return.. I am not uncomfortable^ but 
I am a little unfettled. I can do more 
bufinefs, m two days, when you arc at 
home, than in three, when you are abroad. 
For though I fit many an hour in my 
ftudy, without feeing you, yet to know, 
Aat you arc in, or about the houfe, and 
that I can fee you when I pleafe, gives a 
fort of compofure to my mind : fo that I 
muft not fay, your compahy is a hin- 
derance to me upon the whole. Though 
occafionally, my attention to you, may 
make me leave fomething undone, which 
I ought to have done. In fliort, whether 
with you, or without you, I am a poor 
creature, and fee much to be afhamed of 
every day, and in every circumftahcc. 

My comfort, and my cai*e» 
My fafety, and my fnare. 
You have been, and you are ! 

However, I have great reafon to blcfs 
(Sod, that I ever faw you, 

I AM 
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O/afy, 9 May, 

I AM very glad you heard, and ap- 
proved, Mr. , and clpecially, that ybu 

mean to call upon him. I hope, you will 
pray, and ftrive againft, thofe prejudices, 
which your affeftion for me, and your jea- 
loufy, left any perfon Ihould not look upon 
me with the fame partiality, which you 
do, have fomctimes occafioned. Thefc 
thoughts have been the greateft hurt to your 
fpirit, and the greateft hinderance to your 
comfortable progrefs, of any thing that I 
know \ and have fometimes given me no 
fmall.uneafincfs. I cannot wifli you to love 
me lefs, but I often wifh you could be lels 
anxious about me. Pray for me, that I may 
be fimple, upright, and diligent, in my walk 
and work ; and then you nlay cheerfully 
leave my concerns with the Lord; and 
may be affuredthat he will give me, as much 
acceptance and favour, as is good for me. 
Be upon your guard againft making your- 

felf. 
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IcV, an4 of coiiric, me, tincafy about 
diingSy which mother df us can ^elp, or 
alter. Temptations follow ^iqpers; and 
Satan is always iiibtlc, .and Jnify* i^ his at- 
tempts to break our peace, and dnrert our 
thoughts from the maki objeft. Tliough 
your company is irqr deareft, and moft ^a^ 
iued, earthly comfort, I flidl be well re^ 
paidj for a month's abfencc^ if you bring 
liome a defipc^ to watch and pray againft 
thofe wrong iai|)reflioih^ wMoh your love 
to mc;^ has fomctimes obtruded qpon your 
tnind. And! hoipc to ftody myfdf, the 
leflfon I recommend to youi and to fl:rive» 
and pray, for the ornament of a meek# 
and quiet ipiric But alas! though I 
know in theory, what a chfiilian fhould bc^ 
J am ftiU ladly deficient in practice. 

Give my love> and thaidcs^ to all my 
}cind frionds. I was once without a friend; . 
but God jias fuice givicn me many. Who 
that 'had feen me at the Plantartes^ woulJ 
have expeftcd, what has fmce taken placci' 
How lanworthy am I, of all diat I have 

I'eceived! 



received ! Very imwdithy of bdng ittide 
happy in you ; but above all) uni*orthy of 
the^hcmoor of preaching the golpel, which 
I too long defpifed, and blalphemed 1 

My evening walk was outwardly plea- 
(ant, but my mind was' confiifed. HoW** 
ever, I prayed for you. Let me be as I 
will, in other refpefts, you are always pre- 
fent to my thoughts. My love has been 
.growing from the day of marriage, and 
ilill it is in a growing ftatc. It Was once 
as an acorn, but it has now a deep root> 
and fpreading branches, like an old oak. 
It would not have proved fo, if the Lord 
had not watered it with his blefling, ^ 



Olney^ tt Di^etnbit. 

As you irttknatte you fliall not come 
before Saturday,' I write again. I need 
not wiih th6 interval away, though I long 
to fee you *. Saturday will foon be here. I 
thank the Lord, and I thank you, for your 
Vol* IL 1 letter. 
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letter. Indeed^ he has been very gracious 
in fupporting you, and your &ther, (o much . 
beyond expe<^tion ; furcly my heart iias 
had a feDow feeling with you. But fuch 
fori:ow, as he by his grace is pleafed to 
fanflify, .will be hereafter numbered, 
amongftour mercies. I often Ipcak much, 
in public, of his all-fufficiency to uphold, 
under every triaL I have feldom had a 
more remarkable proof of it, than in the 
courfc of this late affliiStion. May he en- 
able jou to improve this inftance of his 
goodnefs, as an argument againfi: that 
vain reafoning, of unbelief which has fo 
often difcouraged you. If he had not been 
with you, I am fur£ you would have been 
crulhed like a moth. I hope, when wc 
meet, we fhaill rejoice in his loving-kind- 
nefs.j and that you will be able to lay, 
Becaufe he has heard m^ therefore I will 
call upon him, as long as I live. 

May we learn^ from what we have felt, 
and from what we daily fee, of the vanity 
of^all things here^ to fix our thoughts upon 

the 
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the one thing needful. That we may ex- 
perience his loving- kindnefs to be better 
than life itfclf, and may have a fure re- 
fource in his love, againft the prefliire of 
every remaining trial, that may be allotted 
us. That wq may rejoice, as thofe who 
are ftill liable to be called to mourn i and 
mourn, as thofe who have a happy prof- 
peft, of rejoicing for ever, at laft. I thought, 
on Monday morning, that I was praying 
for you, while you were ftepping into the 
coach. But when you did fet off yefter- 
day, I was aflcep. But the Shepherd of 
Ifrael, who neither flumbers nor fleeps, 
was pleafed to watch over you, in your 
journey j for which I defire to praife him. 
Sicknefs, and death, have entered many 
houfes here, fince you left home. But we 
are ftill preferved. Our times are in the- 
hands of him, who careth for iis. 

I have had another peacefiil night, and 

awoke this morning in health. I hope 

you can fay the lame. We lie down> and 

arifc in fafety, becaufc the Lord fuftains 

1 2 us. 
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us. Oh J to lay. This Gocl, this great 
God, is our God; oiir fun, and Ihicld, 
and portion! What a privilege is thisi 
What a counter-balance for every trial i 
And fince he has faid ta ow hearts. Seek 
ye my fece^ and has given us a dcfirc to 
anlwer. Thy fece, O Lordj will we feek, 
it is not poflible, that we Ihould feek in 
vain. The Lord blefs, and keep you, lift 
up the light of his countenance upon yow^ 
aiid give you peace. Amen, 



^775- 

London^ %S Anguflm 

I MUST fend you a Ihort letter for 
ot^cc. May the Lord bids you, give yoti 
compofurcof mind, and do you good every 
.day. I know you will be ready enough 
xo come to mc;, when you can, and- 
therefore I leave the v)hen to you; I ' 
like Monday belli bccaufc it i& nearcft; 

but 
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•but if ysara fey till Tuefiky^. I nwU wait pa- 

tientiy. But you know^ 1 am not quite 

die thing, when you arc abient. M^thin^ 

I would have you dlways at my clbbw. 

©ivt my loYC to my dear duW, who, 1 

rhopc, aad'beSeve, will be a. good girl. 

And I beg of her, and of aU Who are about 

riter, that your ruks, to which ihc fo cheer*- 

4afiy 'fctoiffs, wfaen at h^ami m«f bf 

dm>keiit» little /8s poObie, TeH iai her 

^fiicnds, that I love her^ and accept her, as 

rmy own child, and flsal^^ccount the care 

^ her, to be on6 oC diemoft im{)ortafit 

concerns of my Wk. 



Ofjtfy, i8 November* 

I BEGAN to liften at four, for the 
found of the horn. I liftcned till five, be- 
fore I heard it. Soon after, I received 
your dear letter. My heart travelled with 
you, from ftage to ftage, and I fct you 
down in the Ol5yi^^,.Jp(k^^^^ 

I 3 you 



L 
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yeu mcndoii But Oh I what caufe have- 
I to be thaidcful^ Aat you were lhielded> 
by die Lord's proteftion, from the many 
pofliUe events, which might have ipoiled 
my calculations, and ient me to bed to- 
nighty with an aching heart. I hope you 
are now at Chadiam. I have put you inta 
the Lord's hand, who I truft will do you. 
-good Yet I cannot help beii^ anxious^, 
till I know hoW you. fek, and what you* 
met with, upouyour arrival. If your dear 
£ither be flill livib^ gpive. my love, and 
duty, to him, and allure him, that he: is.^^ 
ways in my thoughts,, apd prayers*. May 
the Lord fupport you, and keep up your, 
fpirits, by a fenie of his power;,^ and 
goodnefs ! 



Oheyf 21 November. 

I TOLD the people, on Sunday even- 
ing, my good news, and read your father's 
letter. Both he and you were eamcftly 

prayed 
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praytd for. But I luppofc, more tharr a 
hundred were detained from us, by colds 
and illnefe. There is fcarcely a houfc, 
without fomc perfons iU in it j and the ge- 
neral word isjT That they never had fuch 
a fort of cold before. Many have taken 
CO their beds. But in a few days^ mod of 
them begin to amend. 

W. and R^ B — fcnt me word, that 

dieir litde girl was dying,, and I have fincc 

~ .heard, fhe is dead. I exped): to find th^m 

in much trouble. Thus,^ a( one time or 

another, every family, and every perfon, 

finds vanity entwined with their choiceft 

comforts^ It is befl for us, that it is fo« 

For, poor and vain as this fifa is, we are 

fufficiently attached to it.. How ftrong 

then would our attachment be, if we met 

with no rubs,- or thorns, by the way ? Is 

not the hiftory of every dayj a comment 

upon thofe words. This i&not your reft? 

I think, you and I muft acknowledge, that 

the Lord has given us^t from the* beginning 

^f our union,, a favoured lot ; 1 think we 

I 4 have 



( 
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Jiavc experienced, as much of the good> 
and as few of the c vi]s> of iife» as. any per- 
fons whom we know. And yet, if we 
-could fairly eftlmate all the pains, anxieties 
aixi crofles, we have met widi, from firft 
to lifti it would make a confiderable abate- 
ment, m what, wlien taken in a more ge- " 
neral view, may well be deemed a happy 
ftate. And how foon has the beft of it 
paffcd away! Nothir^ now remains of_ 
many endeared hours,, but the remem- ' 
brance. Though we have had the befl^ 
that fuch a life can afford> it wouH be x 
poor happinefe indeed, were this our AIL 
But blefied be God, who has given us 4 
better hope, than we had when we fet out. 
For, I thinks we then propofed no higher 
fatisfaftion, than we could find in eacli- 
other. It was well for us both, that I was 
conflrained to leave you, for three long 
voyages : for though tbofc frequent fepa- 
rations were very irkfomc, at the time> 
^ they were fanftificd to make us look far- 

h ' then Oh ! he has led us wifely and gra- 

3 cioufly \ 
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cioufly ! He has (lone -all things well. 
We have nothing now to aflc> but for a 
deeper^ and more thankful fenfe it)f his 
goodnefs. 



Olneyy a 6 November* 

I AxM thinking of you, and lifting 
up my heart for you, almoft continually. 
You arc in the Lord's fchooK He fent 
yop, to give you the moft fatis&6tory 
proofs, of his goodncfs to your father ^ 
which, I hope, will prove an encourage- 
ment, and a caufe of great thankfulnefs to 
yourfclf. "He is very gracious, and, I 
truft, will Ihew himfelf fo, to you, and in 
you* But you deprive yourfelf of com- 
fort, by liftcning to the voice of unbelief j 
which weakens. your hands, and prevents^ 
your progrefe. How often are you $\(^ 
trcflcd, as though you were onjy, to. fee, 
the goodnefs of the Lord to others, Aijd 
not to taftc of it yourfelf! Yet the pajji 
: ^5 ^ of 
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of few people, through life, has been more 
marked with peculiar mercies, than yours. 
How differently has he led us, from 
the way we fhould have chofen for our- 
fclves I We have had remarkable turns 
in our affairs ; but every change has beca 
for the better; and m every troiiUe (for 
we have had our troubles) he has given 
us effe<5hial help. Shall we not then be- 
lieve, that he will perfcft that whicK con- 
cerns us ? When I was an infant, artd 
knew not what I wanted, he fent you into 
the world, to be, firft, the principal hmge, 
^pon which my part, and charafter, inTife, 
was to turn, and then to be my com- 
panion. We have travelled together near 
twenty-fix years; and though we arc 
"changeable creatures, and have feen almoft 
every dung change around us, he has pre- 
ferved otir affeftions, by his blefling, or 
we might have been weary of each other. 
How (kf we havie yet to go, we know 
not i but the greater, and (as to cxtemaJs) 
the plcafanter, part of our journey, is, 
- probably^ 
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probably, paflTed over. If our lives are 
prolonged, the Ihadows of the evening, 
old age, with its attendant infirmities, will 
be preffing upon us foon. Yet 1 hope 
this uncertain^ remaining part of our pil- 
grimage, will, upon the whole, be the 
bcft : for our God is all-fufiicient, and can 
make us more happy^ by the light of his 
countenance, when our temporal comforts 
fail, than we ever were, when we pol&fled 
them, to the greatcft advantagp. 



Oligfyf t Deamber* 

When you told me,, that" S»-* was 

coming home, my heart funk like a flbne ; 

but it foon revived, upon finding you had 

' altered your purpofc.. If Ihe had come, I 

^ mufteitherhavefentherbacfcagain,orhave 

fet out myfelf to fetch you;^ ETyou were 

not where you are, Ihe would be very ufe- 

fill to me here : I feel the want of her. 

But as things ftand, you mnift either both 

16 coffne. 
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come^ or both ftay r fer I fhould not haye 
one comfortable day^ if you were at. 
Chatham^ alone. Every inconvcmence 
ivtU ieem lights if compared with the 
thoughts of your being left by yourfelf. 
Yom- dear father is not acquainted^ either 
with my feelings, or my fituation ; but you 
will do your beft, to apprife him of both; 
As to your return, if there be good 
grounds to think, that the time of his de- 
parture is near at hand, I ought not to 
defirc it : but if the unexpefted turn, the 
phyfician fpeaks o^ fliould prolong his 
life, for months, or years ; and rcftore him 
to the fame Itate, in which you left him, 
in. September,, your preience at home, 
mil loon be lb neadO&ry, th^^t nothing, but 
chd mo&, urgent call of duty,, can diipenfe 
with it. I fpeak, not merely upon my own - 
peribnai account; you are gready wantoi^ 
by the fick, by the poor, ami by your fer 
roily. There arc many things, to which 
i cannot attend, as I ought, while you are 
away* I hope, if your fother recovers, fi> 

far 



I 
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far as to bear a removal, he will pve up 
bufinefs, and come and live with us 5 and 
ipend the remnant of his days amongd 
thofe, who can join with him, in talking 
of that better land, to which he b going, 
and in praifing the Lord for his goodnefs. 
I ^ hope, nodiing that I have written, 
will make you uneafy. My mind has been 
a little agitated; but now I have put 
down my thoughts upon paper, I am 
compofed again^ Your abfence is, indeed, 
a trial j but who am I> that I Ihould not have 
tri^s? Ah, I have defcrved much' more 
than this, even to be broken, widi breacb 
upon breach, and to be deprived of you 
altogether. The Lord helps me, in fomc 
meafure, to refign.aU to his difpofal, and 
to fay, Not my will, but thine be done. 
This feparation is not like fome, which we 
have formerly known : there are no oceans 
between us now, nor am I under a painfid 
fufpenfe, as when I could not hear of you, 
for a whole twelvemonth* Even then, he 
was pleafed to watch over us; to fuppprt 

usj 
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Bs ; and reftore us^ to each other, a^ih 
and again. Therefore, my Ibul, hope tliou 
in God, for I fliall yet praife him. Yea, I 
will praife him now, for his goodnefs to 
you. I know you have felt much : aP- 
fli^ions mu(V be felt, to be lanftified. 
But youhave been ftrengthened, accord- 
ing to your day; We feem, as I lately 
obfcrved, to have had as fmooth a jour- 
ney, thus far, as moft people. Yet, at 
intervals, our trials have been very iharp. . 
Mine arc always fo, when I fed for you-; 
Aough few things, with which your peace, 
or comfort, are not conneftcd, give me 
much trouble. I pay; at fome feafons,. a 
heavy tax, for loving you, I had almoft 
iaid, too wdl. Btit I cannot love you too 
well, unlefs I love you improperly.. I be^ 
Kcve it was of the Lord*s goodnefi, that I 
loved you at firft; and I am fiire, that 
botfi duty and gratitude, bind me to love 
you now. The lovci which a hufband 
fliould bear to his wife, is expreffed in 
very ftrong terms by the apofUe, Ephef. 

V. ^5 
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V. 25—28. But you certainly havt hen 
my idol, and I often fear, you arc too 
much fo ftiU. ^ Alas ! how difficult is it 
to draw the line cxadlly, between under- 
vaioing, and overvaluing, the gifts of God! 
The good Lord pity, and pardon,, us both,^ 
and take iuch a fuU poflefiion of our 
*hearts, Aat no rival may interfere, witk 
what is only due to him I 



• , • Olmjt 7 Dteember. 

If your letters (as you think) af- 
ibrded me> neither pleafure nor comfort^ 
I fhould not rib earneflly wifli you; to 
write; but you may be afliired^ Aey afford 
me both, and that in your abfence, nothing 
of a temporal kind, can give me equal 
&tis£u^n. I ufually grow thoughtful, and ' 
abfent, about four o'clock, when I exped: 
the. pioft is coming, till I hear the horn ; 
tbea my fpirits. flutter. But whea I re- 
(oeijre a letter from you^ have readit> and 

iind 
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find you were well, I prcfcntly feel com- 
pofed, and^ I hope, a litde diankful. Thus 
k was to-nigbc. Glad I am to hear, that 
your dear father is preparing to part with 
hb houfe, and feems not unwilling to come 
to Olney j where, I truft, he will find mc 
heartily joining with you, to do every thing 
in our power, to make his remaining days 
comfortable. 

The language cfPf. xl. 5. fuits mc well. 
There is noend to the inventory of my mer- 
cies. ,May he, who has given fo much to us, 
and done fo much for us, add the crowning 
mercy of a thankful heart ! Though I can 
talk of *thankfulnefs, I feel much infenii- 
bility i but I know, that while fin dwellcth 
in me, it Ayill have effeds. It wiJl_diflrcfs, 
but it cannot condemn, thofe who believe in 
Jefus. In Ifaiah xliii. 24, 25, we hafvc a 
chara£ter of the Lord's falvadoa:. it is 
free^ for his own fake. It lifull-, the Uot-* 
ting out of fm, Uke a cloudy beyond recai 
and remembrance* And the iubjedbs c£ 
•...•- thii 
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this falvation, are they who have wearied 
him by their iniquities. 



Many prayers arc offered for youj 
and I hope we (hall foon have to o£fer 
praifc. 1 pray, not only that we may 
be reftored to each other^ but that our 
long reparation may be ian^ified to ua 
bodi. Though it has been a gentle 
trial,, compared to what the Lord might 
juftly have fent, and mingled with great 
mercies, yet a trial it is to me, and, per- 
haps, more fo to you. Not that I mean 
to yield the palm to you, as if you can 
be more fenfibly afFefted by abfencc, than 
myfelf i but I allow my fimation at home, 
is more pleafant than yours, while abroad* 
ConGdered as a trial, we have cai^ to 
be thankful, that it has been fb much 
fweetened; and we fhould likewife aim, 
to draw fome ufeful leflbns from it. I hope 

I have 
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I have learned fotne, if I can but prafthV 
them. I cannot feel how much I mifs 
you, when you are from me but a few 
trceks, without thinking what fupport I 
Ihould need, if I was wholly deprived oT 
'you. The likie thought, I fuppofe^ is^ 
ibmetimes upon your mind. The hour 
will probably come, when j»vc muft expe- 
rience the sJternative of leaving, or being 
left. For though poffible, it is not very 
Kketyy that we (hall be removed both at 
once; May the Lord imprcfi the event 
of this unknown hour upon our minds ;. 
not to diftrefs us> but to keep alive in us^* 
afenfe of the infignificancy of every thing 
here, compared with die one tfiing peed- 
ful ! May he caufe o«r faith to- grow and 
take deep root, and fix in us fuch a per^ 
iuafion of his all-fuffielcncy^ and grace,, 
•and of our intereft in his promiles \ that 
we jpay truft and not be afraid,; but cheer- 
felly commit all that is before us, to his 
care* He wha has fupported us for weeks, 
can fupport us for years, and make thofe 
• • . things. 
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things tolerable, which feem the tnoft for- 
midable in profpedt. We are prone co 
be over earncft about matters, which will 
one day appear to tis of no more import- 
ance, than the recolleftion of a dream. 
But, oh ! the peace of God fatisfics and 
fills the heart, and leaves but little room 
for anxioits cares^ or a warmth of fpirit 
about trifles \ 

I acknowlec^e yolir kindnefs^ in fend- 
ing me tolerably long letters, and by way 
of thanks, I have this time taken a large 
ihcet of paper, and will try to fill it. If 
I had leifurc, and could find fomething^ 
to fey^ I would pleafe myfelf with writ- 
ing, not fteets, but quires. But I have 
many things to attend, and meet with 
hourly interruptions. When I awakened 
our dear little girl this morning, I aflced 
her for a text, and (he very prompLly gave 
me Ifa. xlii. 16. which contains an epi*- 
tome of my own hiftory, and of yours ^fo.. 
How blind were, we, when the Lord 
brought us together ! How little did we 

then 
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then think of the paths, by which, and t6' 
which> He had purpofcd to lead us. But 
He caufed l^ht to ihine upon our dark- 
nefs. He has made a thoufand crooked things 
ftraight before us, and we have good rea- 
fon to truft his promtfe that He will not 
forfake us. Crooked diings will occur in 
our path^ now and then, but> if He bp 
with us, we iieed not fcan And the nmc 
is ihort. May we learn to fpeak the 
Flalmift's language from our hearts, Lord ! 
what wait we for, our hope is in thee. 
We have fccn much of the good, whick 
this life, in a temporal view, can afford. 
We have felt enough of its evils, to know 
jdiat all here is mingled with vanity, and 
vexation of fpirit. And I truij:, that be- 
fore He removes us. He will make us 
heartily willing to go, that we. may 
behold Him who flied his precious; bloody 
to redeem, our foul§^ 



The: 
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Olnry, z*- V ecemher* 

The Lord is very good to mc. 
He maintains my peaccj and preferves 
me from evils and fnares. But I feel 
much abomination in my heart. I can 
truly fay. It is a cage of unclean and hate- 
ful birds. I dare not entruft any one, not 
even you, with a detail of the wild, fbolifii, 
and dreadful thoughts, wWch often pefler 
my mind. The Lord, who is infinitely 
holy, fees All, yet He bears with me, and 
permits me, vile as I am, to call him mine, 
is .not this wonderful ? Oh ! He is full 
of grace and mercy ! I hope you think 
and find him fo. 

Yefterday was a bufy time, but I was 
led comfortably through. I had a; good 
night, and flcpt this morning till paft 
fcven. I am fufficiently indulgent to Mr. 
SeJf. Do not fear my pinching, or over- 
working him. I need a (pUr more than 
a bridle. You often think I do too much ; 
3 I much 
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I much oftcncr fee caufe to confcfs myfclF, 
comparativelx at Icaft, a flothful.and un- 
profitable fcrvant. In the concerns of 
immortal fouls^ with eternity in view^ 
and io much depending upon the preient 
moment, what affiduity,or importunity, can 
be proportioned to the cafe ? I*ought to 
be always upon the wing, feizing any op- 
portunity of aiming to be ufcful, whether 
oy word or pen \ and of courfe, much 
more careful and diligent than I am, to 
redeem the time. The Lord pity and 
pardon us all, and make us as wife in our 
generation, as the men of the world arc 
in theirs ! 



tltuy^ %j Dicemher. 

Wi are all well, and therefore you 
need not be alarmed at my writing fo 
foon. Mr. R— called on me this morn- 
ing, and when I fpoke of my intended 
journey^ he faid, he muft gQ to London 

foon. 
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foon, and that if he could be of any fcr- 
vice, he would fuit his time to ours, and 
willingly conduft your father to Olney. 
When he firft fpoke, my heart anfwered. 
Thank you for nothing; I do not choofe 
to mifs the pleafure of feeing my dear 
M. at leaft a whole week fooner than 
if. I wait for her at home. But I foon 
confidered, Mr. R. is an aftivc ftrong 
man, who has his eyes and his wits about 
him, and could, perhaps, upon many oc- 
cafions, be much more helpful to my fa- 
ther, than" I could. So I muft mention 
this to her, and if fee approves it, I muft, 
for my father*s fake, fubmit to ftay a little 
longer, before I fee her. If you think 
th?it my coming will do as well or better, 
here I am in waiting. Nothing but pru-^ 
dence, and a fenfe of duty here, would 
-prevent my fetting off towards you this 
night. I fhould much prefer it to going 
to bed. If it depended on my will only, 
I feel myfelf well-difpofcd to take a jour- 
ney of five hundred miles, for one day, 

or 
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or half a day of your company, if I could 
have it upon no eafier terms, I need 
not multiply words, yt>u wcU know that 
I cannot wifti for an cxcufc, to prevent 
my coming to you. But your iadier's {^^ 
and comfortable travelling, is at prefent a 
chief objcft with me. I love him for his 
own fake ; when he gave his conlent that 
you ihould be mine, he laid me under 
an obligation, which I can never repay 1 
and over and above all this, he \%y(mr 
fathcn ' 

1776. 

For fear the fnow fhiould prevent 
my being with you on Tuefday, I write 
a hafly line to tell you th^Ve are all 
well. 

I fuppofe, if Self had his wiH, he wojild 
think his journey to you, of luch import- 
ance, that no fnow fhould have falleA to 
retard il, or make it inconveniefat* Pc*r 

proud 
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pmud crcatup?! What a prefirmptuotiS 

worm, to admit ont thotight againft the ^-^ 

pointmcilt of the moft High \ -mftead of be^ 

ing duly thankful, that you and I, are fafely 

^ fheltered, and well provided for, in this 

I fcvere weather ! What hardfhips are fome 

i perfons fufFering this morning, while' you, 

j I hope, are fleeping peacefully in- your 

i bed, and I am fitting by a good fire;, 

[ Far be^it from us to repine, if in fome 

I things our inclinations are a little crofled 

It is often, yea always, in mercy when 

they arc. We have feen it fo in many 

Jnftances alrcacfy, aiad ihall hereafter fee 

that it wasfo in all. 

Let me beg you not to give way to fears 
on my account, nor to calculate the depth 
• of the fnow, at prefent, nor of the floods, 
when the liiow fliall melt, Siiice you 
liave had an intcreft in n>c, the Lord has 
j^referved me, in the midft of many dan-. , 
^rs, fiiCh as you can form no idea ofl 
We may fafely truft him now. His arm 
is; riot weary; He is always near us, and 
VouIL JC his 
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his Prpvidcnce watchful over thofe that 
fear him. But I know I cannot reafon 
away your apprehenfions, any more than 
I can my own, when they are exercifcd 
about yoH. I will therefore direft my 
thoughts upward — Lord do thou keep her 
heart ftaid upon thee, and give her power 
to truft all in thine hand, and fubmit all 
■ to thy will ! Amen. 



Oluey^ 9 January. 

If I did not feel for your anxiety, 
I fhould be quite eafy, for wc are all well, 
and furrounded with mercies. I thought 
to be in Lx)ndon to-night, and with you 
to-morrow ; but the Lord appointed Other- 
wife. The greateft fall of fnow, I ever 
remember, has prevented me j but I might 
have been prevented by illncfs. Till ten 
or eleven this morning, I thought of mafcv 
ing myfelf as eafy as I could, at home. 
Put after |he waggon came in, finding that 

the 
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the road was open to Newport, and it be- 
ginning to thaw, I fuppofed if I could* 
reach thither, I fliould find die high road 
paflable- enough. As I chadkcd it out, I 
was to reach St. Alban's by eight, fet out 
from thence ai four to-morrow morning, 
breakfeft in London, andxirink tea in th€ 
afternoon with my deareft M. Accord- 
ingly, about noon we began our march. 
Mr. R. led the van, I was in the centre^ 
and Richard brought up the rcan He 
was defigned to bring the horfes home. 
I was a little concerned how he \*ould be 
able to'' manage the three hprfes, but my 
concern was needlefs, for wc.rdtufnedj as 
wp wer^. . The road from Newport \?as. im- 
paflable to carriages. N^ither'cbaifc nor 
mail could move. I came fafely home, 
well pleafed that I had made the attempt, 
and. only anxious left you Ihould be 
alarmed. I wMa y^u may be able to drive 
away your iears upon my account, or ra- 
ther pray them. away. 1 am in fafe hands; 
The Lord is my protedox and your^s too^ 
K 2 But 
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BiK If your painful feelings cannot be 
ai!X>ided^ may they be fiinftified! My 
love is unwilling that you ihould have an 
uneafy moment^ but the Lord's love' is not 
only tender, but wife* 

, Nor let ua regret, that this^ fSB of fhow 
(hould prdong our feparadon. It fell by 
the direflion of God's providence, both 
as to the time, and the Ipot. And he 
li^wifc tinses cur cdncerns j or* the fnow 
might ha^ne -detained' your fether on the 
road, as I hear it Has. fome company, who 
•were glad tp be flickered in a finall public 
houfe by the road fide, and can neither 
get backwaiUi nor forward Come, all is 
welL We are, indeed^ a(under j but I 
am not in AfricSa.' How things are now 
we know. What unforefeen events the 
interpofition ^ the fhow may have pre- 
vented,, we know not*' As it/isi the con- 
foioitihefs, of lovingi' and. being beloved, ' 
remains with t^ 5 arid ^Ithis is better than 
every thing elfe would be, without it. 

- A You 
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Ol/iey, lo January, 

Ttoji fay^ ycm cannot defcfibe 
yom uncafmefi, wfaen you neither faw mt, 
•as you cxpeifbcd, !iK)r fccard from me. I 
i^ed no dcfcription. J felt it for you. I 
well knew how you would be fituated, un- 
h& you were apprized that the roads were 
ftopped. Had the fnow fallen with you 
as with us, you woidd have accounted for 
my not coming. I think no modv«, left 
powerful than .yourfelf> would have in- 
duced me to go to Newport when I did. 
It was at leafl: an unpleafant ride,.' arid I 
could not have managed it,, had I be^n- 
alonc^ We were obliged, h feme plac?s,. 
to quit the road. Which wte impaffibl'e, 
and to go round the open'fieldsj and, at 
times, both the horfe and his rider wcfc 
almoft buried m the feow.- If either fa** 
tigue or expence could haive prevented 
your anxiety, y^u -would have had nontv 
But I hope all is well over now* . 

K3 It 
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It may help to make us patient, it 
fhould, indeed, make us thankful, to re- 
flcft upon the vaft diftrefs that multitudes 
are probably in, both by fea and land, at 

, this moment while I am writing. Some 
ftarving with cold, others with hunger, 
Ibme loft in the fnow, others dafliing 
agairift the rocks. Ah, my deareft, how 
has fin filled the world with woe ! And 
we are finners like others; but our fiifFer- 
ings are light, compared with v/hat many 
endure, and ftill more light, if compared ' 

• with our dcfcrts. The Lord has done a 
great thing for us, in (hewing us the way 
of falvation. Here may our thoughts and 
dcfircs chiefly fix. If fin be pardoned, if 
we are accepted in the. beloved, then He 
will guide us by the way, and heaven 
will be our portion at the end. And fee ! 
He is feated on a throne of grace, and 
ready to beftow every bleffing that we 
need, more than our fcanty minds can 
cither a{kx)r conceive. I am at a diftance 
from* you. But alas! what am I? If 

you 
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weathe;- is adifpcniatioB Irom the Loni 
Tteu&Ads feel much more terrible cfFeils 
jfcom it, than we have fclti and I know 
na ground of claim that we have, to aa 
exemption from a fliarc in thofe trials, to 
which all are expofed. M^Y the Lord 
help us to fubmit and wait patiently, for 
after aH> we c^ alter nothing. We may 
make things worfe by a want of reiigna- 
lion, but we cannot mend them. " 

I acknowledge that your part of the 
tri^l has been the hardefti'yet mine has 
*not been Kght> efpecially,. if what I have 
felt for pity be taken into the account.. 
Yet, upon the whole, the Lord keeps my 
mind attentive to what I 'have deferved,, 
and to what others ftiflfcr, la that, in the 
main, I am quiet and peace&L If either 
you, or I^ or the dear child had been ilf, 
the trial would have been much greater, 
*yet even then we could nut h^vc helped 
Curfelvcs.. 



Waixmo 
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Ofntyy 30 January* 

Writing to you,, is now almo^ 
rthe only thing to which I can attend, 
l^t us tiy to be thankful that we arc aJE 
well, and favoured with the neceflarics 
.and comforts of life. And let us pray 
that this fqparation, with ^11 its inconver 
aiendesj may be fendified. How often' 
Jiave I committed you and.myfelf to thp . 
,Lord^ feemcd wiilmg diat he fliould takjs 
jais own methods with us, and that, i|i< 
hope be would mirffee all things, work to^ 
£^ther for our g©od, I would never pre?* 
&ine to fay to hinu What doeft thow? 
And yet, when I -think of yoiar prefem dil?^ 
XFefs, my f^ms am fo fbftcned and afr 
it^e.d> that I am jeady 1^ overlook xny 
innumerable caufcs for ^hankfulnds. J 
<an eafily feeaiu3w;tbis trial may be ronc' 
jftf ifce all things, working together for xiur 
(^odi but it is his .blefCng maiift make it 
K 5. fo. 
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fo. For if left to myfelf, I am capable of 
forgetting both correftions, and comforts. 
I am writing by a good fire, and while 
I almoft biirn on one fide, I feel the froft 
on the other. How true is that word,- 
Who can (land before his cold ? And 
there is another good word which I hope, 
in due time, to fee fijlfiUed, He fendeth 
forth his Word and melteth them. He 
caufeth his wind to blow, and the waters 
flow. He can make a fpeedy and power- 
fiil change in the weather. When he 
giveth his commandment, it runneth very 
fwiftly. Such likewife is his power over 
the heart. He <^an give peace for trou- 
ble, heal oxir forrows, revive our graces, 
and make us joyful in tribulation. If He 
Ipeaks, it is done. He can bring real and 
' enduring good, out of feeming and tran- 
fient evil, water out of rocks, and honey 
out of lions. Oh ! that I could leave 
you, myfelf, and my all in his hands ; be 
ftill and know that He is God, and Hand 
ftill to fee his falvation. Remember me 

to 
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to Mr. K — . If he wants his houfe 
cleared, I want mine to be filled. Buc 
the Lord has interpofed. We nuift not 
complain ; if we do, we direftly find fault 
with Hijm, who appointeth die feafons. 



0/Wy» ' February* 

Your mournfiil letter made me tho« 
roughly uneafy, till this evening about eight, 
when I was furprifed by a note informing 
me that your father was at Newport, where 
they, could not get a chaife, but wifhed to 
come to OIney to-night, if I could fend 
one. You may guefs how I ran and 
flew, to get one. It fet off fbon ; it is now 
ten o'clock, and I expedt them in half 
an hour. Your being in the dumps, threv 
•rrte into the dumps deep enough. I was 
diftrefled for your iineafine(s> but ftill 
hoped what I wrote laft, would prevent his 
coming. For I was filled with the moft 
alarming apprehenfions of your father's 
K 6 travelling 
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mTcUihg in this we^the^ I thoug)it: tfir 
%-oft would feize his kgs^ and ioiagined' 
\ faw the chaife ftopped in die (how, or 
lovcrturned, and that he, incapable of help- 
ing himfelfy would be frozen to death. 
The nfieffenger arrived more than an hour 
before your fccond letter, or it wouldi 
have increafcd my fears, to have been in- 
formed that he was aftually upon the road.. 
I have not felt my own weaknefs, and 
Vantof dependance upon God; more fcn- 
'fibly, a great while.. But I hope, when* 
he (hall have brought us happily together,, 
-what we have fufSbred for each o6hcr,,duF- 
ing thefe laft eleven weeks, will be re- 
tnembered fay us with thankfiilnefs,. and 
to profit. 

* P. S; Ydur father arrived: at half paftl 
Yc'rt, fafc* and well, as full cf Ipirits as a* 
ydljAg man, or as if he had b.ut juft rif^« 
'from bed. He is very well this morn^ 
'ing, and fo we are all j, and: every^ fece 
abopt me loolis more pleafant^ as wf now 

- ^ * can 






ffllk refiStm in Lmdim, 1 785. ^ojf: 

.can form ja rcafonsWe hope of feeing ^you 
Ipon*. 



London, Hoxkon, 6 A^guf'. 

I LONG to hear that you had' a 
comfortable jpuroey to Southampton, and 
that yoa arc now with our dear friends.. 
^ Nothing has taken place among us that 

can be properly called new,, which is^ a^ 
great mercy, For though youhavc been 
gone but one day, afiogle day, or a fingjc 
hour, may produce pain^l alterations in^ 

* From the above period, we were (eldom feparateili 
And the £&w. letters I wrote, wevefhoit', and contaitied' 
Jiit^le th^t I C2UI dseiia won\L tranfo'ibj^^ I ^<^ 
tlie folioviog, written after ourremoyal to iiO»doi|, 
when the iUnefs of our dear Eliza Cuningharp, m^de 
4 a journey lo SouthMnpton ncceflary. 1 fbbjoin them 

• chipfly , as a teftimoi^ of fhtf I<ord;s goothitft, in pra- 
ferving our afFcftion froip .bfing diauniihed fey tiie ^ 
'increafe*of years. iWlieve, I was not abf^t from 
ker more than a day or two at a time, after the date 6f 

i a familyr 
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a family. The Lord has preferved u» 
through a long couife of years, 'and in 
different fituations, from various calami- 
ties which have overtaken others. Our 
obligations to thankfulntfs are fingular 
and numerous. When the chaifc drovfe 
paft the corner, my heart ft^med to ga 
away with it. It contained, what was of 
more value to me, than the cargoes of a 
whole Eaft India fleet. Tell Eliza that I 
love her very dearly. I feel parting with 
you and with her; but I can cheerfully 
fubmit to any thing, that may, by the 
Lord's blcffing, contribute to her reco- 
very, or relief. She woujd fbon be well if 
I could make her fo. But (he is in better 
hands than mine. I have a comfortable 
hope that her iUnefs has. been, and will be^ 
fanftified, to an end far more defirable, 
than health or life itfclf. Therefore I leavf 
her to the wife and merciful direftion df 
the Lord, who, I truft, loves her better 
than I can. 
I cannot wrice a long letter to-night. 

What 
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What could I irtdeed fay, if I had more 
time, that I have not faid a thoufand times 
over? Yet there ftill is, and will be, 
fomething unfaid in my heart, which I 
have not words to exprefs. May the Lord 
blefb this little feparation^ to quicken us 
to mutual prayer, and to lead us to a 
thankful review of the mercy and good- 
ncfs, which have followed us through the 
many years we have been united. How 
many turns have we fecn ! Under how 
many trials have we been fupportcd ! 
How many deliverances have we known! 
How many comforts have we enjoyed ! 
Efpecially, what great advantages have we 
pofleffed, for feeking and knowing the 
things, which pertain to our everlafting 
peace! Th^ years, we have paffed to- 
gether, will return no more. The af- 
fliftions are gone, the pleafures likewife 
are gone, for ever. The longer we livd, 
jfuch pleafures as this world cart afford, 
will, more and more, lofe their power of 
pleafing. Only, our love, I truft, will 

fubfift 
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fubfif^ and flouriih to the end of life^ yc«, 
beyond it. It wHl always be a truths th^t 
the Lord, in givir^ me you, gave me the 
beft temporal dtfire of my heart. But 
the Ihadows of the evening advance. Old 
age is growing upon us, and the days anc 
^ipproacbing, when we (hall ba^e no ple^- 
fiire, but what we can derive from thegoo^' 
word of God> and che .con&lations q£ 
bis Holy Spirit! Thefc, if we are ft* 
youred with them, will fufficiently con^- 
peniate fisir the abatemeatj. or the lois qf 
all the reft. The ftreams'inayTMO dryi 
•but the fbiint^ oi living >waiersw^ air 
ways ffow. May his j>relence be lae^ 
our heart% and then ail will be well ! 

I am too &lljf emplo^^ to ifeel time 
tian^ heavy A^on v^ hands^ in jr^ur afbfence; 
end if I am permicted ,to cora^ fip yo% 
die thpiights .of the^ joMcney's c»d> wiil 
QMke jjie;j|aumc^ jpleafant* 
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Hoxtoftf 1^ Auguft, 

I TH AHK the Lord and yot^ for the 
comfortable account of your arrival at 
Southampton, without- meeting any harm- 
by the way j and that you found our dear 
friends well. Wc entreated the Lord ta 
take care of you, and He has heard our 
|)rayer. How often has he heard and an- 
swered us. CMi! that wc may, at length, 
karn to truft bira, without anxiety. Ibe- 
Keve, I fcall find it difficult ta procure % 
fopply for my church. But if the Lord 
pleafes to let me fee my dear friends, at 
Southampton,* while you are with thcm> 
ways and meaos will be found. His will 
mud take place,, and I fhould be foj:ry tcy 
move a ftep witluout it.* 

I long to hear that dear Eliza has been 
in the water, and how k agrees widi her.. 
The Lord can give it the virtue of the 
pool of Bethefda. If He fees it beft for 
kex on ,the whole, (he will find relief. He: 

knows. 
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knows what is beft for hers 1 do nofr 
But I had much rather fee her as flic isy 
than in full health and fpirits, if carelefs 
and fond of difllpation, as is loo frequendy 
the cafe with girls at her age. To bear 
the yoke in youth, is not pleafant to the 
flefli i but it has often proved a bleiling to 
the foul. 

I commend you both to the Lord, and 
to the word of his grace j I wifli yoQ 
much of that peace which paflTcch undcr- 
ftanding, particularly in this refpeft, that 
it has no neceflfary dependancc upon out- 
ward things. If we wait upon Him, we 
are fure to be remembered with the fa- 
vour which He bears to his own people* 
We have much to be thankful for, in diis 
life. Yet there is a thread of vanity runs 
through the whole of ic ; for He, who has 
done and fuffered fo much, for our happi- 
nefs, does not defign, that we fliould be 
quite happy here*. 



I thank; 
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Hoxtotty 17 Auguft, 

I Thank my dear friends for 

their great kindnefs to you;, tell them 

that I fhould be glad to be with you, to 

lliare in it. But I cannot come, with 

propriety, at prefent. I hope Eliza will 

be able to bathe foon, and as you are upon 

the Ipot, I think you muft wait a while. 

Dependance and fubmifllon, in the ufe of 

; prudent means, are our parts j events arc 

in the hand of God. It was right that 

you (hould go to a proper place, whether 

Ibc can bathe or not^ now fhe is^ there \ 

vbecaufe the attempt was thought advife- 

♦ able. And if bathing would be ufeful, I 

^tliink flie will ydt be able. If not, you 

' have acted to the beft of your judgment. 

What we call difappointments, are difpen- 

\fations, which, if rightly i»iipr6ved, will 

anfwer valuable purpofes, and we fhall, 

hereafter, fee caufe to be thankful for 

them. I am willing to think that 1 love 

Eliz4 
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Eliza almofty if not altogether^ as well as 
y6u da. But there is an over anxiety at- 
tendirg your love, which hurts ^t«, and 
can do h& na goodv Your reflcftions 
upon thb fubjeft jdeafe me. I would do> 
I would fufFcr much, jfbr ker advantage. 
But ftill we are creatures. Our Lord 
God has an abfolute right to difpofc o^ 
us^ and of oiirs> as He fees fit. And as 
He is fovereign> fb He is wife and good.^ 
It fa a great mercy to be enabled to yield 
to his will ;- for every thing, and ev^ry 
heart, mufl either bend, or breaks before it<^ 
What l!iall I fay by way of clofo? 
What, but breathe out the warmefl: wiflies 
©f my heart, to you and for you. Daily 
and often, I thank the^Lond-'for g^yingyou' 
to me at firft> and fey fparing^ you to aje^ 
fb long. How very difi^rent wouLjT tlje 
hiftory of n>y life have, beeii, if yoijrs 
had oot been conncfted with it !^ That tt|y 
idolatrous regai*^ had fo happy an iffue, 
*'and that my fin and folly have nof yet de- 
prived me pf you,, are proofs of his fin- 

gulair 
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gular mercy to* mc. I liave innumerable 
comforts to be thankful for; but my heart 
is fo intimately united to you, that I 
fcarcely fcem fufceptive, either of pleafurc, 
or pain, but with fonie reference to you. 
Thus it was when our union commencedt 
and thus it has been every day fince, ta 
this hour. If I could fay with confidencej 
that I hold you mwy in your proper place 
of fubordination, to Him who gave you to 
me, then I need riot fcruple to profefs that 
your peace, your welfare, and your love^ 
are dearer to me than all earthly things. 
The latter, I can lay with truths I hefitate 
about the former- I fear you are too 
^uch my idol ftill. The good Lord par- 
don me in this thing. My choicefl: com— 
ibrt has been, too often, the occafion of 
fhewing me, the evil and ingratitude of. 
my heart,, in the ftrongeft light/ Ohl' 
;that we may both have grace to live . 
the remainder of our days to Him ! Do^ 
my deareft M.. pray. for me, prky ear- 
jneftly for me ; and may He return .all the 
'7 * good 
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good you can aflc for mc, a thoufand foM^ 
into your own bofom ! 



Hoxiortt 23 Auguji, 

I THANK you for your letter, and 
1 thank the Lord that dear Eliza is able 
to bathe. May his blefling attend every 
means for her relief and efpecially, nnay 
her foul prolper ! She and you, are daily 
and hourly remembered. You expr^ls 
the very fentiments of my heart. I am 
well and comfortable in the main, but 
there is a want of fomething when you are 
abfent, which no creature can make up* 
I hope we fhall meet to praife him fooxi. 
But, I believe, I muft wait till after the 
4tli of September. I hope, I fhall then 
procure a proper fupply, for a Sunday or 
two. If it be the Ia)rd's good pleafure 
that I fliatl come to you, it will be made 
prafticabl«f 

I cannot but wifh, widi you, that wc 
4 may 
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may not be feparated again ; but it is of 
more importance, to wifti and pray, that 
our prcfent fcparation, may be fanftified to 
us. Many things offer to amufe us. Some 
deftrve, and require, a degree of our at- 
tention ; but one thing is cfpecially need- 
ful What a m.ercy is It, that. this one 
thing, which mountains of gold and filver 
cannot purchafe, is to be had, without 
money, and without price ! May the Lord 
engrave it deeply on your heart and mine ! 
His naijie is Love ; his, word is Power. 
As fure as the fun will rife to-morrow, {o 
fure is his promife, that he will, in no wife, 
caft out them that come unto him. If wc 
have a defire for his bleffings, he firft 
gave it us^ and therefore will not difap- 
point us. I long to fee, and hear you, re- 
joicing in his falvation. ,He only knows 
the many prayers, I have offered for you : 
I truft not in v^. I cannojt doubt, 
but the one thing needful, is your chfef 
defire. Every thing clfe will fhqrdy fail 
US) but the bleffings of the gofpel will 

lali. 
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laftj through lift;, through deaths and tar 

ttemity. 



T LAID mc dowi in peace, and 
awoke in fafety, for the Lord fuflSained 
me. He is about our path, by day, and 
-our bed, by night, and preferves us from* 
innumerable evils, which would come 
upon us every hour, if his watchful Provi- 
dence did not proteft us. H^ is our furje, 
Aough invisible Ihield, therefore we arc 
unhurt, though, in ourfelves, we arc weak, 
, and' dcfencelefs, like a city, without Walls, 
or gates, and open to excnrfions, from 
€very quarter. Could'wic but live more 
ienfible of his goodnefs, and maintain that 
feeling of gratitude towanis him, which we 
do to fbme of our' fellow-creatures, wc 
fhould be happy. For what is the great dc- 
Cgnbf the gofpel? Is it not to introduce! 
us /into a ftatc, of the moft honourable, 

and 
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and' iittfcfftfting fiicndftttp, ihd to i^erpe- 
txxkit to usj the ^Ica^re Whlch%c fiftd, in 
pleafiiig thole 'v^hb arc dbafeft lo us ? The 
Loid JcfiiS' is^^ur bcft fiicndfi his charac- 
ter is fiip^cmeiy exciBenr^'oiit' obiigatipni 
to' him are ihiexpreflible, our • dependancc 
upon Kith ^s kbfolure; ahd our - happineft, 
in<iiv^ry*fenfr," Is 'in his hands. IVIay our 
lo*i^,' thbtefore, be^Rxed upon him, aha 
wd^ft^ do wejl. Heivirill guide us with 
his- eyci guard us by his power, and his 
folhds, ^ ind bounty; Wifl ftipply all' our 

•Astod^af Eliza, I hbpfe-1 have made 
up iny rhind about her. If her recovery 
could be purchafed, I think I would bid 
as high^for it, as my ability would reach ; 
provided it was the Lord's will. But I 
am fo fiiort- lighted, that I dare not aik for 
the continuance of her life, (nor even of 
yours) but with a referve of fubmiflion to 
his wifdom. I know not, what might be 
die poffible confequences, if I could have 
inySlirn will. I know he can rcftbrc her. 

Vol. IL L and 



ait Utters unW^t. 

aiidl belkve he ic^, if itbe for the belt 
If not, Ide0re tofubmit, or radier» to ac« 
qmeicej to be ladsficd I ihall fed for 
myfclf, if ihc be remoreds and, probabl]r» 
mf feelings will betknibkd, and accented^ 
i^n your acoounc But he can fuppott 
usy and ianftify die painfol diQ)eniation to 
us both. Ipray, tobeenahledtoentrufi^ 
and reiignt every thing to him. This is 
not an eafy leflbn to flefli and bloods but 
grace can make it pra^cable. For die 
reft if (he ihould be taken off in a mo* 
mcnt^ I have reafim to be quite eafy about 
the events as to herfelf. Andiffisefhould 
decline graduallyj I have little doubt) but 
die Lord will enable her to ipeak> to the 
comforts and iadsfiuStion^ of all about hen 
She b in his wiie^ and merc2ul handS) and^ 
there I am content to leave hen 
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It i& a nuoim widi me^ wheii I caik 
hope my mtituim is right» to make myfeff 
tt^y as poffible^ about confequenccs. F' 
did not sqi^rdtend, duet Efita had- finally 
^yen up Uthii^s and Mr. X— ^ kindf ' 
letter confirmed my deteraunadon ta vtfit 
you. I therefore took places early in die 
di^nce, diat I mig^t not be daily pefter«^ 
ed» with anamdous fear of being too ]ate> 
and thereby diiappoint you. I know the way 
of man is not in tumftlf: I beUevC} the 
Moft Hig^ Lord conddcends, to dired: 
the fteps of thofe» who depend upon his 
giikknce; and I am*aware^ diat a diou« 
land events> unfbrefeen, and undioi^ht o^ 
may depend upon our movements. On 
diefe grounds^ I prayed him to direftmes ^ 
and I am fadsfied. If we come down ta 
Soudiampton before you leave it^ I ttaSHt' 
be ready to return with you, the next'' 
inon»ng» if you diink pr<^)er« Evefy ' 
La 



thing will cafily give way, to my attention 
to dear Eliza. 

Xlwiig^-'MQiiday is the day, on which 
^ feSM te:ro€,e?.iOiWTQcicty,*this:wis not 
thg jr^9>: wJ?y i feed to fct ofF on TucP- 
da|r. 2.^;^^,<I0^/Q|id.lrf,tif»idl^ on ^^^ 
^f#y>b.^«a:*^ ^csto .tootd'^i. i(^hb*{> 
thgug^t^^fl CetH|^4mgrrcIaitivt c|o the'^^ 
jojjippjb fPigte; intnidci; arid diftompdfe ' 
m;^ aii|}4i*oni the; ii^rd's day, which I lov6 : 
toipJw-fJ^lftW^y^fts P^ffibld :: And,aft;er '> 
tha,fcpiGes:of,th*)day* a gobdrn^t'srcfl? -> 
i3.;dc/irab^* ,.:I.thou^t,^if:!l- changed • 
my bed pn Sunday evening, androfe at 
four the next ti^ornirig^ I might riot come 
to jou Iqt wd],<a^d conapqied, as J hope I * 
fli^ on. '5ue%y^'. jOthcrwife, neither that , 
fociety, nor smy company in the ki^om, 
fh^Lfld deain . mc t day from you, un^ 
necei^rily, when you cxpedt me, and 
aft^ ji^; mpmh's dkfyrig^. .1 think of our - 
hog^*rfqr n}ee(^)g,( on Tue£iay next, widt 
mudi^he. fame ^titi]pation ofpleafure^ fts ' - 
when I havf fwQierl}^ been oit the r^m *^ 

^. ■-"• .c '. to 
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to ,you, from an African voyage. What 
difference there is, I compare to the dif- 
ference between the bloffom and the fruit. 
The bleffing of the Lord, upon our con- 
nexion, has, in the courfe of thirty-five 
years, ripened the paffion of love, into a 
folid, and inexpreffibly tender friendftiipi 
which, I truft, in its moft valuable pro- 
perties, will fubfift for ever. I fhall never 
find words, fuHy to tell you, how much I 
owe you, how truly I love you, nor the one 
half of what my heart means, when I fub- 
fcribe myfel^ 

Your moft affeftionatc. 
And obliged hufband* 
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A RELATION OP SOME PAKTICULARS, AS* 
SPSCTINO THE CAUSE, PROORESS, AND 
CLOSE, OF THE LAST ILLNESS, OF MY 
LATE OEAR WIFE. 

Among my readers, there will doubdefs 
be fome, of a g^nde, fympathifing fpirt^ 
widi whom I am not perfonally acquaint-* 
ed i and perhaps dieir feelings, may k ftr 
intereft them in my concerns, as to make 
tiicm not unwilling to read, a brief account 
of my late great trial I fhall allot a ftPw 
pages to diis purpofe, by way of clofe to 
my book, and to my hiftory. 

My dear wife had naturally a good 

conffitudon, and was fitvoured with good 

ipirits, to the laft. But the violent Ihock 

ihe iiiftained, in the year 1754, when I 

L4 waa 
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was fuddenly attacked by a fit,^(r kfx>w 

not of what kind) which left mt no fign of 

life, for abou^ ;ap hopr^ but breathing, 

made as fuddc n a chaqgg in her habits and 

fubjeifted her, from that time, to a variety 

of chronic compliietsf; She was feveral 

times confined, for five or fix mondis, to 

her chamber, and often brought fo lo^, 

• that hep recidVery w«S deenicd' ho^dleJI, I 

. bcHeve>(hc fp^ht ten years', out of tEe.forty 

that fhc was fpared eo fne,^if a!l the days 

of her Offerings were added together,) 

in iUnefs, and piin. But ihe hadiike- 

, wife ioqg intervals jb£ healths tThe fit* I 

. have mcntfo^iec} (theionly oAe I ever had) 

. was tb^ m<:an) the l^drtl was pkaied to ap- 

. pointi in anfwer to my prayers^ to free me 

£x>m the irkfome, fea-&rmg Ufe^ iniv^chil 

V was, tiU then, :«ngaged, and to ap^int me 

< f fet^fittent on ftofe. , [ 

Before oujr reikioVal from Livarpooli;fhc 

« receive^ a WQW.ujboii her kft breaft^^ Which 

f occafioned her foilie pain, and anxiety, for 

' ; 9 litde tujQ^ but which^n worn oflf; : lA. 
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fmall lump rcmain6d, in th6 pSait afltaed, 
feut I heafd n6 more of it for many yearsf. 
f believe that, latterly, fhe felt more than 
J was aware of; but her tcndernefe for mei 
xhade her conceal it as long as-pofTible. I 
I have often fince wondered it her fuc* 
pels J and ^how I could be kejpt lb long 
ignorant of it. ; . . . 

".. In the month pfOftober, i7S8> die 
apj^ed/ uiiknbwn to me, to a friend, of 
mine, an eminent furgedn. * Her ictefigrt 
wfea, :if he. Approved* ity to: fubmit^to aii 
bperation, :and fb to adjuft time and cir*^ 
cumftances with him,, that it might be per- 
formed in my abftnce, and befope I could 
know it. ' But thf 'iiirgeon told her> that 
the malady* was too&r id/anccd, and the 
tumbur (the fizc of which Kecompaf5ed to 
the half of a melon) was too large, to war- 
rant the hope of being extrafted, without 
the m^iuimment'danger of Her life^ and 
thaft hti durft^hot attpmpt it. He could 
give her *feut litde' advice, more than ta 
)ceq> her&lf as quiet, and her mind as eafy; 
. : L5 as 
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at poffibfe; and Utile more encoura^^ 
inent, than by faying» that the pains to 
which (he was cxpofed, were generally 
rendered tcderaUe by die ufe of laudanum; 
to uriiidH however, (he had a difltke^ litde 
Ihort of an antipathy- 

I cannot eafily defcribe the compoTurej 
and refignadon^ with which flie gave me 
tfak recital^ the next day, c^her interview 
widi the iiMgeon^ not of die feii(ad(xis d[ 
my^mind^whiklheaxxlit. Myconfcience 
vAd mc, that I had well deferved to be 
wounded^ where I was moft icnfiUe i and 
diat it was my duty, to fulxnit mth (Hence 
to the imll of die Loid. But I ftrongly 
(dt, that unkfs he was (deafed to ^ve me 
dds fd)mtffion^ I was more likely to to(s 
fike awtld biillia a net> in defiance of my 
better judgment* 

Soon after, dse Lord was ptea&d to vifit 
our dear adopted daug^iter, with a dreadfiit 
fever, wluch> at firfl^ grea^ afieAed hcF 
nerves^ and aiteiwaitis became putrid. 
She was brought very near to die grave 

indeed} 
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indeed ; for we^ once or twiccj thought h«r 
aduaUy dead. But hci who in the midft 
of judgment remembers mercy, reftore^ 
her, and (till preferves her, to be the chief 
temporal comfort of my old age, and to 
aJSbrd me the greateft alleviation of the 
lols, I was loon to experience, that the cafe 
could admit. 

The attention, and anxiety> occafioned 
by this heavy difpenfadon, which lafted 
during the whole of a very Icverc winter^ 
were by no means fuited, to promote that 
tranquillity of mind, which my good firknd^ 
wiihed my dear wife would endeavour 
to preferve. She was oftep much &^ 
tigued, and often much alarmed. Next 
to each other, this dear child had the near« 
eft place, both in her heart and mine^ 
The efieds were foon apparent: as the 
ipring of 89 advanced, her malady rapidly 
increafed ; her psuns were almoft incelSmtt 
and often intcnie, and fhe could feldom 
Ee one hour in her bed» in the iame po« 
h6 fitbn. 
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fition. Oh! my hearty what didft thou 
•tKcnfuffcfr! ^ : ^ i 

But in April, the God- who hcarcdi 
prayer, mercifully afforded relief i and gave 
\iuch a bleffing to the means employed, 
that her pains ceafed* Ai^d diough I be?« 
lieve, fhc never had an hour of perfcft 
cafe, fhe felt litde of the diflrefllng ^paini, 
incident to her malady, from that time, to 
'the end of her life, (which was about 
'twenty months) 'excepting ^t three or foulr 
ihort intervals, ^which, taken together, 
hardly amounted to two hours : and thele 
rettims of angqilh, I thought,, were per- 
mitted, to fhew me, how much I was in- 
debted to the goodncls of God, for exi 
^flipting her feelings, ind my fympathy,. 
froni what woidd have been terrible in- 
deed! 

In the ctofe of the fummer, Ihe was able 

to go to SoQthatnpton, and retui^ned to-^ 

fcrablyWeil. '' " /^ ' ' ''' ; 

- She was twice at church, in the firii 

- week; 
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*^- : • '?"» f '•^- 

week, after' (he came home-^ She then 
'Went no more abroad, txcept; in ixo^clL 
%r a little air -and exe relic i butflie was 
'dhifflful, tolerably eafy, flept as well as 
moft people, who are if\pcrfc;6t health^ an^ 
tduldf receive, and convcrfe with,' her kind 
friends, who villted her. . ' 

It was not long after, that (he began to 
liave a diftafte for food, which continued, 
and increafedi To that,. perhaps, her death 
Was, at laft, rather owing to weaknefs, from 
want 6f notiri(hment, thail to her primarjr 
(Jiforder. Her drflike was, firrf, to butcher's 
meat, of which fhe could bear, neither the 
fight, nor the fmell. Poultry, and fifli, in 
Aetr turns, became ' equally diftaftefuK 
She 'retaihed fome reKlh for fmall birds^ a 
while after (he had giveii up the reft j but 
Jt was at a fcafon, when they were difficult, 
to be obtained. I hope, I fhall always feel 
my obligations, to the kind friends, who, 
ipared no pains, to procure fome for her, 
wlicn'they were hot to be had in the mar- 
kets. At that time, t fet more value upqa 

a dozen 



a dozen of larks« than i^x>n die fineft ox 
In Smithfidd. But her appetite failed to 
tfaeie aUbj when diey became more plen^ 
dfiiL 

Under this trjrlng difcipline, I leam% 
more ienlibly than everj to picy'thofe» 
whole fufieiingSy of a fimilar kind, are ag- 
gravated by poverty. Our diftrefs was not 
finall; yet we had every thing within 
reach) that couldj in any degree, conduce 
to her refrefliment, or reliefs and we had 
fiiidiful, and affectionate, fervants, who 
were always ^ndUingly engaged to their 
power, yea, as the apoftle {peaks, beyond 
their power, in attending, and afSfting her, 
by nigh^ and by day. What muft be the 
feelings of thofe, who, when afflifted widi 
grievous difeafes, pme away, unpitied, un« 
noticed, without help, and, in a great mea« 
jure, deftitute of common neceflaries? 
This refledtion, among others, contributed 
to quiet my mind, and to convince me, 
that I had (till much more cauie for diank* 
fidnei^ than for complaint; 

For 
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For ibout a twdvemonth of her con« 
feiemcnt, her fpirits were good» her pa-* 
tience was exeniplary» and there was a 
cheerfidnefs in her k)dks> and her langua^, 
diat was wonderfuL Often the livelinefi 
of her remarks, has forced a finUe from us, 
when die tears were in our eyes* What- . 
ever licde contrivances Ihe formed for her 
amufementy in the courfe of the day, fhe 
would attend to nothing, dll (he had finifh* 
ed her ftated reading of the fcripturci in 
which Ihe employed much dme, and great 
attendon. I have her biUe by me, (which 
I would not part with, for half the manu* 
fcripts in the Vadcan) in which, almoft 
every principal text, fix)m die beginning 
to the end of the book, is marked in the 
margin, with a pencil, by her own dear 
hand. The good word of God was her 
medicine, and her food, while fhe was able 
to read it. She read Dr. Watts's pfalms 
and hymns, and the Olney h]rmns, in the 
lame manner. There are few of them, 
in which one^ two^ or more vcriesj are not 

thus 
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thus mat-feed j and, iil nnuiy/whleM Ibp- 
pofc Uic rtad more frequently, fcvcry verft 
15 marked * 

But in October, the eneDijF was pcN 
pitted, for a .while, to take adyaotage 0f 
her bodily weakiiefs;: to difturb the peiice 
and ferenity. c^ hcf mind. Her thoughts 
became clouded, and confufedi and ih; 
gradually, loft, . not only the comfortable 
evidence, of her own intereft, in the pre- 
cious, truths of tte; . bible, but fbe loft aH 
hold of the truth itfclf; She d9ubted the 
truth of the biblcior whether truth exifted. 
And, together with this, flie exprefled an 
extreme rduj^ance to. death; and could 
DOt caiilybear, fthe- moft diftant hint of'her 
Approaching epdt, thou^ we -were expeft- 
ingrit daily, and-hour|y» This wasthe ww, 
the high watcr^mark of my trial y this was 
hard to bear indeed; . 

My readers^perhaps, willfcarccly bellevei 

that Heriyed fome confolation^^during this 

doomygeriqifrom perceiving, that her ati* 

t^chmcnt tg. me, was very fenfibly abated; 
! ■ . . ' ^^- 
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She fpoke to me, with an indifFcrence, of 
<')^hich, a little beforei,' (he Vas incapable. If, 
-when the Lord's prefence was withdrawn, 
•and flitiouki deri^^^ hb conrfort;fr6m'his 
^wordyAehid'^fdund fofhc'reliief, (tStn my 
being with her, or from hearing mi? fpcak'j 
I fhould hk ve bcfen' more grieved, tier af- 
fection' r(5"»i(*> 'c6hfirmed bf fo' manjr 
^oofe,,inthe coiirfeof fotftjr years, was 
•iiolflto: be- impeached, by this temporal^ 
Ifulpenfibn of its cxcrcifc. I judged the 
. Jahic, of the frame of her rfiihd, as to her 
fpiritual concerns:. I afca-ibed them both t6 
^the.famc caufes, her bodily weaknefi, and 
.the power of tjemptati'on, ^She was rej- 
Jicred,' in both refpe6te> after about a fort- 
•jjjgbt Ipcnt in coAflidt, i^lfd difmiy. • THe 
.Lord, ceftarcd peace to her fo-ul, ind then, 
:her former tendetnefs to me^ immediately 
•revived: IT h^n, likewiftfj'fhcfx^lcl calnll^ 
•ipeak'qf her apfjroaching diflbliitioni Shb 
j»cationcd'fome*paFt?cuiars cohceriiing her 
: fuhcral, arid . oOr 'domeftic concemsjj with. 
'great compofure. "But her mind wa^ no't 



ilj4 APPENDIX. 

£> fiilty refiored to its former tODe» as to 
give her freedom to enlarge upon her 
lK^)es,andviewSyasIhadwiihed»tinnea^* i 

her diflS>liitioni and dien Ihe was too low 
toipeakatalL 

One additioa to our trials yet re« 
mained. It had been her cuftom^ when 
ihe went fiom the fo£i to her bed, to cz^ 
ert htrtdf, for my encours^ement, toihew 
me how well fhe could walk. Butitpleafod 
die Lord^ that» by fome alteration, which 
aflfeded her fpine, fhe was di&bled 6cm 
moving herfdf; and other circumftances 
rendered it eitrem d y difficult to move 
hen It has taken five of us near two 
hours, to remove her from one fide of die 
bed to die other, and, at dmes, even diis 
was imprafdcable : fo that (he has lain 
more than a wedc, exa£Uy in the iame 
ipot, without the poilibUity of changing her 
pofidom All this was heceflary on my 
account The rod had a voice; and it 
Iras the voice of the Lord. I underftood 
tdke meaning no lefs plwily, than if be had 

fpoken 



Ipoken audibly from heaven, and faid, 
** Now contemplate your idoL Now fee 
what Jbe is, whom you once prefumed to 
prefer to Me r Even this bitter cup was 
fweetened, by the padence, and refignadon, 
which he gave her. When I have laid. 
You fuflfer gready $ her anfwer ufually was, 
•* I fufier, indeed, but not gready." And 
ihe often expreiied her thankfulnefs, that 
though her body was immoveable, Ihe was 
flill^ permitted the ufe of her hands. 

One of the laft ienfible concerns flie felt, 
relpefting ibis world, was, when my ho- 
noured friend, patron, and benefactor, the 
late John Thornton, Efq. of Clapham, was 
removed to a tetter.' She revered, and 
regarded him, I believe, more than fhe 
did any perfbn upon euth : and (be had 
reafbn. Few, had nearer acceis, to know» 
and admire, his charafker; and perhaps 
hone, were under greater, if equal, obliga^ 
tions to him, than we. She knew of his 
iUneis, but was always afraid to enquire 
after the event j nor ihould I have ven- 
tured 
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turcd.to jnfprni hcr,^,bu;t thit fhp; Ofxafioft 

rcquirbg mc to leave her, for four or five 

hours, when I hardly expcfted to find hex 

alive, at ypy return, ^ i«ras- conftfaincrf t9 

give her the,xeafon of iny^fence. • §bc 

cag;erly Replied, '' Go by, all rjipansj I 

would not have you ftay with mc,' ijpqp 

'Any cbnfideration." I put tlie funeral Ting 

I was favoured with, into her hands 5 flic 

put it firft to her lipSj^ and; then tq kr 

eyes, bedewing it with her tears. . I tryft 

they foon met again. But Ihefuryived 

him more than a month. 

. Her head became fo afiefted, that I 

could do little more;thap fit, and look af 

)ier. • Our ipt^rpourfe by wor^s was^ oear^ 

iy. broken off. She cqul|i i>ot cafdy bear, 

tht found of the gentleft^foot upon die car^ 

pet, nor of the fofteft voice. On Sunday, 

the 1 2th December, when I was pitepar- 

rngfor^cjiu^ch- in the morning,^ A^e fent for 

mey anqwettooka fyial'farewelli as to this 

world. She. faindy . uttered an endearing 

compellatios, which \iras familiar. to her, and 

' ^ gave 
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^ve iiMt HtrhzTtA, which I held, while I ; 
pf^fecTiby^^hfefbfel-fide. ^' We exchanged 
alfi^wtteslrsViut I wai almoft aa unable to , 
fpwkk,' as^ flic A^^as. ' But I returned foon , 
after, and faid, " If yoijr mind^ ajs I tru^:, 
is-ifl 2? flatd of'p^ace, it will be a comfort 
tcrttei'lF'ydd cah fignifyJtpVjhoraingup ; 
yotff)i;andl '^^Sfee.held It up,,^od wjivcd-it 'i 
to and fro, feVeral times. V . 

'That evening, Wr .Ijpeech,. hcr^jSgh)^ v 
arrd,'I belfeve; her.heanng, wKpUy'fail^^., 
She continued perfe<5bljr cbnfpofed^ wi^I^- 
out taking notice of any thing,, or difco-^ . 
vcfring any fign of pain, or. uneafinefi, till •. 
Wedncfiiay evening, towards feven o'clock. . 
She then began to breathe very hard : her 
breatliing might be called groaning, for 
it was heard in every part of the houfc; ., 
but I believe it was entirely owing to . the . 
difficulty of expiration, for .fhe lay quite 
ftiH^ witfi a placid f ountenance> as. if in a . 
genfle ilumbVr; There, was! no ftarti or j 
ftrugglc, nor a feature ruffled. I took my 
-•* poll 
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poft by her b^d-lid^ ud watched htf 
nearly three hoursj widi a caadfe in nsf . 
handj dll I law her breadic her hA^ on, 
die i5di of Deceoibert 1790^ a Utde be* . 
fort ten in die evemng. 

When I was fure flie was gone, I took/ 
off her ringi according to her repeated tn^ - 
junffion, and put it upon my own finger* - 
I then kneeled down, with the fenrams . ; 
who were in die room, and returned /the 
Lord my unfeigned thanks for her ddivet*^ . 
ance, and her peaceful difmiiSon. 

'How wonderful muft be the moment 
after death! What a tranfition did (he 
dien experience ! She was inftandy freed 
tironi Cm, and all its attendant forrows, and 
I truft, inftandy admitted to join the 
heavenly choir. That moment, was re« 
markable, to me, likewife. It removed 
from me, the chief objefb, which mgdc, 
another day, or hour of life, as to my own 
perfonal concern, defirable. At the fame 
time, it fet mc &ee froma wdght ofjpam^ 
4 M^ 



fill feelings, and anxieties, under wluctij 
nodiing Ihort of a divine pover^ could 
baire fo long fiipported me. 

I believe it was aboiit two or three 
mondis before her death, when I was 
walking up and down the room, ofiering 
dbjointed {Mayers, fiom a heart torn mth 
diftreis, that a thought fuddenly ftruck me, 
mdi unufoal fdrce, to this efieft : The pror 
mifes of God muft be trues furely die 
Lord vriHl help me, ^ I am mWng to ii 
bdp^l It occurred to me, that we are 
often led, from a vaun complacence in 
what we call our fenfilnlity, to indu^ that 
unprofitable grie( which bodi our duty, 
and our peace, require us to refift, to the 
utmoft of our power. I inftantly (aid 
dloud. Lord, I am hdplefi indeed, in my« 
fel^ but I hope I am willing, without xc^ 
ferve, that thou ihouldeft help me. 

It had been much upon my mind, frem 
die banning of this trial, diat I was a 
mii^ter, and that die eyes of many were 
iqpoo mes that my turn of preaching had 



fort die affliftcd,^ Ijy 9:epic<^^i^ng;^he gof* . 
p^a3^a^tl^9^Qlii, apfQftttngj ao^offcaiAl 

%r^y^ WMf or Iqf^, torjhpfe who truly ' 
rc€eixCj,.it^ .|^p/ ^a( d^opg^L/za beUor^r:; 

"^^yjfei^ffl^^f^i^^*^ ^anjwti be. i^rqpcrly h 

wj|I,* and.,vpbcUef.- ^ JiacJ;;ofoen told my .: 
hearers; that a ftat^ of trialji if righdy im- T 
prbve^, jw, to the (Jlil^rj^iai^ apgft oChov* ,\ 
nour,^?i6[PX^SiPg ^ie;.^vcg: ftpportUnityiaf w» 
cxjOTipU^ing^^e .PP?*??! pf i4iyiftej grace,*, v 
to the pw^e andj glofy/o( the giVcr. It ^ 
had b?cn, th^r/sfor^, iny . frequent, dail^ * 
prayer, ..that I mjght.^/^t i^y impadence, < 
or'defpondcnoc,:bF^{!dp^^ the ?a- i . 
vanjaj^.^ ^, ,fi<H?Q9i> .:fi?ord mc^ of* ' 
conlirming, byi ipy. pfwn;:praftice, the. : 
dodrine which! 1^ preadied to c^ers; 
and tJwf J[j might n¥)Vgivt; them occa-s. 
fion to. apply, tq n^ ^*:3W0rdii x)f£lii^ . 
ph^ tjpjob, cL iy, ,4«j5,v ^^Thx wonfc , i 
haye upholden 'him that was falling, 

and 
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aid thou haft ftrengtheiied the feiHe 
Jcnees; but now it is come unto thee, and 
thou &inteft ; it toucheth thee^ and thou 
Aft troid>led V* And I had not prayed in 
vain. But from the time^ that I fo re* 
jmarkably felt myfelf wilUng to be helped^ 
1 might truly iay to the praife of the 
Ix)rdy My heart trufted in Him> and I 
wa$ he^d indeed Throu^ the whole 
of my pamful trialj I attended all my ftated, 
and occafional iervices> as ullial; and a 
ftranger would fcarcely have diicovered^ 
either by my words, or looks, that I was 
in trouble. Many of our intimate friends 
were apprehenfive, that this long afflidbion, 
and especially the doling events would 
have overwhelmed me; but it was far 
otherwife. It did not prevent me from 
preaching a fingle fermon, and I preached 
en the day of her death. 

After flie was gone, my willingnefi to 
be helped, and my defire that the Lord's 
goodncfs to me, might be obferved by, 

Vol. Ih M otheri^ 
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odiens^for their encouragement/ made mt 
indifferent cofome kws bfdkl^ed cul^ 
.torn, the breach -or which is often more no^ 
ticedjthan the viohctaiiof GodTsx^ommand^ 
I was afraid of iittifig at fa<H«ie» and inditil^ 
kig myielfj hf pormg over my |p& ; and 
therefore I was fcen in d>e Itiwiy &nd 
vifited (ottkc cfwf ierious friend$> tbe'T^rjr 
next day. I likewke preached thnee time^ 
■irhile Ibe lay dead in the houfe. Some of 
tny brethren, kindly offei^ theif affift- 
ttnce t but as the Lord was pica&d to give 
fne ftrcngtb, both of body and-, mind, I 
thot^ht it my duty to ftand tip in tny 
place, as formerly. And after fhc was de- 
pofitcd in the vauk, I preached her fonerd 
fermon *, with little more fenfibk emotion, 
dian if it had been for another perfom 1 
have reafon to hope that many of my 
hearers, were comforted, and animated 
under their afflidbions, by what . they faMf 

• From a text which I had'refei-ved from my firft 
^tttrancc on the miniftry, for this particular fervice, tf 
Xihould furvive her, aiidbe ftble to (peak, 

3 of 



^f the Lard's goodnefs to me, in my rime 
of jieed. And I acknowledge, that it 
was well worth {landing a while in the 
fire, for fuch an opportunity of experienc- 
ing, and exhibiting, the power and faith- 
fulnefs of his promifes. 

I'was not fupported by lively, ferifible 
confolations, but by being enabled to 
realize to my mind, fome great and leach- 
ing truths of the word of God, I faw, what 
indeed I knew before, but never till then fo 
ftrongly and clearly perceived, that as a fin- 
jier, I had no right ^ and as a believer^ I could 
liave no reqfon^ to complain. I confidered 
her as a loan, which He who lent her to 
me, had a right to refume whenever He 
pleafed i and that as I had deferved to for- 
feit her every day, from the firftj it be* 
came me, rather to be thankliil that flic 
was Ipared to ipe fo long, than to refign 
her with reluftaijce, when cajicd for. Far- 
ther, thaf his fovereignty, was conhefted 
with infinite wifdom and goodnefs 5 and 
that confcquently, if it were poffiblc for 
M 2 mc 
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mc to alter any part of his plan» I could 
only Ipoil it — that fuch a Ihort-Iighted 
creature as I, fo bUnd to the pofiible con- 
fequences of my own wifhes^ was not 
only unworthy, but unable, to choofe 
well for my&lf ; and that it was dierefore 
my great mercy and privil^e, that the 
Lord condefcended to choofe for me. 
May fuch confideradons powerfully afiedb 
the hearts of my readers under their trou- 
bles, and then, I fhall not regret having 
fubmitted to the view of the public, a 
detail, which may feem more proper for 
the fubje6t of a private letter to a friend. 
They who can feel for me, will, I hope, 
excufe me. And i? is chiefly for their 
fakes, that I have written it. 

When my wife died, the world feemed 
to die with her, (I hope, to revive no 
more). I fee litde now, but my miniflxy 
and my Chriftian profeflion, to make a 
condnuance in life, for a fingle day, defir- 
able; though I am willing to wait my 
api'^tnited time. If the world cannot re- 
4 (lore 
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ftore her to me (not that I have the re- 
motcft wifh that her return \vas poITible) it 
can do nothing for me. The Bank of 
England^ is too poor to compenfate^ for 
fuch a lofs as mine. But the Lord, the 
all-fufficient God, fpeaks, and it is done« 
Let thofe who know him, and truil him, 
be of good courage. He can give them 
ftrength according to their day ; He can 
increafe their ftrength, as their triak ar^ 
inCreafed, to any atfignable degree. And 
what He can do. He has promifed he 
wiU do. The power, and &ithfulne&, on 
which the iucceffive changes of day and 
night, and of the feafbns of the year, de^ 
pend, and which uphold the ftars in their 
orbits, is equally engaged to fupport his 
people, and to lead them, lafcly and un- 
hurt, (if their path be fo appointed) through 
floods and flames. Though I believe flie 
has never yet been (and probably never 
will be) out of my waking thoughts, for 
five minutes at a time ; though I fleep in 
the bed, in which flie fuffered, and lan- 
M 3 guilhed 
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guifhed fo long; I have not had one nn«- 
comfortable day^ nor one rcftlels night>. 
fince (he left me. I have loft a rigHt 
hand, which I cannot but mrfs continually^ 
but the Lord enables me to go on, cheer- 
fully, without it. 

May his blcffing reft upon the reader F 
May glory, honour, and praile be afcribcd 
to his great and holy name^ now and for 
ever I Amen. 



No^ 
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Na IL 



Habak. St. ry, i8* 

/hat be in the vims^'y tit MMir 6f the olive 
JBall fmt^ €tnd the fields ^alt ykM' m meat; 
the flock Jhall ie mt of from tho foU^ and 
tberojhall ffo no herd in the Jlall: yet I tv/7/ 
. t^oice in the Lordy. I will Joy in tA^ XSod oj 
myfalvatidn^ 

^ J HE earth with rich abundance ftop^J 
To anfwer all oar wants, 
Invites our hearts to praife the Lord^ 
For what his.bovmty grants. 

2 Flocks, herds, and corn» and grateful fruity 
His gracious hand fupplies; 
And while our various taftes they fuit. 
Their profpeft cheers our eyes* 

M 4, Z^^ 
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3 To ihefe. He adds each tender tie 

Of fweet domefUc life ; 
Endearing joys, the names imply 
Of parent, hufband, wife ! 

4 But (In has poifon'd all below, 

Ourbleflui^ buidens prove ; 
On cv'ry hand we fuffer woe. 
But moft> where mod we lore. 

5 Nor vintage, harveft, flocks, nor hends. 

Can fill the heart's defire ; 
And oft a worm deftroys our gourds. 
And all our hopes expire. 

6 Domeffic joys, alas ! how rare ! 

Pofle&'d, and known by few ! 
And they who know them, find they are 
As frail, and tranfient too. 

7 But you, who love the Saviour's voice» 

And reft upon his name ; 
Amidft thefe changes may rejoice. 
For he is ftill the feme. 

8 The Lord bimfelf will foon appear, 

Whom you, unfeen, adore ; 
Then He will wipe off ev'ry tear, 
, And you fhall weep no more. 
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4 The happy day that joinM our bands 

(Sweet prelude to his Grace) 
More firm, in my ttmembrance, ftand* 
Thaa if engraved in brafe. 

5 But ah ! My heart, by fm betray'rf^ 

(How painful is the thought) 
Soon, of the Gift, an IibLmadei 
The Giver (bon forgot ! 

6 How juftly, might ibiue fuddea tun 

Have parted us again ; 
And left my guilty foul to mdun* 
In agony and )[iasn ! 

7 But thoitgh we both, ahd diiefiy I, 

For Good have rcnderM 111, 
His mercy hath been always iiigh. 
His hand pr^ferves m M.L 

8 With mutual love, and peace, andhealtR*, 

And friends, We have been bleft ; 
And, if not, what the World calk, PTeatlb, 

We have Enough potkfk^d* 

« 

9 From pfece to place, from ye^r to yfear. 

The Lord has beeh our Gliide ; 
Our fure fefource in time of fear, 
When all has failMbefide^ 

10 Thus 
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KT Thus five anS'twenty ycafs, the fun 
Has trod, his sftinual path", 
And we apace are pofting on 
To meet the ftroke of death \ 

Ti Suro, Kione a hapf^er life have knowiH 
Than ours, thus far, has been; 
But could we covet, now 'tis gone. 
To live it o*er again ? 

m Like checker'd Cloth, the Warp with hyt~ 
And comfort has been iptead*; 
But Cares and Cfofles interwove 
Have furnifli'd half thi? khtead: 

i'3 Yes I Even We, who. & much joyj 
So much cnd^arntewt knc^w, , 
Have found that fomethkig vwll aniioy^. 
And tarnifli at! beiovV !' 

P4 Yet av^iry Crpfs a Mercy is, 
A Blefling ev'ry Thorn, ' 
That teik us, Heti is not our blife, 
We were for nobkt bdm. 

i^ That f am Hers, and She k Mbc^ 

Invites my feebte kys; 
* Butt Saviour, that we Both are Thine, 

Demands my higheft praife. 

M 6 16 With 
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i6 With Theet dear Lord, who nileft AR, 
The wife appointment lies. 
To which of us the lot muft fall^^ 
To clofe the other's eyes L 

1 7 Then all our intercotirfe wlule here, 
(How happy, and how kmd!) 
Will like a fleeting dream appear. 
Which leaves no trace behind. 

iB Prepare us, ev'ry day we live. 
For that important hour; 
And when, at length, it ihaU arrive. 
Support us by thy pow V. 

19 Whafirft departs, may Thy kind (mile 

Strengthen, with joy to go ^ 
And the Survivor reconcile 
To flay a while below*- 

20 Then, may it feem of Uttle weighty 

Which of us goes before ; 
Aflur'dlhat we flialt Ihortly meet 
To part again no more.. ^ 

2 1 Oh, with what wonder, joy, and praife 

Our fouls fhall then review 
Thefnares, and mercies of the ways,, 
We were conducted thro' ! 

No* 
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No. 2. 

WRITTEN ON DEC. 1 5, 1 79 1. 

The Firji Anniverfary of her Difmi[Jion Jrcm this 
State of Sin and Sorrow. 

««>THE LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY. BLESSJETD Bff 
THE NA&iE OP THE LOItD* 

Slejfed be God^ even the Father of our Lord Je^ 
fus Chriji^ the Father of Mercies ^ and the God 
of all Comfort I Who comforteth us in all our 
tribulations^ that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble f by the comforts 
wherewith we ourf elves are cotnfofted of God* 

t Lord ? She was thine, and not my own^ 
Thou haft not done me wrong ; 
I thank Thee for the precious loan 
Afibrded me (o long. 

2 For though no (ingle day has Beent 
O talent, well improv'd; 
I chiefly fee, and mourn, my fin 
In what I chiefly lovU 

/ 3 1 tremblei^ 



3 I trembled, when Thou faidft, «* Rcflglfc 

A much-abufcd tnift ;" 
But could not wonder, or repihe> 
I own'd the fcntence juft. 

4 Yet mercy fwceten*d my diftrefs ;. . - , 

And, while I felt the rod^ 
Giatve- me abundant caufe to bleGi 
An All-fuflBci«nt God ! 

5 Sharp was my pain, and deep my wound) 

(A wound which. AiU muft bleed)' 
. But daily help^ and ftrcngth I found: 
Proportioned to my need. - 

6 LUtc Jonah (well our {lories fliit) 

i Vfcw'd iny gbutxTj well pleas'd';. 
Like him, t'oonid not fee the roor 

On which the worm had'/eiz'dl. 

7 But faw, at &ngth, ibc hour draw niglis> 

(That hour I &nce have known) 
When all my earthly joy niuft die,-. 
And I be left alone. 

Z She dropped a tci^, and gi]^'d mf hmi^ 
And faii^ &e v(o\it& have /^ke;. 
But well my heart could onderfiand' 

The langu^e of her look, 
^ . ^ 9 Farewell, 



9 FasewelU i^ rtieihf, a laft Adie^t " 

I ibon {h*llK;ea(b fii&ra pant; 
This fitent tear I drop for you r 
We part— to meet again. 

10 I ftW, " If leaving air bcIo^vv ^ 

You now have peace divine ; 
Airf would, but cannot, tell me fiv 
Give me, at leaftj a fign.'^ 

1 1 She raised, and gently wavM her hahdi 

And fiU'd me with a joy, 
To which the wealth, of Sea and Lan* 
Compar'd^, were bttt a Toy. 

la I tmft^ indeed; fte knew ishy grace- 
Before tWs trying day ; 
Btit Satan had, a whiter acceS, 
To fill her witfc dMknay. 

13 TiB theft, tho' two kmg yfeart fte pm'dj^ 

Without an Irotir of tafe j 
Cheerftrl ttte ftiU appeat'di tefignM, 
And bore her^rofe, m pfeace* 

14 Dally, while aWe, cfofely too, 

She read the word dfiSod ; 
And thence Tier hope and comfort Acw, 
Her Wteffcihe a^d her Food. 

;i5 Aftninger 



t^ APPENDIX. 

15 A ftrango: night have well prefum'J^ 

From what he (aw her bear ; 
This burning bafli was not GonfamM, 
Becaufe the Lard was there^ 

16 Three days^ fhecouU no notice talce, * 

Nor fpeak, nor hear, nor fee ; 
O Lord ! Did not my heart-fthngs ache ? 
Did not I cry to Thee? 

17 That while I watchM her, night and daey^ 

My will, to Thine, might bow ? 
And, by this Rod, didft Thou not fay, 
** Behold your Idol now I 

18 ** From her you lovM too much, proceed 

*' Your iharpeft grief and pains ; 
^* For, foon or late, the heart muft bleed 
** That Idols entertains.'' 

19 Yesj Loid, we both have guilty been. 

And juftly are diftrefe'd ; 
But fince Thou dofl forgave our fin, 
I welcome all Ae reft 

jto Only uphold us in the fire. 
Our fainting fpirits cheery 
And I thy Mercy will admire 
When moft thou feem'fl fevere* 

ax Faineci^ 
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2 1 Fainter, her breath, and fainter grew, 
Until fhc breath'd her laft : 
The Soul was gone, before we knew 
The ftroke of death was paft. 

fta Soft was the moment, and ferene,' • 

That all her fuflTrings clos'd; 
No agony, or ftruggle feen, 
No feature difcompos'd. 

23 The parting ftruggle all was mine > 

** 'Tis the Survivor dies :" 
For ihe was freed, and gone to join 
The Triumph of the Skies^r 

24 To me, it was a ftormy day» 

Tbo' glad for her releafe ; 
But He, whom feas and fiorms €bcf$ 
Sooti bid the Tempeft ceafe. 

25 My felfilh heart had wiOi'd her here. 

To ipend her days in pain ; 
That (he, what I could fay^ might liei^»' 
And fpeak to me again^ 

26 Our kindnefs to our ftiff Ving friends ^ 

Would keep them ftill below $ 
But He, who loves them better, fends^ 
And at his call, They go. 

27 Each 
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aj Each momcaatf (idee tliat dryi&g^hour. 
My lofs I keenly feel ; 
But tniflv I feel my Saviour's powV 
To {aLn&ifyt and heal.^ 

ft8 Ah, World ! Vaift World ! By whom my Lwi 
Was crucify 'd and ikdn ; 
What coiTifjrt now, canA thou a&rd 
To mitigate my pata | 

. 19 Long ii&ce, I fliottld; by his dear Croft^ 
Have leamt to die fo» Ther 1 
Biit if I leara it by my LoA,^ 
That Loft ivf Gain wiU be. 

go Now, Lord, to Thee i woqU apply^ 
On Thee^ aloitD^ dei^end ; 
Th9« aat, whA ar6atv»|^f.&il at\d &9^ i 
An ever^a^mt Fvieoi I: 

31 Now thdu ka(ft made a 'Void >witIiiiV 

Which only Thou csinft fflU 

Qbl grftnt roe paslkm of my £uv 

And Grace to do thy Wik;. 

3a That I with) jby tfey flock may'^eJ^. 
A pattern to thexn be, 
Ai^d comfort them, in time of need ; 
Vou£h{afe to ooK&fbtfi me. 

33 Let 
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jj Let me bcSeve, and love and praife^ 
And wonder and adore, 
And view Thee guiding all my ways j 
I afk for nothing more. 

34 Ta Thee I would commk the reft : 

The When, \ivt How, the Where^ 
Thy Wifdom will determine beft» 
Without my anxious care. 

35 May I, with faith and patience, wait> 

Feu: feon. tiiy cikU wilt' conle ; 
When I fhair diange this MorUd Statt# 
For an Eternal Horod. 

36 -The vuls of Sin and Unbelief 

Shall then be rent in twain ;: 
And they, who parted* here with grid^ 
Shall meet^ with joy» again* 

37 Then will the Lord himfelf appear. 

With all hi^ blood-hou^t <hee^^ 
To wipe, from ev'ry face^ the tcatv 
And tfiey no m6te (hall weep. 

38 May thoughts, lilce thefe, relieve my toit^ 

And che^r my fpirit up-I 
Who wouJd not (uffer here awhile^. 
For fuch a glorious hope i 

No. IV, 
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No. IV. 

SECOKD ANNIVEHSARY OP THE I5TH 
DECEMBER, I79O. 

* While Grace her badm, tofoothmypaOT 

-And heal my wound, applies; 
To make it throb, and bleed agaifir 

Officious Mem'ry tries. 
Too well (he knows eadi tender ftring 

That twines about my heart ; 
And how to fix a piercing fting 

In the mofl feeling part I 

t Mayl not yet, baic refpite talce 
From dwelling on her death ? 
Did I not feel her heart-ftrin^ breaks 
And watch her laft-drawn breath^ 
^ Oh I ceafe, at length to haunt my mind 

With images of grief ; 
Canft thou no plealmg topics find 
To yield me Ibme relief? 

? But 
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But ts a fieve the bran retains^ 

And lets the flour fall thn>% 
So careful memVy keeps my pains» 

And loisy in conftant view ; 
While comforts, countlefe as the fands, 

Which crown my favoured lot, 
Tho' «ach, my warmed praife demandsi 

Are heedleisly forgot. 



4 And can I then forget the times^ 

When helplefsy hopelefs, lofl» 
I pin'dy in miferies and crimes^ 

On Afric's horrid coafb ? 
To Chrift my Lord, a daring foe. 

To men, a wretched Have ; 
Yet, on that brink of endlefs woe 

He fliew'd his pow'r to favc. 

J His mercy, tho* by me unfought^ 
Kept me from falling in ; 
His arm my full deliverance wrought^ 

His grace forgave my fin. 
He taught my bafe blafpheming tongue 

To aim at pray'r and praife ; 
Became my fhield, and flrength, and fongt 
And ^ided all my ways. 

6 Thus 



tt6t .k»r£]n>». 

6 Thus freed from iinl^iy a^t} 4p^ht 

My fenx>«r chang'd to jo|^ ; 
He fent me fgrth to p^fs^ lib^.^ilI| 

I laboured to deftroy.^ 
His mecci^ tbpo' lay ^i^re ]i& 

Were new from d^ to dpy ; 
The chi^f of all^ was tbat 4e;»r wift 

He fince has 9all'4 *w|iy. 

5 Shall o;ie fofavour'd e'or r^ine? 

Or opt^ &> Viile complain ? 
JNo— let oae |*aife— fljc loog was mliw4 

And (hall be. ame again. 
If deatih could broak our uoioa pafi^ . 

t Frail, Ao* eilifear'd.thatie) 
The iirms^r hmA^iXSis^t ihdHhSt^: 

Wheix D«itb itfclf fhatt die J 



tK^ tvi?; 
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FdVKTii ankivArsart or thC iST«: at 

I ^. • • 

f ' • ■ ••"■••■ ■ .■■".^* 

c JLOROBTher! No. Can four (hort yows^ 
The deep impr/effioh wear tfwayi! - • • '* \ 
[ Sh^.ftiUibefdse n^j miiid ^pdtrs; 

I Abrq^^ St home, byiiigfiri by ^^x 






a, 0(t as with thofe flie lov'd I meet, - 1 x o 

Her looks, !»<?ri6icV Kf #<?f«»»;''V .; ** 
Or if alone 1 wiJk the Wf f feV; - - - ' 

Still rpawt^Ttfg lyas tt^YxW^kt^w. ■. 'J, 

3 Wkat flic defir'd, M?lUJ.<?iXfit.aJivp^ri,,;. , ; ; .. .,. 




3 ^hil? 



c: 



4 WhUtthusrclf-pleas^d— MyConfciencefpolCy 
And f oas*d me from my foothing dream : 
^ Vain Worm, regard my juft rebuke, 
^* Nor longer glory in your ihame V* 

f •• Did She> or could She jinterpofe, 
** To fave you from the wrath of God, 
^ From all your (ins, and fears and foes^ 
*• And feal your pardon with her blood?" 

$ " This Jesus did--^Biit can you Cay, 
** His love and death, are thus your theltlt» 
** Abroad, at home, by night, by day ; 
^< And all you do, is done for Him V* 

J ^ Is it for hts deAT iake alone, 
^ Your friends have ih your heart a fliarc^? 
«< Are All hi^ friends eftedn'd jaUir owb^ . 
** Whatever party-name they bear ?** 

% ^^ Her^dyi^g words are not forgp^ 
-** Are Ills, as conftantly in view i 
^< A I^fv^and Rule to every thoughts 
*• To what you'iay, and what you doi** 

jf «« The fenfiWlitv you boaft, 

-* Of an ufiftfcSiHg heart 5s proof;; . ; 

^< If faint to^himiffho Oaiflis it'nioft*^ ' *, 
-** JFor whpm y'au xiaiitiDt fdel enbugh 



H». 
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•oWdU 



X 3 ) 

40 Well may this charge my Tpirits fink ! 
Thy Mercy, LoitD»r is all my pica ! 
How vile and bafe am I to think, 
So much of her-^no more of Tbae 1 
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No. VI. 



FIFTJI ANNIVERSARY OF THB I5TK 0» 
DECEMBiER, I79O. 



.T 



HE Lord has heaPd the woundHc tnsiic, 
And caus'd my grief to end : 
How weak was I, to l^e afraid 
Of fuch a faithful friend? 



2 I trembled when I faw the knife, 
I knew my heart miift bleed ; 
I would have pray'd, " Oh! fpare ihy Wife!" 
.JEhjs is a wound indeed ! 



3 But foon his tendernefs and (kill 
Relieved me from alarm : 
He cut, but cheer'd me with a fmilcj, 
And bid me fear no harm. 



4 from 
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